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BIRTHS
ALSTON to Lisa (née Bown) Murray ’87 and James Edward - 24.02.07

DINWIDDY to Chris Goodland ’96 and Carey Isabella - 30.03.07

FARRAR-HOCKLEY to Verity Murray ’97 and Andrew Samuel - 29.12.06

HO to MayAnn (neé Tse) Jenkin ’95 and Anthony Ashton - 24.01.07

MACKENZIE to Michael Wills West ’92 and Claudia Nicholas - 09.02.07

WATERS to Emily Murray ’92 and Anthony Evie - 12.03.07

WESTON to Kait (neé Yates) Bevan ’93 and Andrew Charles - 22.12.06

MARRIAGES
CHARMAN-LAM Kat (neé Lam) Jenkin ’02 to Paul married 26.08.06

CLARKE Ruth (neé Woods) Bevan ’98 to Charlie married 14.04.07

DINWIDDY          * Chris Goodland ’96 to Carey married 28.07.06

MACKENNEY Clare (neé Lawrence) Gloucester ’88 to Steven married 12.05.07

MACKENZIE Michael Wills West ’92 to Claudia married 15.12.06

MITCHELL Christian Marshall ’97 to Kate married 23.03.07

SMALL Christine (neé Brougham) Weirfield School ’54 to Michael married 31.05.07

THORNS Ceri (neé Abbott) Besley ’97 to Jonathan married 15.01.07

WAKLEY Ailsa Besley ’90 to Greg married 09.12.06

DEATHS
ALDERSON Penelope Monica Weirfield ’74-’76 died 24.05.07

COPE Albert Frederick School House ’17 -’24 died 31.12.06

COX Julian Herbert School House ’42-’52 died 04.04.07

DAWE Jeremy Fairwater ’64-’71 died 20.05.07

DUNLOP Ian Harrison Wills West ’37-’44 died 27.05.07

FLOWER Alexander Geoffrey School House ’74-’81 died 25.03.07

FORBES James Michael Wills East ’94-’97 died 23.03.07

GALLIFORD Deryck William Senior Day Boys ’31-’34 died 25.05.07

HAZELL David St. George Somerset ’42-’50 & Staff ’57-‘91died 26.05.07

HOOPER Brian Desmond Fairwater ’63-’67 died 18.05.07

HURMAN Douglas Senior Day Boys ‘40-’46 died 01.07.07

LAMACRAFT Edgar David Fairwater ’44-’49 died 21.06.07

MAKEPEACE-WARNE Antony Fairwater ’46-’54 died 16.05.07

MOLLER Dr Hans Kalsoft Rochester ’40-45 died     .10.06

MOLONY Barry Cecil Alwyn Wills East ’39-’43 died 11.06.07

MORRIS Gerald Barrington School House ’49-’56 died 19.05.07

OWEN John Lawrence Wills West ’43-’47 died 12.12.04

ROBERTSON Andrew Ross Wills East ’30-’36 died 25.12.06

ROBINS Francis Edwin John Fairwater ’14-’23 died 30.04.07

STREULI Arthur Henry Clifford (Peter) School House ’27-33 died 02.01.07

WEST Gordon Beranger Fairwater ’41-’49 died 12.06.07

WOOD Anthony David Former OT President died 15.03.07

* with apologies to Chris and Ian for the error in the April edition

CHANCE MEETING IN CORNWALL
Richard Jowett recently bumped into Ian McNeice (Wills West
1969) in North Cornwall whilst filming the third series of ITV’s
‘Doc Martin’ with Martin Clunes. Ian and his partner Cindy
Franke rent a home in Port Isaac for four months each year
during filming and invited Richard and his wife Gill for lunch.
Richard said: “Together with Paul Wickham and James
Williams, we had taken Ian on a skiing trip. The walk back to
the hotel each evening was up a long hill but Ian, who even
then was not slim, had become the favourite of the ski 
instructors, and he always managed to get one of them to give
him a lift home - in a Lancia, on a Vespa or Lambretta or even
an Alfa Romeo!”

ALLO! ALLO!
Edward Bryant (Wills West 1958) was fortunate to meet the
incoming British Ambassador Sir Peter Westmacott (Foxcombe
1968) at a reception given by the British Council on 27th
March. Sir Peter was the British Ambassador for Turkey from
2002 until his arrival in
Paris in March, 2007 to
take up his current post.
Edward said “I am
honoured to be the first
Chairman of the OT
French Club and I have
already been hard at work
to organise a get-together
of OTs living in France.
The Inaugural Dinner for
OTs and  their partners, as
well as parents of OTs, will
be on Thursday 29th
November in a private
room at Chez Jenny, 39,
Bd du Temple,  Place de la
République – 75003 Paris
(www.chez-jenny.com)
commencing 19.30h with
a menu  around 35 euros. I am delighted that Sir Peter will be
the Guest of Honour and that Dr John Newton  together with
the Chairman of Governors Mrs Jane Barrie, will be in
attendance.” Any OTs happening to be in Paris at that 
time  are more than welcome to attend! Edward requests 
that those wishing to attend let him know by Monday, 
19th  November.
edwardbryant@noos.fr

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2007-2008
I left Taunton School in 1974 with far more
credible ‘A’ levels than my (sadly) less than
stellar personal commitment deserved, so I
was relieved and pleased, but also puzzled.
I realised that my academic achievements
were in no small part due to the skills of the
teaching staff, although I had made many
efforts to frustrate them. And now, as I look
back on an enjoyable and interesting
professional career to date, I reach the
further conclusion that the life skills I
absorbed unwittingly at Taunton have been
as important as the academic studies.

In more ways than I could enumerate here,
I owe a great debt to the School; after my
parents, it had the greatest positive
influence on my formative years and I
expect there are many of us that could say
the same. As such, it is a great honour to
have been chosen as President of our
Association and something that I deeply
appreciate. You may measure my
appreciation, perhaps, by the fact that I live
approximately 3,300 miles from Taunton
but am still determined to attend as many
of the Association’s functions as possible
during my Presidency.

Of course, being President is about more
than wearing a chain of office and making
speeches at dinners. It is also about
reinforcing the health of our Association
and its ongoing relationship with the School
- our Alma Mater. 

As the youngest Association President since
1987, I believe we need to take a hard look
at the current lack of diversity among our
active supporters and find ways of engaging
both younger OTs and more women OTs.

This is the primary goal of my year as
President. The good news and bad news
about being President is that it is only for
one year. I am therefore very pleased that
someone even younger than me, Julian Pike
(Evans 1985), has been chosen as President
elect and so we can hope to continue this
theme for 2008/9.

I will also seek to develop a greater degree
of involvement by OTs with the Association
but also with the School. We have a huge,
untapped resource that, if approached in
the right way, could contribute to the School
in a variety of enduring ways – and I don’t
just mean financially. Watch this space.

Lastly, I would like to initiate a greater
sense of collective pride in the success 
that Taunton School has achieved. This is
not about league tables but more about 
celebrating the broad and outstanding
achievements of our Alumni; achievements
that, in many cases, can be traced back to
core academic or co-curricular activities at
the School.

But the OTA is also about the continuation
and rekindling of old friendships. The wide
array of reunions, dinners, lunches and
other gatherings form a key part of this and
I encourage you to attend one or more of
these this year – contact a few existing
friends, go together and meet more friends!
Details are available on the OTA website or
from David Bridges. 

I am delighted to say that the Annual
Dinner will be held at the School on
Saturday March 8th, 2008; it will be 
the first time it has been held there since

1995. I am planning for this to be far more
than a dinner and we hope to hold two OT-
participation events around this which will
be fun, challenging and open to all – 
including those who simply enjoy being the
cheering observers. And for those of you who
have not attended a dinner at School
recently, I can assure that the food is 
excellent and a far cry from the menu of
beans and more beans.

Please wish me luck in my year as President
– I hope that I can ask for your support and
that you will  help me make a difference.

Henry Keeling (School House ‘74)

In alphabetical order: Matthew Ayres, Caroline Bandelier, Tom Barber, Lauren Birkett, Federico Borzone, Anna Bray, Amy Bray, Henry Brook, Harry Bunting,
Lucie Burrows, Chekko Carpenter, Matthew Chan, Andy Chen, Toro Chesire, Woo Choi, Rebecca Clark, Jo Coate, Ann Coombes, Jack Cooper, Mike Crarer,
Clare Davies, Mark Davies, Andrew Desborough, Sharon Dewhirst, Alistair Eyre-Brook, Jamal Farsi, Alena Folomeeva, Tony Forrester, Lizzie Foyle, William
Gadsby, Emily Garland, Ed Gauntlett, Richard Green, Lisa Greene, Vicky Hanson, Sophie Haslam, Carmen Hawkey, Lydia Hayden, Sonja Heckstall, Jake
Holdsworth, Annie Hung, Hugh Kelly, Alex Kirk, Iain Large, Sophie Large, Ellie Lawrence, Mandy Leung, Billy Liu, Tom Llewellyn-Jones, Silver Lui, Alice
Macaskie, Charlotte MacDonald, Eleanor Madgwick, Bobbie Martin-Pope, James McKinney, Tom Monaghan, Harry Neubert, Karl Pang, Hannah Parsons,
Aaron Pearson, Alex Pickard, Lizzie Pincock, Rhiannon Piper, Nikolay Popov, Sarah Pugh, James Robertson, James Roper, Benjamin Savill, Emma Saywell,
Justine Singleton, Luke Sutton, William Swinburn, Kate Taylor, Alex Thomas, Jonathan Todd, Vincent Tso, Alex Watson, Lucy Webber, Duncan Wells.
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ON YER BIKE!
In February 2008,
Suzanne will be riding
across much of Southern
India on a 350cc Indian
produced Royal Enfield
motorcycle in The
EnduroIndia Challenge.
This involves 2 weeks of
riding 250kms a day on
some of the most
dangerous main roads and
staggeringly difficult dirt
and rocky tracks to be
found anywhere in the
world. Not only is the
terrain challenging but so is the fact that the bikes have back to
front foot controls and a seat that makes a wooden bench feel
comfortable! She will be raising money for four charities, World
Wide Fund for Nature, Wildlife Conservation Society, Adventure
Ashram and the Rainbow Trust. Suzanne said: “In October 2005, I
completed a trek to Annapurna Base Camp in the Himalayas.
Following this experience, I vowed to return as soon as possible
and decided that EnduroIndia is how I would celebrate my 60th
year. Motorcycling and travelling have been a large part of my life
and being able to fund raise for these deserving charities is just
great.” Suzanne has raised just over £2,000 of the £4,500 needed
and would be delighted to receive extra support:
as04fun@fsmail.net

EAST MEETS WEST IN THE EAST
Always managing to keep in touch with webcams and the
wonders of modern technology it was a great way to see in the
Chinese New Year for old Wills East and West pals Ross Moon
(Wills East 1973) and Jag Singh (Wills West 1973) (Azlan Nageli). Ross,
who travels to the Far East every year, was in Koh Samui,
Thailand and Azlan took time out to come up from Singapore for
a few days. "We always try to meet when I'm here" says Ross,
"but over the last few years Jag has been posted as legal counsel
with GE from Singapore to Tokyo and onto Shanghai. It's only
now that he's based back in Singapore that we are close enough
to make it work!"  They enjoyed some sailing and quality time
together. Both Azlan and Ross share one more thing in common;
both their wives are Malaysian from Penang and went to school
together! Who would have imagined that, sitting on the Wills’
steps thirty five years ago! 

OT MASONS DONATION TPS CHOIR
Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 representative Mr Edward Tucker
(Evans 1984) presented a £300 cheque which will help towards
purchasing more Blue Cassocks for the Taunton Prep School
Choir who will be touring Venice in October. Jayne Hornsby, the
Choir’s Director, said “The choristers are extremely grateful to the
Taunton School Lodge and are really excited about their Choir
Tour in October.”

Ted Tucker(R) presenting the cheque to his son, Edward, and some of the Choristers

RETIRED TO FRANCE
Former Director of Music Philip Tyack moved to France on his
retirement and has been busy editing a collection of Latin motets
from a collection published in Venice in 1593 which has been
gathering dust in the Biblioteca Musicale in Bologna. What
makes these unusual is that they were written by a woman,
Raphaela Aleotta who was a nun / concert mistress in a convent
in Ferrara where Philip’s daughter Karin (Besley 1996) lives. 
Philip says “The convent is no longer there, the crazy little sisters
got the boot ages ago, and decamped to another house in Siena,
where their ancestors are now. They are now learning this music
from my edition. How cool is all that?” philip.tyack@wanadoo.fr

WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2007!

Philip and Karin enjoying the sun

Cindy, Ian and Richard are pictured with Doc Martin's house in the background.

Edward and Sir Peter

Messiah from scratch
This has, unfortunately, been postponed 

until a date yet to be decided.
Watch this space!

Suzanne Lane (Weirfield School 1966)

Jag and Ross



AN ALTERNATIVE USE FOR
YOUR OLD SCHOOL BLAZER!
James Edward Berrington 
(Senior Day Boys 1909-10)

…….. My father’s school blazer was worn by him for many years
after leaving Taunton School, it served as a blanket for our dog
when he was very old as my father said that the dog needed to
have a trusted object with him in his basket. After the dog died,
the blazer was dry-cleaned and was worn again by my father for
many years, especially when he was painting. He used to say that
the blazer gave him
inspiration…After the war
he took us all to Taunton
School to thank you all
personally. I remember
standing under a large
mulberry tree where my
father told us that, when
he had come to the
school, he was given a silk
worm. From the silk
produced (after a long
period of feeding the silk
worm with leaves from
the mulberry tree) he had
finally got some silk from which a small piece of cloth was woven.
He had painted a robin on it, which my mother always used as a
bookmark. Today, I came across your school website. Memories
came flooding back, and I decided to let you know how much
Taunton School always meant to my father.

Ellen Goldman (daughter)

I’M ALWAYS DANCING WITH
YOU IN THE SUMMER RAIN...
The OT weekend began with an excellent Hog Roast to
the sounds of the Taunton School Dance Band under a

wet and unpredictable summer sky which, under the direction of
Mark Cracknell, gets better every year! Your new OT President
Henry Keeling (School House 1974) and his wife Jan Nuttall (Weirfield
School 1973 and Babbingly 1975) were warmly welcomed at the
Saturday Dinner and Jennifer Irvine offered her grateful thanks
to the three Vice Presidents for standing in for John when he died
last year. Jennifer accepted his Past President's badge as a tribute
to him and was delighted to be made an Honorary Member of the
Association as a mark of affection for them both. Honorary OT
status was also conferred upon Christabel Ager, Martin Bluemel,
Fiona Holford and Mary Mason – all who have survived ten years
on the teaching staff! At the AGM, Julian Pike (Evans 1985) was
voted as President-elect for 2008/09. On Sunday, the Chaplain,
Rev David Owen, inspired us once again with thought-provoking
words on the theme of ‘thankfulness’ which included a short
piece entitled ‘O Lord, forgive me when I whine’ which was read
by David Bridges (Alumni Manager) - the brilliant organizer of the
whole weekend. We were delighted that USA West Club Chairman
Alan Morgan (Fairwater 1949) and his wife Mary had made a
special effort to come over from America for the weekend. After
an enjoyable buffet lunch, which was attended by a group of OTs
who had left prior to 1949, guests departed with a spring in their
steps looking forward to another successful reunion next year!
Thank you to the Headmaster for his generous hospitality and the
School Catering/Front of House Teams for their hard work during
the weekend - it was greatly appreciated.

PRESIDENT Henry Keeling henry.keeling@xlgroup.com
President-Elect Julian Pike home@feinpike.co.uk
Vice Presidents Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com 

Michael Willacy CBE willacy@mwa-consultancy.co.uk
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
The Headmaster headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
(ex officio)

Trustees Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
John Pangbourne cpangbourne@hotmail.com

Hon Assoc Secretary John Edwards jed@johnedwards.org.uk
Hon Assoc Treasurer Simon Smart simonseansmart@gmail.com
Registrar David Bridges  david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk

Editor - OT Review Paul Wickham  bridgepaul@hotmail.com

Young OT Representative Fiona Guest  guest_fiona@excite.com

LONDON CLUB Chairman: Mary Grant mary.grant@accenture.com
Hon Sec.: Julian Pike  home@feinpike.co.uk

WELSH CLUB Chairman: Dennis Webb  dennis@rustywebb.plus.com
Hon Sec.: Philip Griffiths  philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk

WEST WALES CLUB Chairman: Philip Griffiths  philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com

WESTERN CLUB Chairman: Chris Levan  chrisjlevan@aol.com
Hon Sec.: David Bridges  david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk

SOUTHERN CLUB Lunch Secretary: Chris Davis chrisdav@alderholt.freeserve.co.uk

SCOTTISH CLUB Chairman: 
Hon Sec.: Crona O’Shea  crona_o_shea@hotmail.com

MIDLANDS CLUB Chairman: Chris Ainley chris@ainley.plus.com
Hon Sec.: Keith Ingram  keithingram@beeb.net

CORNISH CLUB Chairman: Bruce Jeffares  brucejeffares@talk21.com

NORTHERN CLUB Chairman: Stephen Gullick  alumni@tauntonschool.co.uk

EASTERN AUSTRALIA CLUB Chairman: Mark Slee  markslee51@excite.com
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2007 and will be sold in over 600
locations nationwide as well as on
www.whatsweetermusic.com

Rupert Reid 
(School House 1974) 
Rupert completed his first London
Marathon, running for the Calvert
Trust, a charity which organizes
adventure holidays for the disabled
with a centre on Exmoor. He
thanks all those OTs who kindly
helped him over the finishing line
to raise £2,810 (£300 over his
target). Rupert said: “I finally
crossed the line in 4 hours 33
minutes and had it not been for
the support of my sponsors I would
have willingly called it a day at one
of those wonderfully welcoming
pubs on the Isle of Dogs!”
www.justgiving.com/reidrunner

David Longman
(Quantocks 1967)
killing.cancer@virgin.net.
Killing Cancer, the charity
launched by David Longman to
promote the existence of a little-
known therapy that cured his
daughter of a potentially deadly
tumour, has won the support of
broadcasting legend, Sir David
Frost, to spearhead a £50 million
fund-raising campaign to develop
the treatment for many other
cancers. The money will be used
by medical teams across the UK
to fast-track the development of a
new series of cancer treatments
that don’t damage the patient’s
immune system or require
months of hospital visits. Now
with Sir David Frost onboard, the
53-year old father of three is
confident that the target figure is
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Jon Manners
(Wills West 1997)
jonathanmanners@ukonline.co.uk
Now in remission from cancer, Jon
Manners’ choir, DeChorum and
former royal harpist, Catrin Finch
recorded a compilation of
Christmas carols entitled What
Sweeter Music in September last
year. The project, partially funded
by the generosity of Old
Tauntonians, was an immediate
success, becoming a Classic FM
recommended CD and being
played at No 3 on their Christmas
Day countdown of Christmas
Carols. As a direct result of the
CD’s success, Jon was appointed
Manager of Soli Deo Gloria, the
record label of Sir John Eliot
Gardiner CBE and The Monteverdi
Choir and Orchestras. The CD is
being re-launched for Christmas

OBITUARIES

David St George Hazell 
Somerset 1942-50 and Taunton School Academic Staff 1957-91 
23 April 1941 - 26 May 2007  aged 76

As a schoolboy rugby player, David Hazell was
a legend kicking goals from his own half, even
on one occasion bringing down the cross bar.
He was a member of the unbeaten XV of 1947
and played in the team which won the Public
Schools’ 7s taking part in the epic matches
against Christ’s Hospital. It was no surprise,
therefore, that he went on to a distinguished
career in club rugby firstly with Leicester when
he was selected 4 times for England and then,
when he moved back to Taunton to teach
Maths and PE, with Bristol. By the time David
took over the 1st XV from Eric Wright he was
already suffering the ill health which dogged him for the rest of his life. 
He did not achieve the success he would have liked but he was highly respected by
friend and foe alike. 

The death of his wife Brenda at a cruelly early age was a great blow to David and it is
typical of him that he devoted himself to bringing up his two young children single
handedly which he did with great success. David would wish it to be mentioned that he
had great support from his friends in particular Mike and Anne Crane. David still found
time to play skittles and golf and also to entertain. He was a first class cook. The
affection with which David was regarded was shown at his funeral service when there
was a large congregation, particularly those who had taught alongside him.

Arthur Henry Clifford Streuli
School House 1923-37 19 November 1915 - 2 January 2007  aged 91

An influential figure in British theatre, Peter
Streuli worked as a stage manager, actor,
technical stage director, lighting designer and
director. He studied acting at the Webber
Douglas Drama School where fellow students
included Michael Denison and Dulcie Gray. At
the outbreak of the war he became an active
member of ENSA and between 1952 and 1957
he was the stage director for Glen Byam Shaw
at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre,
Stratford-upon-Avon where his knowledge
and skills quickly won loyalty from those working with him. Among the outstanding
productions he worked on as stage manager were Antony & Cleopatra with Michael
Redgrave and Peggy Ashcroft, Othello with Anthony Quayle, Twelfth Night with John
Gielgud, Macbeth and Titus Andronicus starring Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh. 

Alexander Geoffrey Flower
School House 1974-81 29 March 1963 – 25 March 2007 aged 42

Geoff was Head Boy and a useful hockey player for the school team and water polo
player. After Taunton, he studied Building Engineering at Oxford Polytechnic and,
following a spell at Wimpey, set up on his own as a Contracts Manager. 
He returned to mainstream construction working for Sisk and Berkeley Homes and,
latterly, he was Construction Director for The Manhattan Loft Corporation. He leaves a
wife and two children.

in sight: “Sir David believes that
we can do it, and with someone of
his calibre prepared to campaign
on behalf of the public, I really
think we will do it.”

Dr Nick Read 
(Somerset 1964)
www.justgiving.com/drnickread 
Raised £1,650 for IBS Network

Katie Longstreet 
(Jenkin 2004)
www.bmycharity.com/V2/katielong
street 
Raised £1,255 for VICTA 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA CLUB Chairman: Greg Gregory  greg@highway1.com.au

CANADIAN CLUB Chairman: Chris Loat  chris-loat@shaw.ca

USA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Dr Alan Morgan  alanmdjmary@cs.com

HONG KONG CLUB Chairman: Sabrina Leung  sabrina@chamberlain-edu.com
FRENCH CLUB Chairman: Edward Bryant (Berdichevsky)

edwardbryant@noos.fr

SPANISH CLUB Chairman: John Edwards  jed@johnedwards.org.uk

PRESIDENTS’ CLUB OLD TAUNTONIAN TRUST (Reg Charity No. 1060388)
Charitable purposes connected with Taunton School

Trustees: John Pangbourne
(Principal Trustee and Treasurer)
Overmonnow House, St Thomas’s Square, 
Monmouth, NP25 5ES

Michael Button,  David Jenkins

SPORTS CLUB Chairman: Will Osmond will@osmondandosmond.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Peter Dunn  peelo1@hotmail.com

GOLFING SOCIETY President: Barry White
Hon Sec.: Richard Jowett  richardjowett@hotmail.com

200 CLUB Chairman: David Brighton  balfour@waitrose.com
Hon Sec.: Dennis Webb  dennis@rustywebb.plus.com

OT FREEMASONARY
Old Tauntonian Lodge No. 5735 Master: Gordn Cooper  gordon@cooper1930.freeserve.co.uk

Secretary: John Ingram-Johnson  jij@cfsca.com

Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 Master: John Ingram-Johnson  jij@cfsca.com
Secretary: Chris Harding  harding588@btinternet.com

Old Tauntonian Chapter No. 5735 Z: Paul Reed  113031.3534@compuserve.com
E: David Hughes  david.c.hughes@lineone.net

ALUMNI / OT / FOUNDATION FORTHCOMING EVENTS

2007
Sept Fri 7 Western Club Lunch Taunton School

Sun 16 Cornish Club Lunch Newquay
Sat 22 Western Club Dinner Taunton School

Oct Tues 2 London Club AGM – 7.00pm 66 Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, London

Sat 6 1960-69 Reunion   Taunton School
Fri 12 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Sat 13 1997 - 10 year Reunion Taunton School

Nov Fri 9 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Sat 17 Welsh Dinner Cardiff Golf Club
Thur 29 French Club Inaugural Dinner Chez Jenny, Paris

Dec Tues 4 London Club Dinner RAF Club Piccadilly 
Sat 8 OT Sports Club Dinner Taunton School
Mon 10 Western Club Christmas Lunch Taunton School

2008
Jan Fri 11 Western Club Lunch Taunton School

Feb Fri 8 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Sat 23 Midland Club Dinner Glebe Hotel, Barford

Mar Sat 8 Annual Dinner Taunton School
Fri 14 Western Club Lunch Taunton School

May
Fri 9 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Sat 10 West Wales Dinner Pembroke
Sat 10 1847 Society Lunch Taunton School
Sat 17 Foundation Charity Shoot Chipping Sodbury

June
Fri 13 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Fri 20 - Sun 22 Annual Reunion Weekend Taunton School

Sept
Friday 12 Western Club Lunch Taunton School 
Sat 27 Western Club Dinner Taunton School

Oct
Fri 10 Western Club Lunch Taunton School

Nov
Fri 14 Western Club Lunch Taunton School

Dec
Mon 8 Western Club Christmas Lunch Taunton School

FOLLOW UPS FROM PREVIOUS RECENT ARTICLES

Class of 1997
10 year Reunion

Date: Saturday 13 October 2007 
Venue: Taunton School
mary.grant@accenture.com

david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk

June Reunion Dates
2008 20 21 22
2009 19 20 21
2010 18 19 20

Western Club Dinners
2008 Saturday 27 September
2009 Saturday 26 September
2010 Saturday 25 September

1960-69 Reunion
Date: Saturday 6 October 2007 
Venue: Taunton School

christopherlevan@kts-recruitment.co.uk
david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk

The OTA Scholarship Fund favours children of Old Tauntonians for Bursarial support

L-R: ‘Pre-49ers’ Alan Garbutt, Stephen Harvey, Bryan Picking, Ian MacLennan, Jim Randall, Charles Templeman, Jim
Turner, Ray Morrish, Philip Green and Peter Philips

www.berrington.nl 

OT Centenary Tie: 3” blade (Polyester) £7.00 £3.50
OT Bow Tie: Traditional self-tie (Silk) £15.00 £7.50
Cummerbund (Polyester) £10.50 £5.25
OT Griffin Blazer Badge £15.00 £7.50

Set of 4 Drinks Coasters with OT Griffin £2.00 £1.00
Half Pint Pottery Mug with OT Griffin £3.00 £1.50
Key Ring with OT Griffin £1.20 £0.60

A Proud Century (SP Record) £5.00 £2.50
The First 100 years of Taunton School

A Century of Promise (Bill Currie) £5.00 £2.50
100 years of the OTA

Men of Stout Countenance £5.00 £2.50
The life of RA Gerrard DSO

Independent Witness (John Brown) £10.00 £5.00
150 years of Taunton School

Please send a BLANK (but SIGNED) cheque (crossed with a
suggested amount not to exceed over the purchase price of
£5) payable to ‘TAUNTON SCHOOL’ and sent to David Bridges,
Taunton School, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6AD

Confirmation of its safe arrival will be given verbally or 
via email

Taunton School Foundation Business Club
Are you an on-line shopper?

If you go through www.buy.at/shopTS
you will help contribute to The Taunton School Foundation.

These businesses will donate up to 10% of your on-line spend:
www.tauntonschool.com/businessclub  



UPDATES
for over 24 years. He has a wealth
of General Banking expertise
ranging from Corporate, Capital
Markets, Credit, Trade Services,
Cash Management, Operations and
has recently built a Retail Banking
business in Korea. Rick worked
with HSBC in over 11 different
geographic regions from the UK,
UAE and all the way up to Korea.
His vast General Management
expertise will facilitate Emirates
Bank's growth in the years to come. 

1980s
Simon Sassoon 
(Foxcombe 1980)
HYSO - Hygienic Solutions, created
by Simon Sassoon, is a New York
based company concerned with
public hygiene. Nephew of the
famous hair stylist, Simon said “It’s
2007 – we've got rovers on Mars,
but yet the only way to actually exit
a restroom is with a paper towel or
with your feet or elbows. I have
created an automatic door handle
disinfector but….coming into
contact with bad germs is almost
completely unavoidable. So no
matter what, it's always best to
make sure your wash your hands!”

Robert Schouppe 
(Wills West 1983)
robschouppe@googlemail.com
Rob has recently joined
HaperCollins Publishers as their
Data Sales Director in the Collins
Geo Division (aka Collins
Bartholomew) who create The
Times World Atlas and The Collins
Atlas range for schools. They also
provide mapping for on-line
services such as StreetMap.com
and multiMap and Rob is currently
digitising and making available the
175 years of world maps on-line for
the general public. Rob said:
Working out of the Hammersmith
Office is fun as you get to bump into
celebrities such as Tony Buzan (the
mind map guru) and Stephen Fry.”
Rob participates in two charity
rides a year, the last one being for
The Stroke Association in June
when he cycled along the Thames
with his son Alex and raised £900.

Jonathan Seward
(Wills West 1989)
jonathanseward@yahoo.com.au
Jonathan is responsible for
property development for the two
venues running at The Australian
Jockey Club. He is currently
working on a facility
redevelopment at their main venue
(Royal Randwick) together with a
land re-zoning and new vacant land
leasing strategy at their other track
at Warwick Farm. He is also
developing a business strategy for
the implementation of synthetic
surfaces for horse training,
technology that is not currently well
developed in Australia. Jonathan
said “We train over 1000 horses a
day and the fact that synthetic
tracks require no water is
becoming a compelling argument,
given our drought conditions.”

1990s
Alastair McAlpine 
(Wills West 1990)
alastair@amcalp.com
After working in London for
several years, the lure of warm
weather and exotic locations
tempted Alastair to leave the UK
six years ago and head out to
Singapore where he has yet to find
a good enough excuse to return
back home! Alastair lives with his
wife & two children working with

Trading Technologies, a leading
electronic trading software
provider. His role focuses on
managing both commercial and
technical relationships with the
major investment banks and
brokerages in Asia on deployment
and management of their trading
infrastructures for both
proprietary trading desks and
their customers. Alastair said: “I
am enjoying the fantastic
opportunities this part of the world
has to offer, both in terms of
travelling as well as career. If any
former pupil is thinking of
travelling to or working in this
part of the world, please contact
me and I will be happy to assist
where I can.” 

Jon Skittrall 
(Evans 1992)
skittrallj@pbworld.com
Having spent just over a year in Abu
Dhabi, Jon has now moved to Dubai
where he is working for PB as

Old Tauntonian Review

1950s
Jolyon Brown
(School House 1955)
jolyonbrown@shaw.ca
Jolyon has retired to Vancouver
Island with his wife Maggie, but
not entirely given up the practice
of architecture. He's currently
designing a unique ‘green’ co-
housing project, in Nanaimo, for a
group of very environmentally
aware people. Jolyon said:
"Designed for 25 families, all the
front doors and kitchen windows
open onto two-storey ‘indoor
streets’ which lead to one large

central communal area of
meeting/dining room, kitchen,
library and exercise rooms. The
whole complex is heated with air-
to-air heat pumps, and each living
unit has a ‘green roof’ with a
combination of south-facing solar
panels and north-facing skylights
over the indoor streets.”

Edmund Shillabeer
(Somerset 1958)
edmundshillabeer@aol.com
Edmund, a 67 year old vet, took part
in the Ironman UK Championships
in 2006 raising £3,000 for the
Rotary ‘Shelter Box’. Fresh from
winning medals at the European
Veterans Athletic Championships in
Poland, he took on this most
challenging Triathalon at Sherborne
Castle in Dorset by swimming 2.4
miles, cycling 112 miles then race-
walking 26.2 miles. He recently took
part in the National Race Walking
Championships (50km) and gained a
Bronze medal - becoming the oldest
medalist at 67! 

1970s
Rick Pudner 
(Foxcombe 1974) 
rickp@emiratesbank.com
Rick was appointed as CEO of
Emirates Bank in June having
been a Career Banker with HSBC

Utilities & Highways Interface
Leader for the new Dubai Metro 3rd
Line (Purple Line), a 49km airport
express service. Jon says “I am
learning Arabic and playing as
much golf as possible on some very
special courses in order to a) try and
understand my clients and b) get
down to a single figure handicap!”

Kathy Guernsey
(Bevan 1994)
k_guernsey@yahoo.com
March 30th this year marked the
official opening for signature of the
UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
The CRPD is the first core
international human rights treaty
of the 21st century, and the fastest
ever negotiated instrument of its
kind. Kathy works as an
international lawyer and has been
working on the drafting of this new
treaty since the negotiations
process began in December 2001.
Kathy said “Nobody would call it a

panacea for the problems faced by
the 650 million disabled people
around the world, but we're very
hopeful the treaty will be a useful
tool in the promotion of human
rights.”

Nicky Broxis (neé Irvin)
(Bevan 1994)
nicky@teamworks-sa.com
Nicky is running a corporate
teambuilding & training company
with offices in Johannesburg and
Cape Town.

Jackie Spurrier 
(Bevan 1989)
jackie@cowsoncanvas.com
Jackie has been painting cow
portraits for five years. “I never
meant to paint just cows but it has
turned out to be a niche market

here in Somerset. My cows can
now be found as far afield as
America, New Zealand and
Antigua.” She is married to Ben
and has two scrumptious children,
Barney and Poppy.

Meet the cows at www.cowsoncanvas.com The Beatles cows: John, Paula,
Georgina and Rio

Nicky with her husband Paul



Old Tauntonian Review

service within an organisation
where the focus is on sustainability
and teaching/training a couple of
people from each village who then
disseminate this knowledge to the
rest of the community. Rachael
said: “People here know they will
die of AIDS, and I help them write
wills to ensure their children end
up in the right hands and their
legacy passes to their children -
even if this is just their mud hut!
www.rachaelinafrica.blogspot.com

Stephanie Cavill
(Bevan 2000) 
steph@stephaniecavill.com 
Stephanie recently exhibited a
collection of contemporary
paintings, together with the
photographs and ceramics of two
other young British artists in

Somerset. The project brought
together a diverse range of
exquisite art in a beautiful rural
setting which was designed to be
neither taxing nor untouchable,
but simply to bring serendipitous
beauty out of the mundane. One of
the pictures exhibited was of Will
Cleveland (Wills West 2000) playing
his guitar. Stephanie said: Francis
Bacon is my principle inspiration.
He painted from such a raw
emotive place - you can feel it on
the canvas. I think my
grandmother probably influenced
me too and knowing that someone
else related to me has painted
spurs me on to keep that skill in
our family.” 
www.stephaniecavill.com 

Tom Strange 
(Wills East 2002) 
tom_strange@excite.com   
Tom is running the ING New York
Marathon in November for the
Alzheimer's Society, a Charity that
does great work for both sufferers
of this terrible disease and their
families. The society splits its
funding between research and
development and into providing

care and support for patients and
their families. Tom said “This
charity has great personal and
professional significance to me; as
a child I lost a close relative to the
illness and as a final-year medical
student I see this disease and the
way it impacts upon patients and
their families all to often.”
www.justgiving.com/Tomsnymarathon

Katie Longstreet 
(Jenkin House 2004) 
katielongstreet@hotmail.co.uk 
Katie is currently fundraising for
‘Working in Tandem’- a project
which seeks to maintain the first
free education centre in Tanzania
and she will be at the centre this
summer helping to build a science
classroom. Katie said: ‘This
summer will be both exciting and
challenging. Now that the centre is
being used by over 1000 students,
new classrooms are urgently
needed; ‘Working in Tandem’
seeks to provide free 
education to all local people,

regardless of age, gender, religion
or tribe  and, this year, volunteers
have raised over £20,000 to fund
the running costs of the centre and
extension of it’. If anyone is 
interested in contributing to this
project, please contact the
Taunton School Foundation,
foundation@tauntonschool.co.uk
who will be pleased to liaise with
Katie on your behalf.          

Dorothy Sanders
(Bevan 2006)
dorothysanders@hotmail.co.uk 
Dorothy was one of the recipients
of the Brigstowe Travel Awards

James Lockyer 
(Goodland 1995) 
james_lockyer@tiscali.co.uk 
After leaving Taunton School,
James studied for a Management
Studies degree at the University of
Surrey, graduating with the
highest place on his course and
being awarded the Whitbread
Hotel Company Cup. After
qualifying with the Association of
Chartered Certified Accountants,
James has been working as
Finance Manager within the
Connaught plc Group. James said:
“Recently I decided to ‘develop’ 
(no pun intended!) my love 
of photography, undertaking
professional work and specialising
in portraiture, weddings as well as
corporate commissions.” 
www.inventiveimages.co.uk

Clare Richards 
(Besley 1996) 
clare.e.richards@googlemail.com
From Taunton School, Clare went
to The University of Birmingham
to study History and Social
Sciences. Last year she directed a
documentary which was

commissioned by the BBC under
its scheme for first time directors.
Clare then went on to win The
Bloomberg Best Newcomer Award
for this film Disabled and Looking for
Love which was shown on BBC3 in
2006. The Grierson Awards is the
only award ceremony devoted
solely to documentaries; it was
founded in 1972 by John Grierson
who is widely regarded as the
father of British documentaries.

2000s
Rachael Guilor 
(Besley 2001) 
rguilor@yahoo.co.uk
Rachael recently climbed
Kilimanjaro in order to raise funds
for Hope HIV (www.hopehiv.org) -
a small charity that promotes 
AIDS awareness and supports
sustainable community projects 
in countries throughout Africa.
Currently in Mozambique, Rachael
is involved in setting up a legal

and has been having the most
wonderful time in South America
volunteering at the Lar Recanto do
Carinho orphanage in
Florianopolis. Dorothy said “I have
become extremely emotionally
involved with the orphanage here
and I know that I am so lucky to
have had the chance to come here,
meet these wonderful children and
try to make a difference to their
lives.”  Dorothy’s website is
www.gapsouthamerica.co.uk 

Ben Thomas
(Wills West 2006) 
nimajneb88@hotmail.co.uk
A year and a half ago Ben,
together with a few friends, visited
a school in Narobi with Taunton
Youth for Christ and Soapbox Trust.

The school was situated in a slum
called Kibera and was due to be
demolished. £22,500 was
desperately needed to rebuild the
school but through fantastic fund-
raising efforts, Ben and his friends
sent a staggering £30,000 for the
school to be rebuilt. Ben, who will
be visiting the school again during
July to help in the re-building
process, said: “Taunton School has
played a big part in the raising of
money and I would like to thank all
who have been so supportive.”

Jake Holdsworth
(Fairwater 2007)
jakeholdsworth@hold5.net
Budding entrepeneur Jake has set
up his own website design

company based in Northern
Ireland. His company offers
bespoke website designs and
maintains websites for companies
ranging from Nurseries to
Dentists. www.hold5.net

One of James’ portrait photos
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