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Matthew Abell, Naribo Ajumogobia, Luke Bess, Phylly Bluemel, Patrick Bott, Will Brenner, Vika Buryak, James Canvin, Jack Carter, Bryan Chan, Beth Christie, Robyn Collins, 
Bede Constantinides, Livi Cotes-James, Jamie Crarer, Adam Dibble, Tom Doble, Thomas Draper, Dan Dunbar, Afonso Fonseca, Andrew Ford, Kieran Gajraj, Jack Garnett, Ben Girling, 
Frances Girling, Scott Gordon, Henry Grantham, Heather Green, Emily Hakin, Matthew Hatfield, Jess Hayes, Matthew Hayes, Liz Hebditch, Jan Imamniyazov, Rosie Jackson, David James,
Tom Jenkins, Yoon Jeong, Alex Jones, Katie Joyce, Charlotte Kelham, Tracey Kidner, Tom Kiggell, Tom Kinver, Edvards Kukainis, Eric Lam, Ollie Larkin, Will Loxton, Becca Madgwick, 
Robin Maksimczyk, Joe Marsh, Will Martin, Natascha Matten, Tom McGurk, Jessica Morgan, Nick Nawrat, Nick Neubert, Tom Nicholson, Alina Ofenreiter, Paul Ogbuigwe, David Okebalama,
Laurence Paul, Harry Pearson, Jordan Penn, Jonathan Phillips, Hannah Plant, Chris Rainford, Diana Revenco, Katie Roberts, Hannah Roper, Lance Rummel, Izzy Saber, Dmitry Sadovoy,
Haik Samsonyan, Constanze Schumann-Plekat, Amy Shaw, Thomas Shaw, Abdul Sheikh, Mukhtar Shuaibu, Vladimir Sianko, Brendan Spokes, Alex Stanley, Matt Swift, 
Joan Tebatagwabwe-Nassolo, Callum Vincent, Ekaterina Vorobyeva, Tom Walford, Chris Walsh, Sky Wang, Rob Wang, Jimmy Wei, Justin Xie, Jeffrey Yang, Albert Zama-Chi, Nigel Zhou

WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2009!

As the first woman President of the OTA who went to both schools, 
I invite you to take the plunge and come to one of the future reunions.
Why? Because it is not about the building, nor is it about the name. 
It is about the people that the Association represents. I have discovered
through my recent involvement with the OTA that it is a genuine
community which believes in the importance and pleasure of friendship
and reunion. I have met many women and men that I did not go to
school with, I have had fun doing it, and I have made new friends. 
At some level we share a common heritage, we have the same roots. 

The OTA also concerns itself with the welfare of the School, and after a
recent visit to the School I am even more conscious of the two great
traditions which came together when Weirfield and Taunton merged. 
In the 37 years since then, a new tradition has been forged and it is
heart-warming to see girls and boys participating in every aspect of a
school that believes each child’s experience there should be life
changing. The Association continues to support the School through its
scholarship fund and its OT network which provides anything from
speakers to work experience placements. It is an important link between
the past and present, and an even more important contribution to the
future of our wobbly planet.

I hope that many old and new friends will come to the Presidential
dinner (March 13th 2010 at the School). It will be preceded by a special
event for Old Weirfieldians – so watch your e-mail and snail mail! In
addition, I would love to hear from anyone who has ideas about how the
OTA can continue to evolve into a community that can celebrate both its
diverse membership and its shared traditions.

With my best wishes.
Jan Nuttall
(Weirfield – 1973 and Babbingly 1975)

I read somewhere recently that Britain is
an increasingly lonely country where
even our neighbours are strangers and
that we are becoming a society without
roots. Indeed, there are days when I feel
that our planet is wobbling dangerously
out of control – we face unprecedented
challenges with the environment, and our
world leaders seem too focused on the
next election to provide true moral
leadership in resolving the wide spectrum
of problems out there.

What does this have to do with the OTA? Well, let me try and explain.
First, I believe education is one of the most powerful tools the world has,
and that schools like Weirfield and Taunton have helped educate
generation after generation of young people, and have encouraged them
to become decent citizens with self-respect and respect for others in
equal measure. I am proud to be an alumna of both these schools and to
be associated with their many success stories in all walks of life, but I
am equally proud to be associated with the achievement of those who
have gone out into the world and simply led their lives based on the core
values which their experience at school helped create. Not everyone left
school as an academic star, and I for one will never be a legitimate
member of the Sports Club! All of us, however, shared something in
common by being at those schools.

My second thought builds on that shared time together. You may well be
one of those alumni who keeps half an eye on what’s going on at school
and in the OTA, but don’t feel inclined to take the next step and sign up
for a reunion event. I think that there are some Old Weirfieldians in
particular who do not feel a connection to the Taunton School of today.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE



UPDATES

We are very happy to recount these
remarkable success stories. All OTs
are warmly and cordially invited
to keep David Bridges posted with
their news.

Jim Francis
(School House 1947) 
francis1sa@btinternet.com 

Presentation of the Meritorious Certificate 
to Capt Jim Francis MN Rtd of Dover.
Presenting the certificate is the Lord
Lieutenant of Kent, Allan Willett.
Picture: Barry Duffield Photography

Jim was recently awarded a
Meritious Service Certificate
Award by the Lord Lieutenant of
Kent, Mr Alan Willett CGM,
recognising his dedication and
achievements with the Dover Sea
Cadets, as Honorary Secretary to
the Management Committee as
Fundraiser. Jim retired in 1994
as Senior Marine Pilot with the
Corporation of Trinity House,
London District. Jim said:
“Whilst I did not shine academically at
Taunton School, my two years there
played an important rôle in my highly
satisfactory, successful, fifty-year career
at sea, and as a consultant on Marine
Safety for the United Kingdom 
Pilots’ Association.”

Susan Farrant née Smith
(Weirfield School 1972) 
susan@farrant.uk.com

Susan has
graduated from
the University
for the Creative
Arts, Surrey,
with a Masters
in Fine Art. 
This May, 
Susan and her
husband David
celebrated their
30th Wedding

Anniversary with a trip to Venice.
Susan said:“My mother, Marjorie
Smith (née Fry Weirfield School ’47)
and I will be attending the September
Lunch at Taunton School and 
look forward to meeting other 
Weirfield girls.”

Jean Lukins
(Weirfield School 1974) 
jeanlukins@btinternet.com
Jean has recently been appointed
the 2009/10 President of the
British Institute of Verbatim
Reporters – the professional body
for court reporters and

associated professionals. 
She has been a Parliamentary,
Court and US deposition reporter
(stenographer) for many years as
well as a Council member of
BIVR. Jean said: “The profession
also works with deaf people, providing
real-time on-screen translations of
meetings, classes etc. It’s a multi-
million pound business in the UK but
there are not enough shorthand writers
to keep up with all the work, so my
first task is to examine how we adapt
and update ourselves and start to
reverse the current trend.” She has
been training in the past year to
be a Feng Shui and Ba ZI
(Chinese horoscope) consultant
and is planning to use her new
skills in these branches of
Chinese Medicine at some point –
maybe after the next BIVR AGM!  

Henry Keeling
(School House 1974) 
henry@henrykeeling.com 

Henry (OTA
President 2007)
has been
appointed to
chair the
International
Board of Guy
Carpenter. Guy
Carpenter is the
world’s leading
risk and

reinsurance specialist and a part
of the Marsh & McLennan
Companies, with over 50 offices
worldwide. Henry will be
responsible for operations in the
United Kingdom, Continental
Europe, Asia Pacific, Australia
and Bermuda. In addition, 
he will be responsible for all
Marine and Energy, Aviation and
Retrocession businesses globally.
Guy Carpenter President and
CEO Peter Zaffino commented:
“Henry’s executive experience 
at a senior and global level and 
his reputation in the industry 
are tremendous.”

Michael Parker-Pearson
(Wills West 1975) 

Mike is a
Professor of
Archaeology. 
He is an
internationally
renowned
expert in the
archaeology of
death and also

specialises in the later prehistory
of Britain and Northern Europe
and the archaeology of
Madagascar and the western
Indian Ocean. He has published
13 books and over 100 academic
papers, on topics that range from
architecture, food and warfare to
ethnoarchaeology, archaeological
theory and heritage
management. He has worked on
archaeological excavations in
Britain, Denmark, Germany,
Greece, Madagascar, Syria,
Easter Island and the United
States, and currently directs field
projects in the Outer Hebrides,

Madagascar and the Stonehenge
World Heritage Site. Mike joined
Sheffield University in 1990,
having worked as an
archaeologist for English
Heritage. He has a BA from
Southampton University (1979)
and a PhD from Cambridge
University (1985). He has been a
Member of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists (MIFA) since 1989
and a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries since 1991. Mike’s
excavations at Stonehenge have
attracted media interest and
invitations to lecture around the
world. He has appeared several
times in the Channel 4 TV show
Time Team.

Jane Phillips
(Besley 1980) 
jane.phillips@dsa.gsi.gov.uk

Jane (Weirfield &
Besley ’72-’80)
has been
appointed
Director of
Engagement &
Communication
at the Driving
Standards
Agency (DSA),
based in

Nottingham. DSA is best known
for delivering theory and
practical driving and motorbike
tests, and is part of the
Department for Transport.
Jane’s career over the past
twenty years has encompassed
the NHS, the education sector,
the private sector and her own
consultancy, specialising in
internal and external
communications – but this is her
first time in the Civil Service.
Jane lives in Sheffield with her
partner Stuart, the younger of
her two sons Jacob (15), four
dogs and a cat, while her elder
son Paul (20) has taken up
residence four miles away 
in a bijou studio flat within
staggering distance of Sheffield’s
finest nightclubs!

Stephen Curnow
(Marshall 1984) 
Stephen completed the 2009
London Marathon in a little
under 5 hours, running for the
Alzheimer’s Society and raising over
£1500. He is Senior Vice
President of the global sports and
entertainment marketing
company Wasserman Media Group,
responsible for brand consulting
and sales. 

David Graesser
(Goodland 1987) 
dave@tekresponse.co.uk

David is
Managing
Director of Tek
Response Ltd, 
a Microsoft 
Gold Partner
providing IT
networking
consultancy,

solutions and support services to

public and private organisations
across the UK. This year he has
an entry in the Who’s Who of
Britain’s Business Elite, Fastest
Growing Companies, 2009; and
has recently completed his
second business acquisition.
David said: “Over the years I have
considered how life could have been 
so different if Mr Craddock hadn’t
supported and encouraged my 
interest in computers – in fact one of
my catch phrases today ‘Aim high and
you will achieve somewhere near it’
was originally advised to me by 
Mr Craddock!”

Dorian Tilbury
(School House 1987) 
mukango@gmail.com

Dorian works for a South African
based conservation foundation,
African Parks, who have entered
into a Public Private Partnership
with the Zambian government to
rehabilitate 3 National parks in
Zambia. He is the project
manager for West Lunga
National Park where the main
focus of his work is the
preservation of the indigenous
‘mavunda’ woodland. Dorian
said: “The park is 1,684km2 and we
are negotiating on a further 4,500km2

of surrounding woodland in an attempt
to protect as much of this unique forest
type as possible. We have attracted
financial support from WWF, UNDP,
the German government's carbon
development fund as well as the
funding arm of the Dutch lottery,
Stichting Doen. The preservation 
of this woodland is important in
Zambia’s contribution to reducing their
greenhouse gas emissions as well as
mitigating the effects of climate change
through atmospheric sequestration of
CO2 and the carbon sink properties of
the forest.We hope to finalise our
agreement with the Zambian
government and sign a 20 year
management contract for 
West Lunga at the end of May. 
This project is the culmination of 5
years of work for my wife and me,
having begun our quest for West
Lunga at the end of 2003, so it is very
satisfying that we are so close to finally
achieving this dream.”



Paul Cutcliffe
(Fairwater 1990) 
paulcutcliffe@hotmail.com
Taunton School Chapel and the
Old Library were chosen by Paul
and his bride Sarah for their
wedding on Saturday 30 May
2009. The event was expertly
organised by Laura & Sharon
from Taunton School Enterprises
whom they would thoroughly
recommend for any celebration
in the West Country! Paul’s Best
Man was his cousin Peter
Campbell (Fairwater ’90) and their
former Housemaster the
Reverend Terry Curnow gave the
Address and lead the
Intercessions. The excellence of
the new chapel organ was
demonstrated by David Bridges
who accompanied a section of
the Exeter Festival Chorus who
sang pieces including
Rachmaminov Vespers, Karl
Jenkins Benedictus: Mass for
Peace and the Celtic Blessing.
Many of Paul and Sarah’s friends
attended from their university
days and office careers in London
and Australia. Among their OT
friends who attended were Tom
Joy, Dave Markham, Dan Flower,
Kate Miller, Jane Chate (née
Charlesworth) and Ailsa Wackley.
Paul said: “It was a stunning day
and the Fairwater flag was kindly
raised in honour of the celebration.”   

Henry Cavender
(Wills West 1991) 
henry@tubestation.org
In January 2007 Henry and his
business partner Kris Lannen,
headed up a three year project
under the banner of the
‘Tubestation’ in partnership with
Christian Surfers UK based in
Polzeath, funded by the
Methodist Church. The aim is to
impact on the Polzeath
Community, in particular the
surfers, through numerous forms
of ‘outreach’ based at the
Church, which is less than 50
yards from the beach.
www.tubestation.org  

Andrew Snow
(Wills West 1992) 
andrew.snow@citi.com

Andy was recently
in the news as
part of the
Ditchling CC, the
Sussex village
cricket team
which was invited
to play the Afghan
national side in
Kabul. The

Afghan team scored 262 for 5,
with Ditchling CC managing 138
for 7 in reply, in the one-day
match at a heavily fortified
military base in the Afghan
capital. Andrew said:“This is the
first time that a team from outside
Afghanistan has been to play an
Afghan sports team. We first met each
other when Ditchling CC hosted the
Afghanistan side during their June
2006 tour of England.” 

Sophie Brockman née Sadler
(Foxcombe 1994) 
SophieBrockman@aol.com
Sophie has been working in the
Cardiology Department of QA
Hospital in Portsmouth since
2004 but has recently been eager
for a new challenge and has
seized upon an opportunity for
graduates to become doctors via
a special type of degree course.
The University of Warwick made
an unconditional offer for their
Graduate-Entry Medicine course,
so Sophie begins her new life as
a medical student and future
doctor! Sophie said: “I initially
rejected the idea as I was not confident
I would be able to do it given my
academic history. I am your classic ‘late
developer’ (as it’s only about 15 years
since I left TS) but I am living proof
that it’s never to late to follow your
dreams. I am a little nervous, but
mostly extremely excited about the new
challenges ahead, and I can’t wait to
get started!”

Jonathan Manners
(Wills West 1997) 
jonathanmanners@googlemail.com

Jonathan has
been appointed
Orchestra
Manager at
English
National Opera.
He leave’s Sir
John Eliot
Gardiner’s
Monteverdi
Choir and
Orchestras

where he has been Manager of
the in-house record label Soli Deo
Gloria as well as acting Tour
Manager. Highlights of his time at
Monteverdi include being
Executive Producer on John Eliot
Gardiner’s new recordings of the
Brahms Symphonies and also
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos.
Jonathan is still an active
performer, conducting the
chamber choir DeChorum which
he founded after leaving
Birmingham Conservatoire. In
the last year they have received
and performed commissions by
Gabriel Jackson and Sir Richard
Rodney Bennett. To mark
Jonathan’s own remission from
cancer, they recorded an album
of Christmas choral music
entitled ‘What Sweeter Music’. 
The disc, together with
fundraising  concerts has raised
over £40,000 for Cancer
Research UK. Jonathan said:
“This summer, DeChorum and I join
forces with former harpist to HRH The
Prince of Wales and Classical Brit
nominee, Catrin Finch to record a new
disc. The CD will be in the shops in
time for Christmas!”

Peter Baron
(Wills East 1999) 
p.baron@vab.ua
Since finishing Taunton School
Peter has graduated from City
University Business School and
has been working in the banking

sector for 9 years. From 2003 he
worked for VAB Bank as a
Member of the Supervisory
Board. Before his career at VAB
Bank, Peter was an Advisor to
the Chairman of the Supervisory
Board of the First OVK Banking
Group in Russia. In 2006 Peter

became the
CEO of the VAB
Group, one of
the largest
banking groups
in Ukraine,
consisting of 
9 companies
varying from
the banking

activities to insurance. Peter said:
“Having become a public figure, I
hosted the Ukrainian version of the
Dragon’s Den Television Programme
as one of the judges.” He is married
to old-Tauntonian Anna Baron-
Maximova (Gloucester 2001); they
welcomed sons Daniel in 2007
and David in May 2009. 

Will Penny
(Wills West 2000) 
williamjpenny@hotmail.com
Will completed the 2009 London
Marathon in 3 hours 57 minutes
and raised over £1,300 for the
British Heart Foundation. He has
also gained his PADI divemaster
qualification, having successfully
completed a night dive to a depth
of 20m. Currently Head of
Geography at St. Laurence
School in Bath, Will recently led
a group of pupils to the Amazon
with World Challenge. Will said:
“I have supervised a group of students
in The Gambia and enjoyed many a
ski-trip throughout snowy Europe.”

Anna Bowie
(Bevan 2001) 
annabowie@live.co.uk
During March and April this year,
Anna rode 2248km (1396m) from
Cape Reinga, the northernmost
point of New Zealand’s North
Island, to Bluff, the southernmost
tip of the South Island. Cycling an

average of
100km a day,
she took 25
days which
involved riding
across
undulating
mountainous
terrain, often in
difficult weather
conditions; it
even included a
chilly day riding
through the
snow! Anna
said: “Why did I
do this? To raise

money for Malawi Home Based Care,
which was set up by my parents in
2003. In one of the poorest countries in
the world, where an estimated 35% of
15-49 year olds are HIV positive, the
project provides essential, practical and
sustainable support for chronically ill
patients and their families. So far, the
ride has raised nearly £3000.” 
If you are interested in

sponsoring Anna please go to
www.justgiving.com/annabowie
If you’d like more information
about the charity’s work, follow
the link to: www.malawihbc.org

Melissa Morris
(Besley 2001) 
melissa.e.morris@hotmail.com

Having graduated 
with a 1st class
degree in Music
from the
Birmingham
Conservatoire in
2006 Melissa
continued with
the Masters 
of Music,

specialist Piano. Following an
intervening period where she
studied at the Franz Liszt
Academy of Music, Budapest, on
the Weingarten Scholarship, she
returned to Birmingham and
graduated from the Masters in
2008. Melissa said: “I’m really
pleased to see that the Music
Department continues to flourish and
expand under its new leadership – I
have fond memories of studying with
Mark Tanner and Philip Tyack.” 

Belinda Ball
(Bevan 2004) 
belindamayball@hotmail.co.uk

Belinda
graduated 
from Exeter
University after
completing a
history degree
then stayed on
and took an 
MA in Military
History, for which
she gained a
Distinction.

Belinda said: “My research was into
the experience of the Manchester
Regiment in the First World War – my
enthusiasm for the subject was inspired
by the History Department whilst I
was at TS.”

Jonathan Bell
(Evans 2005) 
Jonathan2.Bell@uwe.ac.uk

In Summer 2008
Jonathan
travelled to
Fairfax, Virginia 
(in the suburbs of
Washington D.C.)
to work on capital
murder cases
including that of
John Muhammed,
the D.C. Sniper
and a CIA black
case for an
individual held at

Guantanamo Bay. Jonathan, who
has recently completed his
dissertation on the military trials
at Guantanamo Bay and torture
allegations said: “I assisted in the
case of Ammar Al’Baluchi, one of the
few people accused of the 9/11 attacks. I
still find time to enjoy my love of
debating and have just finished my
second year as Chair of Debates at the
University of the West of England.”  
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Emma Paterson
(Jenkin 2005) 
ep310@cam.ac.uk

Emma is currently
studying medicine
at Trinity College,
Cambridge and is
the first girl in
Trinity’s history to
have been elected
Field Club
President. Emma
said: “Although
taking on being
captain of all sports
(bar rowing) was

initially fairly daunting, I have
seriously enjoyed the challenge of
improving sport at Trinity. 

With over 1000 students, Trinity
has always had its fair share of

sporting success and this year has been
no exception. Almost all our first
teams play in the University top
divisions and I was lucky enough to be
part of the Trinity netball team who
won Cuppers (University
intercollegiate tournament) last term.
My aim this year has been to
encourage students to take up new
sports and to increase integration
between different sports. 
I introduced a weekly report that 
every student receives and designed 
a colours tie to recognise outstanding
achievement. Since arriving at
Cambridge I have always strongly
believed that involvement in sport 
is essential in what is often a 
pressured environment as it gets
students out of the library and it is an
easy way of meeting new people. 

It has been a privilege being Field Club
President this year and it was about
time a girl got elected! Having been
accepted into Addenbrooke’s 
for Clinical School, I can look 
forward to continuing my involvement
in Trinity sport for the next 3 years.”

Wesley Hosie
(Goodland 2007) 
Wesley and his brother 
Christian (aged 13 from Taunton
Preparatory School) have
successfully crossed the English
Channel for charity by kayak,
raising over £5,300 for children
with leukemia. Wesley said: 
“The crossing took 5 hours and 53
minutes and my brother is now the
youngest person ever to have made the
crossing by kayak.” 

UPDATES

David Longman (Quantocks
‘66) will be launching a
£50m charity campaign in
September to fund the
development of a 
new cancer therapy that will
treat up to 20 cancers and
serious medical conditions.

Single-handedly, David
has secured the celebrity
support of some of the
biggest names in the
entertainment industry,
including rock stars and TV
personalities. He has also
secured the Royal seal of
approval. The campaign 
will involve the celebrities 
and companies sending
emails to a current 

database of over 200 million people in the UK, Europe and North America. Those taking part
include Rangers and Manchester United football clubs, Roger Daltrey and Robert Plant, while 
negotiations are continuing to confirm the participation of companies in the retail and
communications sector. 

Among the targets for the campaign are new treatments using Photodynamic Therapy (PDT) for
lung, breast, prostate, pancreatic and stomach cancer. Other targets are vulval, cervical and penile
cancer. So too is MRSA and brain tumours. PDT is a one-off treatment without the side-effects of
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, and also allowing patients to avoid surgery. The campaign is
based around securing public donations, with each email encouraging the recipient to donate as
little as £10.

David said: “My education at Taunton School developed my character to realise that everything is
possible. Putting this campaign together for the past four years has been the most incredible
challenge. Other than the support of my partner, my Public School education taught me so much,
and instilled belief in me.”
killing.cancer@virgin.net      www.killingcancer.co.uk

The Chapman family recently featured in
a TV documentary on BBC 2 entitled
Keep it in the Family. Brothers Dominic
and Nick Chapman returned to their
childhood home in Taunton to see if they
were willing to take over the reins from
their parents and to run the family-
owned Castle Hotel. Dad Kit (Fairwater
‘65) comes from five generations of
hoteliers but after his own painful
succession experience, he’s determined

to make things easier for his sons. His older son, Dominic (Fairwater ‘91) is an award-winning
chef who trained under Heston Blumenthal and is now in charge of the prestigious kitchen at
Michael Parkinson’s The Royal Oak. Younger son Nick (Fairwater ‘93) is a new media
entrepreneur who has built up a highly successful internet advertising company. 

Nick said: “Dom and I agreed to learn the ropes separately before a busy weekend working
together to see if we might be willing and able to take on the challenges of running the famous
hotel with forty four rooms, more than fifty staff, and a very particular way of doing things.”
Dominic added: “With two highly rated restaurants, one of which is regularly Michelin starred, and
a turbulent family history over the past fifty years, we had big decisions to make!”

As viewers of this fascinating and rivetting programme saw, Dom decided that a front-of-house
rôle was not the most congenial for him, while Nick was enthusiastically contemplating taking
over the running of the Hotel.

BEACH RUGBY CHAMPIONS
For the last two years Malcolm Dunn
(Fairwater '97),  Henry Tarr (Evans '97),
Ben Tarr (Evans '99) and Daniel Law
(Marshall '97) have represented the
Lagavulin distillery in the Islay Annual
Beach-Rugby Championship. 

This is fantastic event that has 
grown massively and now sees over 
twenty teams with a number of 
ex-Scottish and Irish professionals and
internationals turning out. In the first 

year they narrowly missed out on winning the tournament, being beaten by Melrose in sudden
death. Last year, however, they were crowned champions of the beach, beating off a Border 
Reivers side (lead by Gregor Townsend – ex Scotland) and Ulster (led by David Ward –ex Ireland)
on a glorious sunny day on the beach. This year on the 13th June they returned to Islay and
retained the crown.

Malcolm said: “It's been absolutely brilliant to manage to carry on playing after we had 
so much success at school under Hugh Todd, Simon Hogg and Neil Mason. Playing on the 
beach is not quite like the school front pitch, but it's just as much fun to still be playing with 
Dan, Henry and Ben (together with some familiar calls) and while the rugby is the main focus 
it certainly helps that there are seven distilleries on the Island and we each won a £600 bottle 
of whisky!”

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY
Dom, Kit & Nick

OLD TAUNTONIANS 
AT THEIR BEST
Over the recent reunion weekend, a term’s boarding fees were pledged from various OT funds 
and individuals to support the Headmaster in his initiative to fund a 100% scholarship for 
Obi Imachukwu, a quite extraordinarily talented and deserving young girl living with her mother 
in East London, to study the International Baccalaureate and Mandarin at Taunton School 
from September.   Michael Button

KILLING
CANCER



BIRTHS
BARON to Peter Wills East ’99 and Anna David - 07.05.09
BARON-MAXIMOVA to Anna (née Maximova) Gloucester ’01 and Peter David - 07.05.09
BARROW to Andrea Gloucester ’96 and Edward Alexander - 07.06.09
BIRD to Simon Evans ’93 and Ratheesha Shivan - 15.04.09
CAMPBELL to Esther (née Shickle) Besley ’90 and Christian Jack - 18.06.09
CITTERIO to Nicky (née Courts) Jenkin ’91 and Alessandro Olivia - 04.05.09
CROSSMAN to Lisa Murray ’89 and Damon Poppy - 05.11.08
DUNCAN to Pippa (née Gordon) Bevan ’95 and James Ella - 24.08.08
KERR to Alexandra (née Van Wely) Murray ’91 and Richard Charlie - 04.11.08
HANCOCK to Clare (née Julien) Foxcombe ’93 and Zoe Jodie - 11.11.08
JOHNSON to Stuart Wills West ’99 and Laura Samia - 30.05.09
MAJOR to Joanne (née Brabner) Jenkin ’89 and Roy Thomas - 09.04.09
MUNT to Kathryn (née Clark) Foxcombe ’91 and Brad Elliott - 15.04.09
MURPHY to Vicki (née Sunderland) Besley ’98 and Luke William - 29.05.09
PARSON to Richard Evans ’95 and Loise Thomas - 30.03.09
PRENDERGAST to Jo (née Richards) Foxcombe ’91 and Glen Ewan - 17.02.09
ROBERTSON to Kate (née Jowett) Jenkin ’93 and Gregor William - 10.06.09
TILBURY to Dorian School House ’87 and Jody Lyra - 27.04.09
WESTON to Kait (née Yates) Bevan ’93 and Andrew Bertie - 23.12.08

ENGAGEMENTS
Peter Cavill (Marshall 1998) to Elizabeth Tomley        Susie Harborne (Murray 1998) to Adam Pike      
Marc Salter (Wills East 1994) to Olivia Toriglioni del Cassero-Nisbett Dr Sarah Taylor (Bevan 2002) to Fl Lt David Moran

CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS
DONALD Julian Goodland ’76 to Rycharde Apps 09.03.09

MARRIAGES
BURROUGH Ross Marshall ’96 to Paula married  16.10.08
CAMPBELL Esther (née Shickle) Besley ’90 to Christian married  06.09.08
CUTCLIFFE Paul Fairwater ’90 to Sarah married  30.05.09
DUNN Malcolm Fairwater ’97 to Hannah married  29.03.08
FISHLOCK Sonia (née Fletcher) Bevan ’97 to Guy married  01.08.09
GREEN Stephanie (née Cavill) Bevan ’00 to David married  15.08.09
GRIFFITHS Gareth Marshall ’01 to Rebecca married  25.07.09
LACKENBY Karen (née Gardham) Murray ’97 to David married  04.07.09
McALONAN Juliette (née Carrington) Jenkin ’92 to Damian married  02.05.09
McFAUL Simon Evans/Wills West ’02 to Katy married  04.04.09
PEARSE Nicola (née Middleton) Jenkin ’95 to Luke married  06.06.09
RELPH Nicky (née Maynard) Foxcombe ’92 to David married  17.05.08
ROTHWELL Katie (née Broomhead) Murray ’99 to Paul married  28.08.09
THORPE Marcus Foxcombe ’89 to Vanessa married  31.08.08
VAN TROMP Nick Marshall ’99 to Elizabeth married  07.04.09
YEAGER Melissa (née Pine) Foxcombe ’95 to Sean married  28.02.09
YOUNG Veryan (née Ridler) Gloucester ’95 to Rob married  09.05.09

DEATHS
ALDERSEY-WILLIAMS Arthur Grosvenor Wills West ’42-’47 died 23.12.08
BOYLE John Fairwater ’45-’50 died 29.04.09
CLYNE Eric Victor School House ’34-’37 died 23.08.08
EVANS Alan Robin Ernest Somerset ’45-’56 died 25.03.09
GIBSON Arthur Nigel Roderick Fairwater ’31-’40 died 04.08.08
GREEN OBE John Frederick Webb School House ’33-’37 died 15.05.09
HARDING Ronald Ewart Fairwater ’26-’29 died 21.01.09
HILL Lavinia Rose Weirfield School ’47-’55 died 22.02.09
HISCOCK Peter David Fletcher Somerset ’53-’63 died 25.04.09
JACKMAN Gordon Thomas Ian Wills East ’43-’48 died 30.06.09
KEAN Douglas James Fairwater ’23-’30 died 17.06.09
MASTERS Derek Reginald Wills East ’26-’36 died 27.10.08
MATHERS Mary (née Frost) Weirfield School ’47-’52 died 12.11.08
McCLEERY Robert Hugh Fairwater ’56-’67 died 16.01.08
PATTINSON Michael Gration Somerset ’52-’63 died 01.01.09
SECRETT John Wilfred School House ’24-’29 died 03.06.09
SPRANGER Brian Alfred Calverley Fairwater ’34-’42 died 24.08.08
STEVENS Ethel Mary Weirfield School ’28-’35 died 08.04.09
STEVENS Frank Hayman Fairwater ’22-’29 died 13.01.09
WILLIAMS Reginald Edward John Senior Day Boys ’35-’42 died 07.12.08
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WITH APOLOGIES TO...
In the January 2009 edition of the OT Review we gave mention 
that ROBERT WEBB (Fairwater ’47) had died in October 2007. 
We are very pleased to hear that Robert is alive and well and 
apologise for any distress that may have been caused.

BELATED
CONGRATULATIONS TO...
JOHN WESTCOTT (Wills East ’47) who was awarded an 
MBE in the 2009 New Year’s Honours List for services to the 
youth of Bristol. This recognizes his charity work over many 
years, especially with the Kingswood Foundation Ltd, for 
which he was Chief Executive and Financial Director. He has 
had a long and distinguished legal career, retiring as Managing
Partner of Veale Wasbrough, and a Past President of Bristol Law
Society. He was an original advocate of Conciliation in divorce 
procedure which has now become accepted practice in such 
matters. He continues to be very active in local affairs, living as 
he does near Glastonbury.
j.westcott140@btinternet

AUSTRALIAN HONOURS
Congratulations to
Gordon Gregory
(Fairwater ’64) who
was awarded an OAM
in this year's Queen’s
Birthday Honours. 

Gordon has been
for the last 17 years
the Executive Director
of the Australian Rural
Health Alliance. Before
joining the RHA 38
years ago, he was
advisor to the Federal
Minister for Primary
Industry. The chair of
the Rural Health Alliance describes his contribution as enormous.

Dr May said:“As the inaugural and only Executive Director,
Gordon has guided an Alliance of 12 groups to become a peak body
with 28 different member organisations. Under his leadership it has
become widely recognised as Australia’s pre-eminent body for rural
health advocacy. His guiding hand has steered a path at eight
consecutive biennial national rural health conferences that have
allowed the sector to unite and advocate on behalf of the 
more than seven million people who live in rural, regional and
remote Australia. Gordon’s capacity to encourage and support 
rural consumers, clinicians, indigenous groups and all those
interested in the welfare of rural Australians has seen many 
Alliance recommendations and policies adopted by successive
governments. Rural Australians are very much the richer for his
work and advocacy.” 

CORNISH CLUB LUNCH

John Carrington with John and Barbara Craig at the Cornish Club
Lunch September 2008 at Crantock Bay Hotel



PHOTOS FROM RECENT EVENTS

REUNION FOR THE LEAVERS FROM 1950-59

Above: Jim Bartlett, Les Snow and Nigel Hellier

Above: Western Club members admire the Greenpower Car which they have sponsored.

Above: John Pangbourne and 
Freddie Such

Left: Pamela Greenslade and 
David Bailey enjoying the sunshine.

Inset: Chris Tolchard, John Carter, Richard Lake and David Tapscott.

REUNION WEEKEND JUNE 2009
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REUNION FOR THE LEAVERS FROM THE 1990s

Back: Susan McCosh, Rebecca Axe, Tom Kelly, Ben Harries
Front: Henry Coate, Helen Davidson, Clive Watson, Gabrielle Carrington

LONDON GET-TOGETHER

Hosts for the
evening Rick &
Lizzie Pudner

DUBAI GATHERING
OCTOBER 2008

Anthony Forester-Bennett (Chairman) 
with Neil Longstreet

OTs enjoying a get-together after 
work at Clive Watson’s pub in London.



Frank Hayman Stevens
Fairwater 1922-1929
25 January 1911 – 13 January 2009 
aged 97

“Throughout my life I was always conscious of
the debt I owed to my schoolmasters and
tutors, who were often guides, philosophers
and friends – and moreover I knew that I
had to do my best in life for their sakes, who
had done so much for me.” These words were
written by Frank towards the end of a life in
which he repaid that debt with interest.

His time at Taunton School culminated with
becoming Head Prefect and captain of cricket
in his final year. The school magazine of
1929 said: “It was evident that the side was
out to play the game in the right spirit, and a
great deal of this was due to the leadership of
FH Stevens who led the side splendidly and
was always trying for a definite result. He can
look back with pleasure and pride to the fact
that he captained perhaps the best side the
School has put in the field.”

Prior to graduating from University
College, Oxford, with an honours degree in
History, to which he added a Cert.Ed. and an
M.A. (Oxon), he captained the college soccer
team and played for the cricket and rugby
teams, managing also to turn out in the
holidays for Taunton at cricket and 
Bridgwater at rugby. On leaving Oxford, 
he was described by one of his tutors as: 
“a man of delightful manners, unfailing
courtesy, equable temper and very pleasant 
appearance; clean-living, dead straight and
absolutely dependable.”

Frank taught History at Lewes Grammar
School and Liverpool College before serving in
an Anti-Aircraft brigade during the war. He

was demobbed with the rank of Major and
appointed Headmaster of Ormskirk Grammar
School, and then moved to the Headship of
Poole Grammar School in 1950. Both schools
thrived under his stewardship, academically,
on the sports field and in extra-curricular
activities, but he always said that four years
was long enough for a Head to be in post –
one year to size up the changes needed, two
years to implement them, a fourth year to
consolidate, and then you began to stagnate,
so it was time to move on and let a new Head
take the school forward!

In 1954 he became Headmaster of
Nyakasura School in Uganda. The life, vigour
and vision which he was said to have injected
into Poole Grammar was now applied on
another continent. In 1959 Frank left
Nyakasura with the best exam results in the
country, and joined the fledgling Uganda
Schools Inspectorate. He was appointed Chief
Inspector of Schools and developed the staff
from one officer to a cadre of twenty five. 
On his retirement in 1963, the CEO of
Uganda wrote to convey “the government’s
sincere appreciation of your loyal and
devoted service in the field of education in
Uganda. You now leave an inspectorate whose
work has little parallel in an independent
territory on this continent.”

Frank then embarked on a second
vocation, answering a call to the church, and
becoming ordained into the Anglican
priesthood in 1965, whence he returned to
his beloved native Somerset, and worked in
three parishes before finally retiring in 1976.
That he lived for a further three decades is
testament to his lively mind and enthusiasm
for life, which gave him the energy to defy
an aging body. 

He was a man of many and varied
interests, a lover of poetry, history and
cricket, a keen ornithologist, and, above all,
always ready to help other people in any way
possible. He remained a Somerset man,
through and through, ending his days in
Taunton, as president of Kilve Cricket Club, his
birthplace, and with one of his poems on
display in the Somerset County Cricket
museum. Frank passed away peacefully in
Taunton hospital. He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth, his children and a 'tribe' of grand
and great-grand children. 
Ben Stevens (son)
benstevensster@googlemail.com

William Henry Thorne
Senior Day Boys 1929-1934
4 March 1917 – 13 December 2008 
aged 91

When Bill left Taunton School he became
apprenticed as a pharmacist at Boyd’s Chemist
in Taunton, finally qualifying from Bristol in
1940. Despite being in a reserved occupation,
he volunteered to serve as a pharmacist in
the Royal Medical Corps and was called up in
1941 to serve in Italy and the Middle East.
After the war he worked in Bournemouth,
Southampton and Bristol before returning to
Taunton in 1959 where he worked at Gregory
& Wrenn Ltd until they ceased trading
in1965. He then became self-employed until
2000 – at one time being the oldest
pharmacist still practising in Britain. He
married in 1961 and spent 42 happy years
until his wife died in 2003.
Christine Denovan-Smith (Step-Daughter)

John Boyle
Fairwater 1945-50
21 July 1934 – 29 April 2009 
aged 74

Tributes paid to the man who became 
‘Mr Basingstoke’ (Basingstoke Gazette)
Family and friends are mourning a popular
larger-than-life character, who was a great
ambassador for Basingstoke and regional
rugby as well as an avid farmer. John Boyle,
who was actively involved with Basingstoke
Rugby Football Club for four decades as well
as becoming president of Hampshire RFU and
chairman of the London Division, died after
battling cancer. Known affectionately as
Boyler, John was born in Sutton, in Surrey,

and moved to Sherborne St John during the
Second World War. 

His passion for farming was kindled by
helping on a friend’s farm during holidays
from Taunton School. He became an active
member of the Basingstoke Young Farmers’
Club, where he met June Snook, and they
married at St Michael’s Church, in
Basingstoke, in 1956. Two years later their
first child Peter – who now lives at Red House
Farm with his wife and three daughters – was
born, followed by Sue, in 1960, whose two
sons Sam, 16, and George, 13, are keen
players at Basingstoke RFC. As newly-weds,
the Boyles moved into Hollybush Farm, in
Stoney Heath, where they farmed and ran a
grain haulage enterprise for almost 40 years. 

He joined Basingstoke RFC in the 1960s,
became club captain in 1968, and over the
years served as social secretary, committee
member and chairman. He served on the
Hampshire RFU, including as president in
1990, and became chairman of the London
Division, during which time the squad beat an
Australian touring team. Dr Steve Tristram,
chairman of Basingstoke RFC, who knew 
John for 38 years, said: “John lived 
life to the full and has contributed
enormously to the rugby club. When he
became more widely known, he was seen as
Mr Basingstoke, and the club has basked in
his reflected glory, because everyone always
knew John. He was an enormous ambassador
for Basingstoke.” 

OBITUARIES

OTs attended a BBQ in Dubai kindly hosted by their Chairman, Anthony Forester-
Bennett (Goodland ’78). Jonathan Skittrall (Evans ’92), Hannah Lansdell (Murray ’99)
and Joanna Saward (Gloucester ’89) were among the attendees. Chris Levan (School
House ’66) and his wife Christine were the ‘Guests of Honour’. 

Anthony said:“It emerged that Christine is the sister of Stephen Pearson
(Goodland ’78) who was a very good friend of mine in the 6th form.  
We managed to get Stephen on the 'phone at one stage. He now lives in Munich,
Germany. Unfortunately, Stephen did not get home until quite late in the evening 
(our time), long after Christine and I had lost the ability to speak coherently!”

DUBAI CLUB

l-r: Chris, Christine, Maria and Anthony 



Chairman of the OT Western Club Chris Levan
(School House ‘66) has kindly donated to the
School a wonderful oil painting by Tony
Forrest, one of the UK’s leading wildlife artists.
The painting, entitled ‘Leopard, Okavango
Delta’, was unveiled at a ceremony in the
Science Block on 19th June at the start of the
Reunion Weekend. Chris is a member of the
Foundation Board and established the popular
‘Brigstowe Travel Scholarship’ in 2001 for U6
pupils. Chris said: “As human population
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MENTIONED 
IN DESPATCHES...

Paul Tremelling 
(Wills West ’93) was
recently ‘Mentioned in
Despatches’ – the
longest standing award
for gallantry which,
since 1994, has only
been awarded for
actions in the face of the
enemy. Paul said: “My
real memories of the
day in Afghanistan will
always be the amount of
fire that we could hear
going in both directions
whenever we spoke to
the guys on the ground
and the yells and
screams that could be
clearly heard over it all.
I think that the most
important thing to say
about the whole event is
that the scenario created
the award in that the
weather was dreadful,
the enemy was getting
into the swing of things,
they were very close to
friendlies, and the radio
broke. What I did was
what any coalition pilot
with the correct
weaponry onboard
would have done, of
that I am certain. We
quite rightly take rules

of engagement very seriously indeed, and on top of them take great care to act as our
commanders and nations would want us to. This keeps us straight within the letter and
spirit of the rules, and also ensures that nothing we do could ever undermine what 
we are trying to achieve in Afghanistan. On the day in question this burden was lifted
from us and we were able to go about our business unhindered as we were faced 
with the situation we all dream about, i.e. there were no non-combatants anywhere near
the fighting and the enemy and our allies were engaged in an all out fight where the
prize was life and the price of failure quite the opposite. In these cases the gloves come
off and our job is to provide as much violence as it takes to ensure that the coalition
carries the day.” 

For his actions he was awarded a Mention in Despatches, which was listed in the
London Gazette on 6th March 2009:

“On 14 August 2008 TREMELLING, a Naval Strike Wing harrier pilot, flying operational
sorties in support of Operation Herrick in Afghanistan, was formation wingman of a pair
of aircraft, tasked to support troops in contact with enemy forces. Few ground attack pilots
have had to cope with such a dangerous, complex and pressing tactical problem as the
situation faced by TREMELLING, whose formation leader was initially absent, conducting
air refuelling. Flying at low level, in poor weather and coming under fire from several
locations, he successfully identified enemy forces that were intermingled with friendly
troops at several locations. 

The accuracy of his attacks on four different targets, employing rockets and an airburst
bomb, quickly curtailed the enemy threat and protected the lives of coalition soldiers. 
The manner in which he dealt with an emergency situation presented by the failure of his
leader’s radio allowed sustained support to the troops. In a demanding, dangerous and
confused environment TREMELLING demonstrated the highest standards of courage 
and airmanship.” 

Lieutenant Commander Paul Tremelling

PAINTING UNVEILED
expands, wildlife is coming under increased
threat and it is important to protect many of
the animals in their natural habitat. My wife
and I hope that displaying this painting of one
of nature's most intelligent and agile animals
will be a consatnt reminder to all Taunton
School pupils who pass this way that without
’wildlife’ our lives would be unimaginable.” 

The Headmaster thanked Chris for the
spectacular painting and for his generous 
support of the School over the years.

Between 1990 and 2001 all four of the
Broomhead girls came through the ranks of
Taunton School.

Lucy (Foxcombe ’93), the eldest, met her
husband here (Dickson Chin, Wills West ‘93).
Now living in Hong Kong the Chins have two
boys and another child on the way. Lucy, a
qualified teacher since 2004, has been working
in International Schools in Hong Kong whilst
Dickson is the General Manager of Wallam
Ship Agency, Hong Kong.

Jane (Foxcombe ’94) followed Lucy to Hong
Kong for 8 years before relocating to Dubai
where she lives now with her husband Carlos

and their new born son,
Charlie. Jane is the Director
and part owner of event
management company 
Laxton Marketing
(www.laxtonmarketing.com). 

Katie (Foxcombe ’96 &
Murray ’99) lives in
Oxfordshire with her RAF
Helicopter Pilot fiancée,
Paul. They were married in
August this year at Glasgow
University where they met
one another. Katie is also in
the RAF, a Physical
Education Officer recently
promoted to Flight

Lieutenant. Katie is still as energetic as 
always; she recently swam the English 
Channel as part of a relay. Her team were 
the first Scottish University to manage 
the feat.

Amy (Murray ’01) followed 
Lucy and Jane to Hong Kong just over 
2 years ago. She now works for Jane’s 
event management firm helping to run 
events like the International Soccer Sevens 
and the Rugby Tens tournaments. Amy is 
slowly settling down but still likes to spend a 
lot of her time exploring the world by bike or
on foot.

SISTERS! SISTERS!
THE BROOMHEADS



PRESIDENT Jan Nuttall jan.nuttall@gmail.com
President-Elect Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com
Vice Presidents Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com 

Michael Willacy CBE willacy@mwa-consultancy.co.uk
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
The Headmaster headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
(ex officio)

Trustees Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
John Pangbourne cpangbourne@hotmail.com

Hon Assoc Secretary Colin Humphrey colin@nths.fsnet.co.uk
Hon Assoc Treasurer Simon Smart simonseansmart@gmail.com
Registrar David Bridges  ots@tauntonschool.co.uk
Publications Secretary John Carrington  annjohn@ukonline.co.uk
Recent Leavers Representative

LONDON CLUB Chairman: Mary Woodgate mary.woodgate@accenture.com
Hon Sec.: Julian Pike  home@feinpike.co.uk

WELSH CLUB Chairman: Oliver Griffiths olgriff@hotmail.com
Hon Sec.: Philip Griffiths  philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk

WEST WALES CLUB Chairman: Philip Griffiths  philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com

WESTERN CLUB Chairman: Chris Levan  chrisjlevan@aol.com
Hon Sec.: David Bridges  david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk

SOUTHERN CLUB Lunch Secretary: Chris Davis chrisdav@alderholt.freeserve.co.uk

SCOTTISH CLUB Chairman: 
Hon Sec.: Crona O’Shea  crona_o_shea@hotmail.com

MIDLANDS CLUB Chairman: Keith Ingram keith.ingram99@yahoo.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Chris Ainley  chris@ainley.plus.com

CORNISH CLUB Chairman: Bruce Jeffares  brucejeffares@talk21.com

NORTHERN CLUB Chairman: Stephen Gullick  ots@tauntonschool.co.uk

EASTERN AUSTRALIA CLUB Chairman: Mark Slee  markslee51@excite.com

WESTERN AUSTRALIA CLUB Chairman: Greg Gregory  greg@highway1.com.au

CANADIAN CLUB Chairman: Chris Loat  chris-loat@shaw.ca

USA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Dr Alan Morgan  alanmdjmary@cs.com

HONG KONG CLUB Chairman: Sabrina Leung  sabrina@chamberlain-edu.com
FRENCH CLUB Chairman: Edward Bryant  (Berdichevsky)

edwardbryant@noos.fr

SPANISH CLUB Chairman: John Edwards  jed@johnedwards.org.uk

NEW ZEALAND CLUB Chair: Ceri Abbott  chocolate_abbott@yahoo.co.uk

DUBAI CLUB Chairman: Anthony Forester-Bennett afb@emigrates.net.ae

PRESIDENTS’ CLUB 

OLD TAUNTONIAN TRUST (Reg Charity No. 1060388)
Charitable purposes connected with Taunton School

Trustees: John Pangbourne (Principal Trustee and Treasurer)
Overmonnow House, St Thomas’s Square, 
Monmouth, NP25 5ES

Michael Button,  David Jenkins
SPORTS CLUB Chairman: Will Osmond will@osmondandosmond.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Peter Dunn  peelo1@hotmail.com

GOLFING SOCIETY President: Wes Wyatt  wowyatt@supanet.com
Hon Sec.: Richard Jowett  richardjowett@hotmail.com

200 CLUB Chairman: David Brighton  balfour@waitrose.com
Hon Sec.: Dennis Webb  dennis@rustywebb.plus.com

OT FREEMASONARY
Old Tauntonian Lodge No. 5735 Master: Brig. Robin Maddy  r.maddy@ntlworld.com

Secretary: John Ingram-Johnson  jij@cfsca.com

Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 Master: Julian Frost 
Secretary: Chris Harding  harding588@btinternet.com

Old Tauntonian Chapter No. 5735 Z: Derick Burlingham Johnson  
E: David Hughes  david.c.hughes@lineone.net

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
Friday 11 Western Club Lunch & Weirfield Reunion Taunton School
Sunday 13 Cornish Club Lunch Crantock Bay
Saturday 26 Western Club Dinner Taunton School
OCTOBER
Friday 9 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 4 French Club Cocktail-Dinatoire British Embassy – Paris
Thursday 12 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Saturday 21 Welsh Club Dinner Parc Hotel, Cardiff
DECEMBER
Monday 7 Western Club Christmas Lunch Taunton School
Wednesday 9 Southern Club Christmas Lunch Cloud Hotel, Brockenhurst
Saturday 12 Sports Club Dinner Taunton School

JANUARY 2010
Friday 8 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
FEBRUARY
Friday 5 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Saturday 20 Midland Club Dinner Stratford-upon-Avon
MARCH
Friday 5 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Saturday 13 Annual Dinner Taunton School
MAY
Friday 7 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
JUNE
Fri 18-Sun 20 Reunion Weekend Taunton School
SEPTEMBER
Friday 10 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
OCTOBER
Saturday 16 Western Club Dinner Taunton School
NOVEMBER
Friday 12 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
DECEMBER
Monday 6 Western Club Christmas Lunch Taunton School
Saturday 11 OT Sports Club Dinner Taunton School

OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION
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We reported in our 
last edition on James
Bowthorpe’s (Evans ‘95)
brilliant round-the-world
cycle venture – with which
he is raising money
towards research into
Alzheimer’s Disease.
James left England on
29th March.

In early June when
James passed through
Perth, local OT’s acting as
coordinators took James
to meetings with the
Western Australian Deputy
Premier and Minister for
Health, the local ABC
radio, plus arrangements

for service to the bike (and to James!). That evening they hosted a small dinner to celebrate
James’ fabulous venture, at which it was the local tradition for the guest to wear the honorary
‘Seconds Cap’ for the duration of the evening. The Western Australian OTs presented James with
a set of miniature silent whistles to be attached to his bike. These are said to scare away
kangaroos – provided the speed is something over 57Km/hr! Despite a few delays en route,
James hopes to complete his round-the world trip on September 13th – breaking the existing
world record by over three weeks. We hope to provide an update in the next Review. 

As we go to press James is on the edge of the Nullabar Desert on his way to Brisbane. He has
so far raised £46,000 towards his target of £1.8m. His progress blog, and details of his
extraordinary journey, can be followed on www.globecycle.org

On Sunday 8th February a good number of members and their guests enjoyed a 3 hour guided
Bird Watching Cruise on the River Exe despite the snow which prevented many being unable to
get to Exmouth – A30 blocked at Jamaica Inn, Bath icebound and roads impassable in the
Quantocks amongst the reasons. Congratulations to those who made it – 30 species of birds were
seen including a Peregrine, which with an excellent commentary on the boat made the trip
worthwhile; despite the rain and cold wind some braved the upper deck, and everyone took
advantage of the hot chocolate and soup which was available on board. When the boat turned
round at Topsham we were only a short distance away from Telegraph Hill where over a hundred
vehicles were trapped by the snow only a couple of nights before. Thanks also to Marian and
Derrick Mead who provided a Devon cream tea at their home in Woodbury afterwards.

FIONA GUEST
Fiona Guest (Bevan ‘02) has this summer announced her decision to resign from the OTA
Committee. Fiona was appointed in 2006 with the perhaps rather cumbersome title of Recent 
Leavers’ Representative, and her arrival was warmly welcomed. Her tireless and enthusiastic input 
has been much valued and admired. She participated fully in committee, canvassed and
researched OTs’ views, and conceived of many initiatives designed to involve younger OTs. She was 
understandably disappointed that some of these faltered through lack of support from the wider
membership. We have been most grateful for her suggestions and her energy, wish her well, and 
hope to see her still at OT events.

The Committee now seeks to add two new members to its number who will be able to continue
where Fiona left off. We are looking for Tauntonians within the age range 25-35, or thereabouts, 
who would be willing to participate in two Saturday committee meetings held at the school each
year, and who would enjoy sharing their ideas about the ongoing development of the OTA. 
Anyone who would like to find out more is most welcome to contact either our new 
Secretary, Colin Humphrey (colin@nths.fsnet.co.uk) or the OT Manager, David Bridges
(ots@tauntonschool.co.uk).

WESTERN CLUB: 
ALL OF A TWITTER!

OT AUSTRALIAN CLUB MEET 
WITH JAMES BOWTHORPE 

WELSH CLUB DINNER: NOVEMBER 2008
THE PARC HOTEL, CARDIFF

l-r: Greg & Mardie Gregory (OTWA), Nola Smart JP (Political
Liaison), James Bowthorpe, Brian Mollan (OTWA)

John Pangbourne, Irving Struel and Phil Griffiths with their OT Welsh Rugby Team 1956 photo behind. Ben Solanki, Chekko Carpenter & Sarah Pugh.

l-r: Federico Borzone, Ed Gauntlett, Andy Mason, Josh Bess, James Longstreet, Fiona Guest. Chairman Ollie Griffiths (Fairwater ‘99) with Andy Mason (l) & James Speedy (r).
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Ian Irvin (Somerset '64) submitted this photo of the TS Lands End Run Team in 1963. The
event was held from 29th to 31st March 1963 when they ran in relay from the School to
Lands End and back, establishing a world record (although Ian can’t remember what it
was!) and even managed to get one of the earliest sponsorships – from Dunlop who
supplied them with the running shoes. Such sponsorship was very rare if it happened at all,
in those days! Ian said: “Maurice Kirk (Somerset '63) and I are trying to remember the
names of the runners and maybe someone can help with names and contact details,
enabling us to get back together at an OT event for a mini reunion.” If you can fill in any
of the question marks please contact Ian at: iantina.irvin@btinternet.com

NEW OT LADIES BROOCH
For some time the Committee have been researching in order to
determine a more appropriate OTA presentation for the girls
who are leaving the Upper Sixth. (Boys have for many years
been given an OT tie.) The hall-marked brooch of the traditional
Taunton School griffin (illustrated) was presented for the first

time at the end of the summer term, 2009. This brooch is also now available for purchase
(£35) from the School OT Office (contact David Bridges: ots@tauntonschool.co.uk).

OUT AND ABOUT....

Michael Button (Wills East '56 – on the right) recently met up with Michael Redgrove (Foxcombe '62)
in Zhuhai, China.

Back Ian Irvin/ ????/Maurice Kirk / John Bracegirdle
Front: ???? / ???? / ???? / Roger Jago / ???? / Nick Read / ????

LAND’S END RUN:
LOOKING FOR THE TEAM...

Jake Holdsworth (Fairwater ’07) is looking for a potential Business Mentor to advise him help
the growth of his new business – importing and retailing radio controlled helicopters and
accessories which is mostly aimed at the intermediate level pilots: www.rcchoppers.co.uk. 
Jake stresses that he is seeking advice and time rather than financial investment. 

If you are able to help, Jake would be delighted for you to contact him at:
jakeholdsworth@hold5.net

BUSINESS MENTOR

Edward Bryant (Wills West ’58) is enjoying a busy
‘retirement’. He says: “I’m trying to give something back
to the community in a hopefully meaningful way through
presentations and seminars at some of the grandes écoles,
in particular Sciences Po, and universities, especially Paris
Dauphine and Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne – at
no cost of course!”

BUSY ‘RETIREMENT’

Nick Stern with Edward Bryant at his
Doctoris Honoris ceremony

A group of the OTs of West
Australia met recently to enjoy, on
a balmy late summer’s day, an
outdoor barbecue near
Mundaring Weir, one of the
State’s water resources.
(Apologies had been tendered by
ten or so other of our members.
One of note was from Jenny
Kerslake, née Ducasse (Jenkin
’90), who was due to give birth at
around this time. OT’s WA
confirmed it just qualified as an
excuse, and offered best wishes.) 

Each had brought their
individual fare, from Lynne
Sooby’s delicious barbecued
‘Haloumi’ cheese, to Donald

Dawson’s (School House’40) foil-wrapped fish.
Others had pork ribs, gourmet sausages or the
best prime steak to offer to the gods of the
barbecue. Wine and soft drinks were also

much to the fore as we listened and giggled at
stories told by one or another about TS from
the Thirties through to the Eighties. Sadly we
had none with us that day to relate more
contemporary stories. 

Wendy and David Forrest (School House ’46)
gave a vivid account of visiting TS some
months ago, and of the delight when 
David Bridges not only escorted them to 
the Chapel, but was soon demonstrating the
new organ. We were all surprised to
understand that the new organ is located to
the right side of the Chapel (as one progresses
inwards from the main doors) and not 
to the left where the previous organ 
was located. 

Refreshments over, it became necessary to
set up the wickets. However, those who had
brought the equipment produced only one bat,
and one that was impossible to play straight
because it was kind of ‘S’ shaped (see photo).
All had a turn at most positions on the pitch,

save for Donald who moved his chair to
square leg and was the permanent umpire.
We sat him directly facing into the sun in case
he saw something. Amongst the most adept
were our youngest guests, Ben and Zoe
Griffiths, who had come with their parents
Julia and Andrew (Goodland ’83). They had
also brought their Gran Angela (Griffiths) who
surprised us all when bowling as she delivered
the occasional ‘wrong-un’. Well, to be honest,
they were nearly all wrong. Photographer
‘Sam’ Sooby (Fairwater ’59), versed in the arts
of the ‘Paparazzi’, camera to the fore, moved
in from point when Lynne was batting to get 
an action shot. She dolled up a simple catch
and Sam was roundly abused by others for
favouring his camera over the ball that 
he dropped. 

Greg Gregory (Fairwater ’60) at deep 
mid-on missfielded the odd on-drive as 
he attempted simultaneously to keep his 
pipe alive. 

OLD TAUNTONIANS IN WEST AUSTRALIA

Rear: Lynne & Sam Sooby, Mardie & Greg
Gregory, Andrew & Julia Griffiths. Seated:
David & Wendy Forrest (+ the crook bat),
Angela Griffiths, Donald Dawson. 
Front: Zoe & Ben Griffiths


