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The trip became a mental challenge as much as a physical endurance. 32-year-old James had to
programme his mind to think small in order to keep going. “If you can cycle five miles, 
you can cycle 120 – you just have to do it 24 times, and that’s how I thought about it: five miles
at a time.” One day in India, when he could eat no food, he still managed to cover 132 miles. By
the end of the trip he was clocking up to 150 miles per day, despite tendonitis in both ankles.
One of his worst experiences was being pursued by muggers in Iran. Five men followed him in a

car for three miles. It was dark. They attempted to force him off the road and to grab him from 
his bike. “It was the worst half-hour of my life.” Eventually two teenagers came to his aid and
called up a friend from the Iranian Army. When the muggers had driven off the friend explained
that at least they would have attacked him and taken his bike, his passport and all his possessions. 
It could have been a kidnapping or worse.
More comically, he collided with a wombat in Australia. “When Australians warned me to look

out for them at night, I laughed them off. But sure enough, I hit one when I was going downhill at
speed. They’re massive. It was like hitting a brick wall. My bike folded up and I went flying over
the handlebars. The wombat ran off and I limped into a town, luckily with only scratches 
and bruises.”
Meanwhile, James says the best thing about the journey was the kindness he met from people

all round the world including members of the OT Australia Club. He was given free meals and
clothes and bike maintenance. A mechanic in Kentucky gave him the cranks off his own bike when
James’s had failed. James was motivated by his grandfather’s Parkinson’s disease, and his
research work on Parkinson’s in a clinic attached to King’s Hospital, London. To date, he has raised
£115,242.00 against his aim of £1.8 million towards the research. Anyone moved to contribute can
still do so at www.globecycle.org – which also provides a great deal of background information to
James’s memorable and impressive feat. james@globecycle.org

JAMES BOWTHORPE
Well, he did it! Readers of the January 2009 ‘Review’
may recall that James Bowthorpe (Evans 1995) was
about to make an attempt on the round-the-world cycling
record last set in 2008. His aim was to cycle 120 miles a
day over 150 days, a total of 180,000 miles. When he
completed his enterprise, cycling into Hyde Park on
September 19th, 2009 after 175 days, he had beaten the
world record by 20 days, traversing twenty countries in
less than six months. A formidable achievement.
He had set out from London and his home in Balham

on March 29th, knowing that conditions would be
challenging and in some areas potentially dangerous.
Some of the weather and terrain would be treacherous,
especially in countries as diverse as Ukraine, Turkey,

Malaysia and Canada. And so it proved. When he reached Romania, says James, “I basically had a
mental and physical breakdown. For three days I rode into a headwind that cut my speed in half.
To maintain my mileage, I had to get up at seven in the morning and cycle until midnight every
night.” The hills in Turkey proved especially tough, and in India food poisoning caused him to lose
a fifth of his body weight. “I just couldn’t keep any food down, which made getting the miles done
really difficult. My symptoms eventually subsided, but as soon as I got to Bangkok they returned
with a vengeance and I was laid up in bed for five days.”

FOUR OLD TAUNTONIANS FIND FAME

JOHN JAMESON MBE
OTs will have been delighted to see the news that 
John Jameson (Wills East 1959) was awarded the MBE for
services to cricket in the 2010 New Year’s Honours List.
John’s cricket career – and it is barely finished yet –

has of course been distinguished. His entire professional
life has been devoted to cricket. He played for
Warwickshire and England, was a county circuit umpire,
became a pitch inspector and coached for Sussex. In 1989
he joined MCC as Assistant Secretary (Cricket) with
responsibility for MCC’s tours, out-matches, and the laws
of cricket. He has become a fixture on the Laws sub-
committee and contributed to the new code in 2000.
He was the first man to face a ball in a cricket World

Cup match – against India in 1975. He played in four
tests for England, with a highest score of 82.
Taunton School was indeed fortunate to secure his

services for a spell as cricket coach from 1977-1983.
John describes himself as ‘gob-smacked’ by the MBE award. “It was totally out of the blue and

took me a few minutes to take in. I’ve worked in cricket all my life and this is just the icing on
the cake.“

Tatler Magazine held their eighth annual
Restaurant Awards at the Mandarin Oriental,
Hyde Park, on January 19th 2009 and the
Best Young Chef Award went to Dominic
Chapman (Fairwater 1991). Dominic started
at The Royal Oak, Maidenhead, after a
successful stint at Heston Blumenthal’s Hinds
Head pub in nearby Bray. Before the Hinds
Head he spent five years at Kensington Place,
Rowley Leigh’s seminal Brit brasserie in
London. His love of modern British cooking

came during his formative years at his
father’s hotel, The Castle in Taunton. The
Royal Oak was awarded a Michelin Star in
the 2010 Michelin Guide for Great Britain
and Ireland. It is a wonderful accolade and
comes hard on the heels of the pub being
named the AA Restaurant of the Year for
2008, Best Pub Chef in the ‘Good Food
Guide’ and Michael Winner’s ‘best restaurant
outside of London’. If you'd like to try some
of Dominic’s cooking at The Royal Oak or try

some of his recipes, take a look at
www.theroyaloakpaleystreet.com 
Dominic says: “As an OT that had quite a

colourful time at TS I hope this news will 
make anyone that knows me smile. To
become one of only 140 restaurants in the UK
that are deemed good enough to be awarded
a star is an extraordinary achievement.”
dap.chapman@btinternet.com
Congratulations to Dom for these 

splendid achievements.

LESLIE SCOTT
One of the world’s few professional game
designers, Leslie Scott (Weirfield 1974) is the
creator of the blockbuster game Jenga and the 
co-founder of Oxford Games Ltd., where 
she has invented around 40 other games.
Jenga – the word means ‘build’ in Swahili –
has been hugely successful around the 
world since its release 27 years ago. 
Lesley invented the game in 1983, taking 
her inspiration from improvised games 
played with her younger brother’s building
bricks. Having trade-marked the name 
she produced and sold it herself until a 
Canadian toy firm showed an interest 
in 1986. She lives in the Oxfordshire 
countryside and the plains of Africa (where 
she was brought up) with her zoologist 
husband and their two children.
www.aboutjenga.co
leslie.scott@btconnect.com
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UPDATES
We are very happy to recount these
remarkable success stories. All OTs
are warmly and cordially invited
to keep David Bridges posted with
their news.

Chris Trebble
(Somerset 1962) 
chris.trebble@lots2do.co.uk
Chris is now working even
harder than ever on his website:
www.lots2do.co.uk aimed at
promoting all aspects of ‘what’s
on, where to go and what to do’
to the general public (with a
special interest in getting
customers back to supporting
the great social institution that
is the Great British Pub!). 
Event listings, gig listings and
performer profiles are free if
entered online. Please don’t
hesitate to use the site to
promote your own event – our
database covers the whole of the
UK and beyond and we’re happy
to list any type of event – big or
small. Chris says: “I can also be
seen from time to time back at
Taunton School trying to use the
Sports Club facilities to regain some 
of that long lost youthful fitness of
1955-62!”

Stephen Hughes 
(Foxcombe 1969) 
hughes_stephen03@msn.com

On leaving Taunton School,
Stephen joined the newly
opened Cardiff office of 
Cooper Brothers & Co (to
become through a series of
mergers in latter years
PricewaterhouseCoopers) as one
of the first articled clerks in an
office that was to expand to
become the leading professional
services firm in South Wales by
the late ’80s. After qualification
as a Chartered Accountant,
Stephen spent four years with
the firm in East Africa, two
years of which were as a
Partner in the firm’s Tanzanian
practice. On his return to the
UK, Stephen became a Partner
in the firm’s UK practice in 1982
until his retirement  in June
2008. Stephen held various
management roles in the firm’s
Wales & West practice and
specialised in advising growing
businesses in all aspects of
corporate finance. During this
time he was founder member of
the Gwent Business Forum and
served for 5 years as a Non
Executive Director on NHS
Gwent Community Health Trust.
During the period 1999-2001,
Stephen was seconded to the
firm’s practice in Bangkok to
establish a Corporate Finance
team. He spent 15 months as the

firm’s Head of Corporate
Finance for SE Asia, working in
China, Malaysia, Singapore,
Taiwan and Vietnam. Two of the
highlights from this period were
being invited to speak at the
opening of the Hanoi and Ho-Chi
Minh Official Stock Exchanges
and witnessing at first hand the
rapid emergence of China as the
economic powerhouse of the
world. Stephen has lived in
Monmouth for the last 22 years
with his wife Julie, and during
this time has had active
involvement with the RNLI, the
Mencap Blue Sky Appeal and the
Bridges Community Centre in
Monmouth. In April 2009
Stephen was sworn in as the
High Sheriff of Gwent for
2009/10. Stephen says: 
“I am very proud to be invited to be
the 469th High Sheriff of Gwent and
follow in the footsteps of the many
distinguished people from the 
county who have held this position
since 1540.”

John White
(Marshall 1979)

John is Director of Falcon Self
Drive Ltd from which the School
leases its fleet of minibuses.
John is pictured handing over to
Headmaster Dr John Newton the
keys to the latest additions to
the Taunton School fleet, which
is now comprised of fourteen
minibuses and two 53-seater
coaches. Pupils are bussed in
daily from Bristol, Minehead,
Exeter, Yeovil, Sidmouth,
Glastonbury, Wiveliscombe and
intervening pick-up points – a
far cry from how things used to
be, and enabling upwards of 220
pupils to access the School to
the great convenience of 
their parents.

Sanjay Wadvani 
(Wills East 1985) 
sanjaywadvani@hotmail.com
July 2009 saw Sanjay appointed
the new British Deputy High
Commissioner for Eastern India,
based in Kolkata (Calcutta), the
city of his birth. Sanjay, who
joined the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office in July
1987, wants to identify the next
generation of entrepreneurs
during his stint in the city,
besides focusing on building
business between small and
medium enterprises that he
thinks are ‘the core strength’ of
both Bengal and Britain. The
British Deputy High Commission
in Kolkata is responsible 
for providing consular services
to British visitors and for
building political, commercial
and other links between the UK
and 13 states in the east and
northeast of India, the Indian
union territory of the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands and the
Kingdom of Bhutan. Sanjay
(pictured above) said: “We’re a 
small office, but we cover a huge area 
of the country which, although 
less developed economically than
many other parts of India, offers many
opportunities and greatly reflects its
amazing diversity. The northeast in
particular is less visited by British
tourists than the more well known
regions in the country, but it promises
a wonderful experience for the more
adventurous traveller.”

Sina Sofola 
(Foxcombe 1986)
sinasofola@yahoo.co.uk

In February
2010, Sina was
announced as
one of the 19
new Senior
Advocates of
Nigeria (SAN).
This award is

the Nigerian equivalent of the
English Queen’s Counsel (Q.C).
Sina said: “I am, of course, very
excited and pleased with myself – I
shall be ‘sworn in’ at the Supreme
Court, Abuja on Monday 12th April.”

Henry Yau
(Wills East 1986)
henryyau@yahoo.com

A Chartered
Accountant by
training, Henry
is now an
experienced
banker with over
19 years of
investment
banking and
financial

advisory experience in Europe
and Asia, including more than
15 years of management
experience in leading teams to
originate, structure and execute
investment banking transactions
in a diverse range of industries
across Asia, with special focus
on the Greater China region. 
As Managing Director and 
Head of Corporate Finance of
Ivory Capital, with overall
responsibility for the firm’s
corporate finance and 
M&A business in Asia, Henry
has advised on numerous 
M&A and capital markets
transactions in the Asia 
Pacific region.  

Andrew Craig 
(Wills East 1988)
learningwheels@ntlworld.com

Andrew has been teaching
Modern Foreign Languages for
15 years, most recently as Head
of Department. One awe-
inspired day at the chalk-face –
well actually the interactive
white-board face  – he had an
idea. Eighteen months later that



idea has  become a successful
business. His wife, Wendy, with
superb creative flair, has
enabled the business to grow.
Meanwhile their son, five-year-
old Fergus, wonders why there
are so many ‘wheels’ around 
the house!   

Mark Bootherstone 
(Fairwater 1992)
mark.bootherstone@gmail.com
Mark is busy creating his 
own niche in the French 
wine industry. His idea is to
offer ‘Experience Days’ at
wineries where in addition to
the usual tastings two people
can have a meal and get
practically involved in choosing
their own vines, assisting in
pruning and/or harvesting, and
learnng how to blend the
Chateau’s grape varieties. 
At the end of the line, once the 
annual process is complete,
clients receive the same 
number of bottles as the 
number of vines they have
adopted. Mark’s idea is 
that this will appeal to his
clients either as an original 
gift or as a personal treat.
Readers wishing to find out
more can check
www.gourmetodyssey.com 

Nicky Broxis (née Irvin) 
Bevan 1994 
nicky@teamworks-sa.com 

Nicky, her husband Paul, and
new-born Freddie now live in
Hout Bay, Cape Town, South
Africa, where she runs her own
business, TeamWorks
(www.teamworks-sa.com) which
provides Team Building Services
to major corporates throughout
South Africa. Paul is a Retail
Consultant working for one of
the largest Consultancy Groups

in South Africa. Freddie was
born into an outdoor life with
Nicola and Paul regularly
competing in running, riding
and surfskiing events; 
Freddie was on the beach
watching surfskiing when only 
4 days old!

Chris Dinwiddy 
(Goodland 1996)
Chris.Dinwiddy@hotmail.co.uk

After working in
London for
several of the
World’s largest
companies
(including UK
Recruitment
Manager for
Diageo) Chris
moved to Cape

Town with his young family 
last year. Chris has recently set
up a Cape Town-based
accommodation and tourism
company focused on providing
tailor-made packages of 
rental properties and tourist
activities for clients visiting the
Western Cape. Chris said: 
“We have a great stock of 
long-term, holiday and World Cup
properties and can arrange anything
else that is available in the Western
Cape – whether wine tasting, 
shark diving, hiking or safari 
to name a few”. For more
information please visit:
www.oneworldpropertygroup.
co.za 

Edward Evans 
(Goodland 1996)
Ted Evans, a doctor in the Royal
Devon and Exeter Hospital’s
A&E unit, has recently been on
attachment as Captain Evans
with the British army overseas.
He was deployed to Afghanistan
in early 2008, giving clinical
support to the 3rd Battalion
Parachute Regiment and 6th
Battalion The Rifles. He was the
only doctor wth the latter
battalion. “Working in accident and
emergency takes a certain mind set
where many clinical decisions are
made as quickly as possible,” says
Ted. “That is useful for my role in
army medical support. We try to treat
people within what we call the ‘golden
hour’, which means getting them back
to the field hospital as quickly as
possible and then from there, we 
try to transfer them back to the 
UK as soon as we can. The field
hospital in Afghanistan is very
similarly equipped to the hospital in
Exeter but on a smaller scale. It has
got many of the same investigative
treatments that we would use in
Exeter. It was an extremely good
experience out there.”
Ted’s brother Michael Evans
(Goodland 1998) was in the 
ENT Department, also at Royal
Devon and Exeter, but decided
on a career change and is
currently at Sandhurst, where
he is due to ‘pass out’ in 
June, 2010. He hopes to join 
the Ghurkhas.

Lee Cooper 
(Evans 1998) 
lee.cooper@cooper
associatesltd.com
Lee has been working in
financial services, firstly as a
financial planning manager with
HSBC and then moving to an
independent financial advisory
firm where he spent six years,
three of which were as a
director of the company. 
More recently, he has formed 
his own Taunton-based
company, Cooper Associates
Wealth Management Ltd,
employing twelve members of
staff, one of whom is his 
sister Samantha Cooper
(Besley 2004). The company
specialises in building and
preserving capital for individuals
and is about to open a second
office in Bristol. Lee is married
to Diana and has a son 
called William. 

Nophol Techaphangam 
(Marshall 2000)
nophol@hotmail.com
Nophol has recently been
appointed Vice Managing
Director of Somphol Bedding &
Mattress Manufacturing Co Ltd
which has been the mattress
and bedding supplier of choice
for deluxe hotels, resorts,
hospitals, exclusive residences
and large-scale accommodation
projects both in Thailand and
abroad under the brand
“Springmate” since its
establishment in 1985. 
The company’s recent clients
include the Royal Household 
of Bhutan. 

James Longstreet 
(Marshall 2006)
j.longstreet@hotmail.com

In mid-February,
Jamie played in the
Euro Hockey
Challenge Indoor
Championships in
Bratislava for Cardiff
University, the Welsh
Champions. They
played against some
of the best indoor

teams across the continent 
and managed to gain a 
bronze medal. Jamie said: 
“the tournament was a 
fantastic experience.”

Chris Walsh 
(Evans 2009)
chris.walsh@live.co.uk
Chris is swimming the English
Channel for the charity Cardiac
Risk in the Young (CRY) this
summer. For more information
or anyone wishing to support or
sponsor Chris should either visit
the website or contact him
directly. Regular updates are
made on the website to 
follow his progress and we 
shall report back after the
attempt in the next OT Review.
www.chriswalshchannelswim.
co.uk

Old Tauntonian Review

A CHRISTIAN BURSARY
Simon Marshall (Wills East ‘77) will be 
donating monies, via legacy funds, to support the
Christian life of Taunton School supporting pupils of
Christian parents on average or below-average
earnings (eg. Vicars/Ministers) or to those pupils 
old enough to have made their own clear 
Christian commitment.

Simon said: “I have discussed this matter with both
the Headmaster and the Foundation Director, but I
would be grateful to hear from any OTs who would be
interested in supporting this cause and any thoughts
they might have.”
cdsamarshall@tiscali.co.uk



NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

One or two Old Tauntonians may be
wondering why Taunton School did so
‘poorly’ in the recent Government GCSE
league tables. Some may even wonder what
influence league table positions have on us
as a school. Like the backward sixth former,
let me answer the second question first….
The iniquity or validity of league tables

has been discussed and debated more or less
since their inception. Initially, the aim of
putting schools in rank order was to provide
public accountability, but also to provide
parents with information upon which to
make decisions about their children’s future.

Such is their notoriety that every year there is a feeding frenzy for the
mass media as newspapers interpret the data their way in order to sell
their wares and give parents lots of cud to chew on about schools in their
local area.
However, questions have been constantly asked about how well these

tables represent the job that schools do. If the results are not great but
the pastoral care systems are exceptional and pupils are happy, why do
league tables not reflect that? What of the quality of provision for sport,
music or drama? Perhaps schools are in a less affluent area and their
intake is poor. They enhance performance far more than the school in
the neighbouring leafy suburb, but receive no recognition for it. Surely
this makes the tables irrevocably flawed?
The Government recently made these tables more representative 

by adding the criteria at GCSE of expecting schools to include good
passes (that is C grade or above) in Maths and English in order to score
well. This was in response to some institutions only teaching pupils
‘easier’ subjects.
All to little avail. Many schools have withheld results from newspaper

league tables because they believe such a process leads to teaching for
the test and thus the demise of the study of harder subjects. The closure
of university science departments, for example, is linked to the
introduction of more ‘accessible’ science courses which yield better
grades, but which do not prepare pupils well for the tougher challenges
at university level.
Add to that the Government’s still incomprehensible decision not to

allow IGCSE (international) results to count towards a school’s
performance, and we have the ludicrous situation of some of the most
admirable schools in the country being at the bottom of the pile.
The foregoing might suggest that I am also of the rebellious group

who think that league tables are wrong. In fact, not so. I am a believer in
such measures; they say something – and something genuine – about a
school. Of course there is more to a school than exam results, but I
believe that parents are quite intelligent enough to base their judgements
on more than just published data. There is the feel of the place, its
reputation, the impression it has made on its current pupils and parents,
and its capacity to add a wow factor. Parents should also assess such
matters alongside the facts and figures.
Where does TS feature in all this? For the reasons above, we have not

taken the step that others have of withdrawing from newspaper league
tables. In fact, in the Telegraph this academic year we did well in both
GCSE and A level terms with a record result in the latter. We were
legitimately allowed to add in our International Baccalaureate results
using the UCAS tariff and ended up way ahead of the local schools.
However, the Government league tables (in which we must feature)

penalised us because, again as pointed out above, we put all our pupils
through the IGCSE maths papers. As IGCSE does not count (because they
are hard, and cannot be manipulated to allow more folk to pass, muses
the Headmaster mischievously), we were left with 0% A* to C including
Maths and English. Daft, but there you are.
I believe that other public documents, in particular inspection reports,

are eloquent. Sadly, however, such reports are becoming more legalistic,
though there are still glimpses of the educational value a child may
derive from a school within these documents.
I believe that league tables are not the whole story, but only part of it.

Parents – and OTs!  – deserve to be armed with information and schools
should be subject to certain accountability, as long as parents remain
savvy enough to know that there is more to life than tick and cross.
Dr John H. Newton M.A. (Oxon), F.Coll.P., Dip.M.S.(Ed.)
Headmaster, Taunton School

During October half-term, the
History Department took 35
Year 9 students to visit the First
World War Battlefields and
Cemeteries of the Somme and
Ypres. This was the second year
this trip has taken place, and
each year the department
hopes to develop the trip
further so that OTs who gave
their lives in the war are
commemorated annually. On
this occasion, the names of OTs
who perished in the Great War
were researched using the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission database and the
school archive. A list of OTs
whose lives are remembered at
the three sites of Thiepval, Tyne
Cot and the Menin Gate which
form the backbone of this trip
was compiled, with the stories
of these former students
researched. Each of the current
houses was asked to prepare
Remembrance Crosses for a
number of OTs which the 
Year 9 students would then 
lay at the memorial sites as
part of the visit, with messages
from each house. At Thiepval,
Tyne Cot and the Menin Gate 
we solemnly laid these 
crosses against the walls of
remembrance, taking time to
think of these former students.

At Tyne Cot, in front of the grave of OT Cyril Mountfort Cook (1906-11), a short ceremony of
remembrance was held.

As last year, the school participated in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres
as the culmination of the trip, with Eleanor Newton and Rory Cook presenting a wreath on
behalf of all associated with the School. The current students, who had traced the journeys of
the men who once walked the halls they now walk, were glad to be able to honour the
sacrifice of these men.

The Department intend to develop this trip further, and to this end have commissioned 
a plaque to those Old Tauntonians who died in the war to be installed at the Memorial 
Church of St. George in Ypres, alongside those of other schools. In November we would like to
conduct a short service of dedication in the church, after which the plaque will be unveiled. 
We would be pleased to hear from OTs who would like to contribute to the cost of this 
plaque, and also from those who would like to accompany next year’s trip to represent the
OTs at the service of dedication.

The History Department at the School believe that history is much more than 
a classroom activity, and with our motto “Don’t just learn it: live it” we aim to give 
current Tauntonians a rounded historical education. We see it as a great honour to 
fulfil the words of the exhortation “we will remember them” and are keen to see this 
trip develop further over future years to mark the contribution of OTs to the 
First World War. If any OTs are able to help in any way with this project, please 
contact the Head of History, Mark Chatterton, via the OT office or email
mark.chatterton@tauntonschool.co.uk
David Hawkins – History Department

TS HISTORY DEPARTMENT
REMEMBERS OTs WHO FELL
IN WORLD WAR ONE

A COMMENT BY 
THE HEADMASTER ON
LEAGUE TABLES



BIRTHS
BROXIS to Nicola (née Irvin) Bevan '94 and Paul Freddie - 11.12.08
BURROUGH  to Ross    Marshall '96    and Paula     Finnley - 13.10.09
CADWALLADER to Catherine (née Cook) Besley ’98 and Rob Thomas - 18.02.10
COLLINS to Danielle Gloucester ’00 and Jon Corey - 26.10.09
CONWAY to Ben Evans ’90 and Nia Felix - 18.12.09
DINWIDDY to Ian Goodland ’95 and Lisa Freya - 23.01.10
ELLISON to Caroline (née Went) Besley ’96 and Alan Phoebe - 09.09.09 
HARMAN to Michael Evans ’89 and Kelly Harry - 08.09.09
HAYNES to Emma (née Skittrall) Besley ’91 and Jason William - 14.12.09
KNIGHT to Jackie Besley ’00 and Matthew Samuel - 23.09.09
MUNRO-CHICK to James Evans ’92 and Lynsey Thomas - 23.09.08
SALTER to Stacey (née Johnson) Bevan ’96 and David Louis - 12.02.09
WRIGHT to Tim Evans ’93 and Gill James - 03.09.09

ENGAGEMENTS
Mark Hill (Goodland 2004) to Katie Swinburn (Jenkin 2004) Jonathan Manners (Wills West 1997) to Sophie Cleobury
Alice Turnbull (Gloucester 1998) to William Gallewaert Katie Turnbull (Murray 2001) to Jonathan Webster
OJ Wooding (Evans 2002) to Eva Hesmondhalgh

MARRIAGES
BURGER Jessica (née Clifford) Bevan ’01 to Gareth married 01.08.09
CAVILL Peter Marshall ’98 to Lizzie married 26.09.09
COTTON Jonathan Goodland ’97 to Lizzie married 22.08.09
CUTTS Alexandra (née Carter) Weirfield School ’90 to Philip married 06.08.09
HODGES Crona (née Hodges) Gloucester ’97 to James married 14.11.09
LONGMAN David Quantocks ’67 to Jan married 20.12.09
MITCHELL Tony Loveday Asst HM ’63 to Zoe married 04.09.09
PARRINGTON Katie (née Cottell) Jenkin ’00 to Tom married 01.08.09
THOMAS Ben Wills West ’06 to Bethan married 08.08.09
Von SCHWERIN Cornelius Wills East ’07 to Friederike married 25.09.09
YAU Fiona (née Lee) Besley ’01 to Leon married 12.10.09

DEATHS
ANTOINE Bernard Nigel School House '32-'43 died 05.08.09
BOWDITCH Gilbert School House ’26-’31 died 31.01.10
BUFTON Denis William Senior Day Boys ’36-’38 died 30.01.10
CHARLEWOOD Geoffrey Clement School House ’29-’38 died 04.11.09
CHARLEY OBE David James Fairwater ’27-’37 died 07.11.08
DANIELL David William Wills West ’37-’40 died 24.01.10
DURRANT OBE Peter Arthur William George Senior Day Boys ’40-’44 died 03.08.09
ELLIS Rupert Edward School House ‘59-‘65 died 12.02.10
FREEMAN Frederick John Wills West ’38-’40 died 14.09.09
GREED John Anthony Somerset ’48-’56 died 04.01.10
GUTTRIDGE Derek Louis Fairwater ’38-’50 died 14.09.09
HARNACK Henry John Victor Fairwater ’24-’34 died 18.12.09
HARRIES James Rhys School House ’46-’51 died 09.01.10
HOCKIN Nigel Somerset '49-'63 died 02.08.09
KEET Douglas Gordon Fairwater ’36-’47 died 13.12.10
KNIGHT John Fitzpatrick School House '45-'50 died 11.04.09
PARRY Ian Neville Goodland ’74-’81 died 31.01.10
PARTRIDGE Roger William School House ’50-’57 died 25.09.09
PEARSE William Richard George Senior Day Boys ’32-’40 died 03.01.10
PRENTICE Andrew Christopher Marshall ’81-’87 died 26.07.09
REED Richard Ivor Sainsbury Fairwater ’42-’50 died 17.11.09
REED William John Lewis Fairwater ’34-’42 died 29.11.09
RENDLE John Howard Senior Day Boys ’32-’40 died 06.09.09
ROGERS Bromley John Somerset ’45-’52 died 15.12.08
RUSHFORD CMG Anthony Redfern Fairwater ’36-’37 died 24.09.09
SLEE David John Wills West ’37-’39 died 03.02.08
SMITH Gordon Cule School House ’38-’42 died 03.01.10
TAYLOR William Michael School House ’56-’63 died 24.03.08
THOMAS Peter John Claudius Aderuije Wills West ’52-63 died 02.11.09
THORNE Roderick Conrad School House ’44-’54 died 17.01.10
TINNION Andrew Frederick Wills East ’50-’57 died 17.08.09
WINDEBANK Harold Owen School House ’30-’33 died 15.10.09

Old Tauntonian Review

THE BEST 
OF FRANCE
By Trevor Snow (Head of Modern Languages 1975-1996)

Trevor Snow’s book ‘The Best of France’ was inspired by the 
many visits he has made to that country over the years,
especially with the ‘SnowTours’ groups he has been taking for
more than a decade.  

He has always enjoyed discovering interesting places that are
a little off the beaten track and finding out unexpected details
about even well-known sites, so this very personal guide is full
of little anecdotes and snippets of information from his own
observation and research:

How did La Chapelle d’Angillon get its name?

What made the writer of Le Grand Meaulnes – 
pronounced moan – use a nom-de-plume?

Why was the first château at Cheverny 
pulled down?

The book consists of 8 self-guided driving tours, covering France
from Normandy to Provence. It differs from other guides in
important respects:

The tours are themed around particular subjects – eg 
‘In the footsteps of Cézanne and Pagnol’, ‘Cathar Country’, 
and so give the visitor fresh insights into the world’s most-visited
country, and rewarding new encounters with its cultural and
natural treasures.

Trevor has cherry-picked the most interesting and special 
places to visit, so the traveller does not have all the hassle of
deciding what or what not to visit – these are the best places 
in the area. Many of the places covered are little-known gems
which he has discovered and researched during many visits
to France.
The tours are arranged day by day into week-long itineraries

– 5 excursions, 6 nights in your hotel, but if your time is limited,
you can do just individual days, as each day’s excursion is
complete in itself. 

Full directions and driving times are given for all excursions, 
as well as hotel and restaurant recommendations for every tour.
His enthusiasm for the places he visits is evident and his 
easy-to-read style makes the guide a good read, even for the
armchair traveller.  

trevor.snow@talktalk.net



AROUND THE CLUBS

WESTERN CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2009

Above and right: 
members of the Western Club 
enjoy their Christmas Lunch at 
Taunton School.

SOUTHERN CLUB 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2009

Standing l to r: 
Jackie Bell, Malcolm Mecklenburgh, Brian Verstage,
Pauline Turier, Chris, Robert Gray, Mollie Gray, 
Sue Mecklenburgh, Brian Stent, 
Peter Favier, Bernard Courtis.

Sitting l to r: 
Julie Webb, Dennis Webb, Pat Favier

Standing l to r: 
Brian Mead, Jimmy Bake,
Chris Davis, Irina Wills, 
Susan Omar, Anthea Davis
and Rowan Wills

Sitting l to r: 
Susan Stent and Liz Mead

Above: Colin Bell with Julie Webb and Pauline Turier
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BRITISH EMBASSY IN PARIS 2009

Above: Susannah Otter, Kate Taylor, Dr John Newton Above: Matt Forrester and Dave Penny

Above: Mark and 
Tamara Bootherstone

WELSH CLUB DINNER 2009

Above: Oliver Pyne, Josh Bess, Miles Wharton, Jan Nuttall, James Longstreet, Ed Gauntlett, Frederico Borzone.



could be further from the truth. For the past
few years, some of the Hewitt supporters
have spent a few days golfing in Le Touquet
before returning to the UK to watch the team
in action and on the last evening Gordon
would take us to the Westminster Hotel and
treat us all to Champagne before going on 
for Dinner.

We will miss that, but Gordon will forever
remain in our thoughts. Keep the champagne
on ice, dear friend, until we meet again –
hopefully on the first tee of the Valhalla 
Golf Course.

Bill Pearse
Senior Day Boys 1940
1924-2010

Bill (W.R.G.) Pearce was a gentle, friendly and
loyal servant to both Taunton School and the
wider Taunton community. His death in
January came as an occasion of great 
sadness for the many who regarded him with
deep affection.

Born and brought up in Taunton he spent
all his years there, apart from the brief
interlude of National Service. His accountancy
career spanned his partnership at Goodland
Bull from the 1950s until his retirement from
Apsleys in the 1990s. He became the founder
President of the South Western branch of the
ICA. He was passionately involved in Taunton
Rugby Club, as player, as treasurer, as
president, and as life member. His qualities
were also recognised by Somerset County
RFU, where he was in turn honorary
Treasurer, Chairman (in the 1980s), and
ultimately President. For ten years he
represented Somerset on the National Council
of the RFU. He was a valued advisor to the
senior staff at Twickenham and was appointed
a Privilege Member of the RFU.

He reformed St Andrew’s Cricket Club,
Taunton after WW2 and was a keen supporter,
Vice President and regular attendee at
Somerset County Cricket Club matches. His
time as a pupil at TS nurtured a bond with the
school which culminated with his 33 years of
distinguished service to the School Council of
Governors (as it then was). When he retired
from the Council in 199 he was elected to the
position of Honorary Life Vice President. Bill

Gordon Jackman
Wills East 1948
1930-2009

Gordon was born in North London in 1930.
His father was a doctor who sadly died soon
after Gordon was born. During the first few
years of the war, Gordon went to live with his
grandparents and his cousins in Portrush and
it was on the short course at Royal Portrush
Golf Club that he discovered his passion 
for golf.

He arrived at Taunton School in 1943 and
started life in Winterstoke House. In 1945 he
moved to Wills East, where later he was to
take charge of stoking the boiler. Other
infamous achievements included hitting a golf
ball over the Wills House from the Triangle
and being one of the last people to man the
‘Whaler’. On leaving Taunton, Gordon did
National Service in the RAF before joining the
family firm of Harold Jackman, who were
wholesale distributors. He met Joan Kilkenny
at Moor Park Golf Club and they were
married in 1960. They have three children,
Clare, John and Edward.

Gordon was the Secretary of The Old
Tauntonian Golfing Society for 46 years,
retiring in 2005 when Richard Jowett was
elected. During his time as Secretary he
organised most of the golf meetings and was
hugely instrumental in keeping Taunton
School in the Halford Hewitt tournament –
not because of his golfing prowess, but
through his persistence in ensuring that every
year we produced a team. (For the
uninitiated, The Halford Hewitt is the major
Public Schools Golf Tournament and is
restricted to 64 schools). Since 1952, only one
school has dropped out of the Tournament
and there are currently around twelve schools
on the waiting list.

Now that golf is actively encouraged 
within the School we have some very
promising golfers who will soon be eligible for
selection into the Team. Without Gordon’s
dedication and persistence Taunton may not
have survived in the Tournament and the joy
of representing the School in such a
prestigious event would have been lost for
future generations.

Gordon was a bit of a ‘Jack Benny’
character, great company and humorous, who
loved to give the impression that he was a bit
reluctant when it came to his ‘round’. Nothing

OBITUARIES

was made a Freeman of the City of London in
1978. Bill was a staunch ally in times of crisis
and a benevolent guide and mentor for the
young. He will be much missed. Our sincere
condolences go to his family and friends.

Colonel Peter 
A.W.G Durrant OBE
Senior Day Boys 1944
1926-2009

Peter had a full life and a distinguished
career. He was very happy at TS and always
grateful for the good start in life he felt it
gave him, keeping in touch with the school
into his last years.  He joined the OTC at
school at the age of 15, and at 18 enlisted in
The Queen’s Royal Regiment as an Indian
Army Cadet. After completing officer training
he was commissioned at Bangalore in the 2nd
Punjab Regiment.

Even in those early years Peter began to
make his mark and in 1946 was appointed
ADC to Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck,
remaining on his staff until final withdrawal
from India.  Peter had many stories of his
time in the sub-continent and in letters home
at the time he spoke in awe of the country
and the way of life. For example, writing of
the visit of four officer cadets from Bangalore
to the Palace of Mysore, he wrote: “Arriving
at the station… a Captain of the State Army
was there to meet us; he took us out to a
waiting carriage drawn by six jet black
horses….mounted soldiers of the
Maharajah’s Bodyguard drew up on either
side and in front of our carriage.  The
Maharajah’s secretary travelled with us and
pointed out buildings and streets; all is done
on a lavish scale with much pomp”. His
experience of India came in useful many
years later when he was contacted by a
young lady in a call centre who let it slip that
she was calling from Bangalore.  She soon
forgot about the reason for her call when
Peter began quizzing her about his old haunts
in the city, many of which it seemed were 
still there.

In 1948 Peter was recommissioned into the
British Army and The Queen’s Royal
Regiment. He transferred to the Royal
Military Police in 1960. His final appointment
was as Deputy Provost Marshal at HQ Provost

Marshal (Army). In 1981 Peter was invited to
join the Foreign and Commonwealth office 
in a new post of Ministerial Security 
Advisor in which he served until 1989.  
This appointment, amongst other things,
encouraged and enabled his growing interest
in travel and he and his wife Dene were able
to journey widely; indeed travelling eventually
became a retirement hobby.

Peter was made a Freeman of the City of
London in 1987 and was appointed OBE in the
New Years Honours in 1989 on retirement
from the Foreign Office.  It was often
suggested he should write an autobiography
but his reply was always the same:  he had
given his word to Geoffrey Howe, the then
Foreign Secretary, that he would never do it
and he had no intention of breaking his word.
In 1991 he offered his services to the Queen’s
Royal Regiment Museum. He ultimately
became Chairman of Trustees. 

In his final months he was affectionately
known in Teddington High Street as ‘the
Colonel’, and regarded most warmly by the
wide variety of local people who had come to
know him.

Richard Ivor 
Sainsbury Reed
Fairwater 1950
1933-2009

Ivor loved TS, where he made life-long
friendships with people like John Boyle, Tony
Cox, John Edney, Jerry Gibson, his best man
John Greatrex, and many more.

After schooldays he joined the RASC and
served in Germany as a sergeant with the
British Army of the Rhine. Back home, the
centre of his life became his family and his
farming in Somerset, which for him was a
vocation and a way of life. He took particular
pleasure in being invited in 1974 to join the
Somerton Farmers shoot. He joined Somerton
Rotary Club in 1956 and in 2006 a special
dinner marked his 50 years service to Rotary.
Among his many involvements in local and
public life were his chairmanship of Long
Sutton parish council, 1960-67, his service on
the committee appointing teachers to Long
Sutton primary school (he particularly enjoyed
this), and his formation of Somerton Over 60s



in 1962. He was President of the Long Sutton
Friendly Society, 1980-1990. From 1962 he
was for 42 years a member of the Langport
and District Internal Drainage Board – for 26
of those years he was Chairman – and from
1971 for 36 years a member of the National
Executive of Drainage Boards. For eight years
until 2008 he was a highly respected
Chairman for the General Commission of
Taxes, where he was valued for his patience,
courtesy and perceptiveness in handling
individual tax cases.

Ivor spent a lifetime of energetic devotion
to the service of local and national
communities. This was acknowledged in the
award to him of Rotary’s Paul Harris
fellowship. Tributes have been paid to his
public spirit, his benevolence, and his
dedication to fairness in his dealings with his
fellow man. In the 1970s he became an Elder
of the United Reformed Church, and in 2007
proudly joined the Representative Governors
of Taunton School. Our sincere condolences to
Ivor’s wife Jeanne, his children Roger,
Anthony, Nick and Joanne, and other
members of the family and friends.

Peter John Claudius
Aderuije Thomas
Wills East 1963
1943-2009

Peter Thomas, whom we believe to have been
the first black African to have been appointed
Head Boy of an HMC school, has died in
Nigeria. He was the son of a high court judge
in Ibadan. The following extract appeared in
the Lagos press: 

“The Lagos social circle has been badly hit
and every member of that circle is feeling the
pinch. The blight is the death of the popular
Lagos ‘big boy’, Peter John Claudius Adeniyi
Thomas, two weeks ago after a brief illness.
At his burial it was observed that even if you
have the heart of steel, you would weep. His
lovely wife Juliana came with her children –
Rhodes, Kessiana and Georgin. Fashionistas,
glitterati, socialites and corporate men and
women were in attendance. Many A-listers
who came from far and near could not control
themselves as they watched his remains
committed to mother earth. The service of
songs was held at his residence in Lagos. A
church service followed to usher him home at
the Cathedral Church. The service was
conducted by the Most Rev. Dr. E. Adebola
Ademowo, the Bishop of Lagos and Archbishop
of the Ecclesiastical Province. of Lagos. After
the service, friends and family members
moved down to the Vaults and Gardens in
Ikoyi, Lagos, where he was finally buried in
grand style. Judging from the eulogies 
at his burial, he was a very kind and 
loveable man.”  
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Ian Neville Parry
Goodland 1981
1963-2010

independence constitutions for countries 
which would become members of 
the Commonwealth. 

After Taunton School and Trinity College,
Cambridge, and service in the RAF from 1942
to 1947, he entered into practice as a solicitor
but soon joined the legal branch of the
Colonial Service, in which he served from
1949 to 1966, when the Colonial Office and
Commonwealth Office merged to form the
Commonwealth Relations Office (CRO). He
then became a member of the CRO legal team
and when, in 1968, the CRO and Foreign
Office (FO) merged to form the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO), Rushford joined
the FCO legal advisers.

Retiring from the FCO as deputy legal
adviser in 1982, Antony subsequently held a
number of important legal posts, including
principal legal adviser to the British Indian
Ocean Territory (which includes Diego Garcia),
Attorney General of Anguilla, Attorney-
General of St Helena, and – briefly – legal
adviser to the Governor-General of the
Caribbean island-state of Grenada after the US
intervention in that country. He was a
constitutional adviser to St Kitts-Nevis and 
St Lucia.

Drafting the constitutions of the more
advanced colonies, and independence
constitutions for future members of the
Commonwealth, involved reducing to writing
many of the principles underlying Britain’s
unwritten constitution, as well as in the
inclusion of chapters on human rights. Antony
was one of the great exponents of this art. He
played a leading role in negotiating the terms
of independence, and drafting independence
constitutions for many Commonwealth
countries, including Kenya, Cyprus, Mauritius,
Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, St Lucia, 
St Vincent and St Kitts-Nevis.  

In the course of this work he came to know,
and earned the respect of, many leaders of
future independent members of the
Commonwealth, including Jomo Kenyatta, in
Kenya, Julius Nyerere, in Tanzania, Archbishop
Makarios, in Cyprus, and Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam, in Mauritius. They would consult
him from time to time after independence as a
person with a deep understanding of their
constitutional arrangements and heritage.

Upon retirement, Rushford put his expertise
to good use as a constitutional adviser to
many governments. Perhaps the most
dramatic occasion was when the
Commonwealth Secretary-General sent him to
Grenada as legal adviser to the Governor-
General, Sir Paul Scoon, immediately after the
US-led intervention in 1983. Within weeks,
Rushford had resigned, and was reported as
saying: “I have never known a situation where
a governor-general appoints himself saviour of
his people, calls in foreign armies and then
does very little to bring about the restoration
of constitutional civil government, which I
consider to be my main task.”

Whatever the rights and wrongs of the
matter, this was vintage Rushford, showing his
strong commitment to constitutionality. The
same commitment could be seen years earlier
when the question first arose of dismantling

the direct links between the Australian states
and the British Crown, including the
appointment of state governors by Her
Majesty on the advice of ministers of the
United Kingdom.

He was a person of strong views, rebellious
even, whose instinct was often to side with
those he saw as having the odds stacked
against them. Rushford had many interests
outside the law. A particular love was music,
especially opera, and he was a strong
supporter of the English National Opera. He
took up astrology, often to the bemusement of
FCO colleagues, who could be asked to find
out the exact time of their birth. He could
write a fine poem, and produce interesting
and vibrant watercolour paintings. To the end
of his life Rushford continued regularly to
complete a serious crossword in quicker time
than most; his general knowledge, and his
memory, remained phenomenal.

Derek Gutteridge
Fairwater 1950
1933-2009

Derek Guttridge, jazz musician, multi-
instrumentalist and music teacher, 
passed away on September 14 aged 76,
after a sudden illness. Born in 1933 in 
Forest Hill, south east London, Derek spent 
his early years in Taunton, Somerset,
before moving with his family back to 
London in 1947, eventually settling 
in Ealing.

His talent for music was apparent 
at an early age and at 14 he was invited to
join the National Youth Orchestra, with which
he twice toured Europe. At 17, he changed his
day job from working in a toffee factory to
becoming a music arranger for the famous
sheet music publisher Chappells of Bond
Street. Then came National Service with 
the RAF in North and East Africa. Not
surprisingly, he played in the Central Band of
the RAF, taking part in the funeral of King
George VI and also at the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II.

His career involved lengthy stints with 
some of the best dance bands of the 1950s
led by Lou Preager, Joe Loss and Edmundo
Ros. He also expanded into jazz gigs,
broadcasting and recording studio work,
musical theatre and eventually into a busy
teaching practice. For many years, he was a
stalwart of the Ealing Jazz Festival, both as
lead alto saxophonist with the Sound of
Seventeen Big Band and also with his own
small group. 

Ian was killed while on his way home after a
day working in his role as a senior trainer of
the Special Anti-Crime Unit of Trinidad and
Tobago police (SAUTT). He joined the unit in
2006 after more than 20 years as a police
officer in Wiltshire. Very much involved in the
local rugby scene, Ian was ‘a popular, larger-
than-life character’ with his colleagues, and
highly respected for his professional
commitment and friendliness. Interviewed
after the Service in Holy Trinity Cathedral,
Peter Joseph (Director of SAUTT) said he had
lost a very valuable and dedicated employee.
“He gave his heart and soul to the
organisation. Even though he came from a
different culture he blended in very well. He
loved our way of life. He was an excellent,
dedicated and committed worker. He
understood our problems and contributed
meaningfully and significantly to making a
difference.” Among those who attended the
Service was the National Security Minister
Martin Joseph. Our sympathies and
condolences go to Ian's family and to all his
many friends.

Antony Rushford CMG
Fairwater 1937
1922-2009

Antony Rushford was a leading expert in
colonial and Commonwealth constitutional law
and practice. His government service spanned
the great era of decolonisation, and he
participated in numerous constitutional
conferences, drafting many colonial and
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
APRIL
Wednesday 21 Southern Club Lunch Cloud Hotel, Brockenhurst

MAY
Friday 7 Western Club Lunch Taunton School

JUNE
Wednesday 16 Southern Club Lunch Cloud Hotel, Brockenhurst
Fri 18 - Sun 20 Reunion Weekend Taunton School

AUGUST
Wednesday 18 Southern Club Lunch Cloud Hotel, Brockenhurst

SEPTEMBER
Friday 10 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Sunday 12 Cornish Club Lunch Crantock Bay Hotel
Fri 17 - Sun 19 French Club Weekend Lyon

OCTOBER
Saturday 16 Western Club Dinner Taunton School
Wednesday 20 Southern Club Lunch Cloud Hotel, Brockenhurst

NOVEMBER
Friday 12 Western Club Lunch Taunton School
Saturday 20 Welsh Club Dinner Cardiff Golf Club

DECEMBER
Monday 6 Western Club Christmas Lunch Taunton School
Tuesday 7 London Club Dinner London
Saturday 11 OT Sports Club Dinner Taunton School
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GRADUATION NEWS
Congratulations to the following 
on their Graduation success in July 2009:

Andrew Cavanagh (Marshall ’04) MB BS Medicine & Surgery Newcastle
Jack Ellis (Fairwater ’06) BA History Newcastle
Jo-Jo Gwynne-Jones (Bevan ’05) BA Business Management Newcastle
Camilla Handford (Weirfield ’05) BA History Newcastle
Alex Large (Marshall ’06) BA Economics Newcastle
Amy Saber (Jenkin ’06) BSc Pharmacology Newcastle
Nick Saxton (Goodland ’04) MB BS Medicine & Surgery Newcastle
Kirstie Whiteley (Jenkin ’04) BSc Speech & Language Sciences Newcastle
Jessica Adams (Weirfield ’03) MA Hispanic Studies & Sociology Aberdeen
Kaia Boe (Murray ’02) MSc Biodiversity & Conservation Oxford
Alex Carroll (Fairwater ’05) MSc International Business Exeter
Simon Gilbert (Wills West ’04) BSc Artificial intelligence with 

cybernetics Reading
Ronald Lam (Fairwater ’04) MSc International Marketing Surrey
Sam Newton (Jenkin ’06) BSc Sports Science Brunel
Edward Pentney (Evans ’01) HND Nautical Studies South Shields CoFE
Carly Pitman (Jenkin ’03) PGCE Education Cambridge –

Homerton
Tim Taylor (Goodland ’06) BA History Cardiff
Ken Wang (Wills East ’05) BSc Mathematics UCL
Lucy Westman (Jenkin ’04) MA English Glasgow
Rosie Hastilow (Jenkin ’04) MBBCh Medicine Cardiff
Matthew Glisson (Marshall ’04) MSc Psychopathology and 

Counselling Reading
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When you have logged into OTs ONLINE with your 
unique UserID and Password you are presented with a variety 
of buttons:

Your Profile: 
This allows you to update your own contact details, 
hobbies, career details, family details or even add a photograph. 
In order for OTs to gain maximum benefit from this facility, 
we encourage you to tick the box which allows information 
to be disclosed to other OTs who have logged in. At the time 
of going to press 54% of OTs who have an address on the database
have disclosed it.

Year Lists: 
This allows you to see the leavers of your year – click on their
name and their details will appear. If they have ticked the box
which discloses their information you will be able to contact 
them direct.

Find Friends: 
This allows you to search by name (Christian/Surname/previous
name), house, last form, year of leaving, town, county, country,
University, OT Club, Interest & hobbies, those willing to offer
careers advice/work placements and so much more.

OT Facebook:
This link takes you to the OT Facebook Group page. If you’re not a
member click the ‘sign up now’ button

OT LinkedIn:
This link takes you to the OT LinkedIn Group page. If you’re 
not a member click the ‘join now’ button

Events: 
This takes you to all the OT events. Click on the event of your
choice and see who else will be in attendance (listed by name 
and year of leaving). Add your name (and that of your guests) to
the event.

Gallery: 
Pictures from various events as well as others that may be of
interest (eg TS in 1904 or 1966). Please feel free to send photos 
to post.

Event Downloads: 
This allows you to download the booking form for each event.

OT Review:
E-versions of the past edition of the OT Review can be viewed.

OTA Downloads: 
Minutes of the past OTA AGMs and agendas for forthcoming
meetings as well as the Constitution and information about the 
OT 200 Club.

Messages: 
View messages left by others and if you wish to reply, simply click
on their name!

OT Merchandise: 
An online purchasing facility will hopefully soon be available

ShopTS: 
Buy goods online through this link to major retailers and earn 
The Taunton School Foundation commission on all your purchases
at no extra cost to yourselves!

OTA Contacts:
A list of Club Officials together with their email addresses.

OT FRENCH CLUB 
REUNION WEEKEND
LYON 17-19 SEPTEMBER 2010

OTs ONLINE
www.taunton.web-intouch.com

Enjoy the gastronomic delights of France’s second city and discover something of its two
thousand years of history during this weekend, hosted by Simone Boulanane-Snow
(Besley 1985) and Trevor Snow (former Head of Modern Languages).

Outline programme:

Friday 17:
7.30pm Apéritif at the Bar Américain, followed by dinner in local restaurants of your 

choice (advice given by hosts).

Saturday 18: 
am. Tour of Old Lyon (a World Heritage Site), followed by lunch in a typical bistro.

pm. Free for browsing, shopping etc.

8.00pm: Apéritif, followed by Dinner at Chabert 
(a well known Lyon ‘bouchon’) 

Cost: about 45€, for the four course dinner, wine and coffee.

Sunday 19:
am. Visit to le marché de la création along the banks of the Saône, followed by 

lunch at Sud, one of the restaurants run by chef Paul Bocuse.

We recommend the 3 star Hôtel Carlton, rue Jussieu, right in the heart of Lyon, within
walking distance of  Chabert, Bar Américain, shops etc. If you wish to use a different hotel,
look for those in the Centre-ville (Bellecour-Terreaux) or Perrache.

Please ask David Bridges to put you in touch with either Simone or Trevor, if you want
advice about accommodation, travel etc.

Venez nombreux!



OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION

The glorious sunshine on 11th September was a fitting backdrop to the warm and 
delighted expressions of joy, when these mostly 60-something Old Weirfieldians 
gathered for a reunion lunch at Taunton School. Over 40 OWs attended, coming from as far
as Texas, Indiana, Ireland and all over the UK. It was a very noisy occasion – some present
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OLD WEIRFIELDIAN REUNION

had not met since leaving in 1965-67. Old school photos were scrutinised, and 
memories of antics at school were revived. Everyone was most appreciative 
of the warm welcome and the splendid lunch provided by Taunton School on a very 
special day.

The School has entered two competitions
so far this year. The HMC event is a
Foursomes competition where 3 pairs  –
no handicap – compete.  In the 
1st round we had an excellent 3- 0 win
over Plymouth College, played at 
Exeter G & C Club. The School lost 
in the HMC Foursomes to Sherborne, 
2-1 in November having had an excellent
win against Stover in Round 1. 
The ISGA competition is for teams 
of 3 singles – again, no handicap. 
In the 1st round of this we beat Stover
easily and then played Millfield, 
last year’s overall winners, at Burnham
and Berrow GC.  There, our best 
player, James Holl – who plays off

2 – was 3 under par on the 15th and lost 4 and 3!!  It was no surprise to lose 3-0 against a 
team of whom 2 play for England and are off to university in America next year to pursue their
golfing careers!

Every Tuesday, our top 8 golfers have enjoyed an hour’s coaching at Oake Manor GC –
courtesy, of course, of the OTs.  Our top 2 play off 2 and 6 and our next best is a young boy 
new to the School who plays off 13. Philip Stickler won the Prep Schools’ Tournament at 
Royal Lytham last summer. This term, the coaching sessions at Oake Manor are being used 
for the development of the School’s ‘second tier’ of golfers – mostly boys in Year 9 (13-14 
year olds) and they are already enjoying and benefiting from the opportunity which the OT 
support brings.
Hugh Todd

Following on from a most enjoyable fifth anniversary
Reunion Supper at the School in October 2007 (for
Leavers 1960-69) we decided to get together again but
in every year at the end of October. Our first Reunion 
(A walk on the wild side – Mortimers Trail, Nr Ludlow
October 2008) was featured in January 09 OT Review.
For October 2009 it was decided to hold the 2 day
reunion at Malvern so that Rupert Ellis, despite his
being very ill and unable to hike, could join us on our
visit to the Morgan Car Factory in its Centennial year
with his wife Shirley. This was a great success and
collectively we had some good laughs reminiscing over

old times at TS with afternoon tea at The Abbey Hotel. The previous day we managed the walk to
British Camp, Malvern Wells, in glorious sunshine. Rupert passed away at home on February 12th
2010. Plans are afoot for October 2010 to be organised by Tony Howe who, rumour has it, intends
to take us to the Jurassic coast and Thomas Hardy country. Any OTs who may want to join us are
welcome to contact Chris Ainley: chris@ainley.plus.com

For some time the Committee have been researching in order to
determine a more appropriate OTA presentation for the girls
who are leaving the Upper Sixth. (Boys have for many years
been given an OT tie.) The hall-marked brooch of the
traditional Taunton School griffin (illustrated) was presented for

the first time at the end of the summer term to the Class of 2009. This brooch is also now
available for purchase (£30) from the School OT Office (contact David Bridges:
ots@tauntonschool.co.uk).

TAUNTON SCHOOL GOLF A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE

OT LADIES BROOCH




