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The free schools revolution does not go far
enough. Much as it is to be applauded to give
more decision-making powers to schools rather
than faceless state institutions, the freedom
enjoyed by individual sets of parents is limited.
Free schools will take many years to establish
themselves. Parents will see little benefit for 
their own children. The experiment may have
worked in Sweden over the past 20 years, 
but it is unproven in the very different cultural
and social setting of the UK.
We need to find a model more in keeping 

with our culture and with a longer lasting run 
of success.
Independent schools have proved themselves 

to be the best in the world. In poll after poll
parents have expressed an aspiration to send
their children to such schools if they could only
afford to do so.
Independent schools are charities with 

an instinct for helping out needy parents. 
They demand high standards and glory in 
adding educational value – intellectual, 
cultural, sporting, and social – to their pupils.
Non-selective and therefore more accessible
independent schools are the real engine room 
of the independent sector. Schools like my own
simply ask what value can we add to the 
lives of children. If we can benefit them, 
so the better. 
Add to that the dearest wish of the 

Government not to be embarrassed by the next
lot of PISA tables and you have a formula for
success grounded in our own country.
The missing ingredient is the ultimate act of

giving parents freedom: education vouchers.
Affordable independent education is sprouting up
all over the country. Independent schools have
developed funding of their own to support
families that cannot quite make the fees, but 
have properly accountable, sensitive systems for
assessing need and providing for it.

They can also expand quickly and effectively to
demand. The doors are therefore open now.
Families on the other hand will need to make

something of a contribution. And here is the rub.
Families with such united aims for their children
will stay together, working towards a common
and worthy goal. So empowered, parents will
work harder for their children and children will
gain from the broad, demanding, aspirational
provision that they will encounter in their school
of choice. The quality of parenting in our society
at large (another cherished aim of this
administration) will improve dramatically as
parents see their hard earned cash going into
something long lasting. After twenty years’
experience, I have to say that the quality of
parenting among independent school parents 
is exemplary.
I do not doubt that the devil is in the 

detail. But there is a principle at stake here. 
We now agree that education should be paid for.
Universities charge fees and nurseries are funded
by vouchers. What right does the government
have only to allow parents’ taxes to fund places at
a limited number of ‘free’ schools? It seems to be
a constant assumption by the state that it knows
best. In education, it does not and never has. 
In fact the meddling in education we have seen
over the past 50 years explains our fast decline
into world education’s Division 2.
Mrs Thatcher liberated people to buy their 

own council houses. Mr Cameron has a similar
opportunity to give freedom to the country on a
matter which is even closer to our hearts – the
education of our children.

Dr John H. Newton M.A. (Oxon), 
F.Coll.P., Dip.M.S.(Ed.)
Headmaster, Taunton School

This article was recently published on:
www.telegraph.co.uk

RUTH GRAY HODGSON
Headmistress Weirfield School (1973-85)
17 September 1925-14 February 2011

Ruth died  after a long illness on 
St Valentine’s Day, a fitting testimony 
to, and a yearly reminder of, her love,
shown in so many practical and unfussy
ways. Her loving was not ostentatious,
but it was deeply felt by its recipients.

The year of her birth was also significant. She was born, 
so she would state, in the same year as the Queen and 
Mrs Thatcher – both of whom she admired. Ruth was 
born in 1925: one of two girls born to her parents in 
Co Durham. The family moved south to Watford when 
Ruth was aged 7.

She was soon to develop her interest in history and went on
to become what she was: a teacher.  She was a teacher
through and through. She also decided to be a Christian.
Both these aspects of her life she fulfilled with flying colours.

Her teaching career encompassed both State and
Independent schools. It began in the north of England, and
continued in Surrey, Birmingham and finally in Taunton.
Wherever she went she commanded respect and affection.
Everyone was in no doubt that though she ran a tight ship
she cared deeply for every parent and every child.

She was finally appointed as Headmistress of Weirfield
School in 1973. On her arrival she appreciated the warmth
of the Old Weirfieldians and of the Roberts family. Part of
her responsibility was to work with Norman Roberts,
Headmaster of Taunton School, to ensure the happiness and
the smooth transition of her senior girls to Taunton School.
This proved to be a job well done, as can be seen today, and
of which Ruth was rightly proud.

Over the years she has often given a helping hand to both
pupils and parents. She was a perfectionist.  She liked things
done properly.  In all that she did her meticulous attention to
detail was evident.  Many will remember the enjoyable
Weirfield Carol Services and the well-organised Speech Days.
It was only on her last Speech Day that she fulfilled her
ambition of handing out the prizes herself. She always
expected and got the same high standard from both staff
and pupils.

Apart from being a teacher Ruth was a Samaritan for 
many years. This kindness was also extended to various
individuals, one of whom was Beatrice. This lady of genteel
background had fallen on hard times; she walked the streets
and lived in abject poverty in a bare and cold flat. 
Ruth helped her constantly in practical and unsung ways.

On Ruth’s retirement in 1985 she became more fully
involved in the life of St Mary’s, Taunton – where she had
once preached when Desmond Morey was Vicar. 
She also helped with the Book Stall and the Coffee Shop.
Among her many interests was being a member of the
Soroptimists. She helped in the Brewhouse. She was 
also a Founder Member of the University of the 3rd Age 
in Taunton; this movement flourished and brought
companionship to many.
Helping people less fortunate than herself was her 
top priority, and her many acts of kindness will long 
be remembered.
A shortened version of the funeral address given 
by Rev Dennis Cavaghan

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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The Tepid Swimming Bath in 1911. Turn to the penultimate page 
to see how things have changed for today’s pupils, exactly 100 years later.

TIME FOR A GROWN-UP
CONVERSATION ABOUT 
SECONDARY EDUCATION

ECHOES FROM THE PAST



We are very happy to recount these
remarkable success stories. All OTs
are warmly and cordially invited to
keep David Bridges posted with
their news.

Michael Button 
(Wills East 1956)
mikebutton@freeola.com 

Michael is a
Governor of
Taunton School
and has recently
become a
Freeman of 
the City of
London and a

Liveryman of the Worshipful
Company of Paviors. He is seen
here receiving the copy of his
Freedom from the Chamberlain.

Professor Michael Goodchild
(School House 1962)
good@geog.ucsb.edu

Michael, the
unchallenged 
global leader
of Geographic
Information
Science (GIS),
is Director of
the Centre
for Spatial
Studies and
Professor of
Geography at
the University

of California. GIS seeks to
conceptualise the complexities 
of field-based and object-based
geographic phenomena as
manifested across both the
traditional physical and ‘hard’
social sciences. Based on this, 
he has led research teams which
have created new analytical
methods for integration and
analysis of very large spatial
databases, leading to a $20bn+
industry. The quality and
innovative nature of his work
have led to him being elected  
a member of the US National
Academy of Sciences and of the
American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, a Foreign Fellow of the
Royal Society of Canada and a
gold medallist of the Royal
Geographical Society.

Debbie Nuttall 
(Weirfield 1973)
lottisham@aol.com
Debbie writes: Many of us will
remember our art classes with
Miss Robinson!!! From Weirfield
I left to finish my fifth and Sixth
form years at Sidcot School
before doing my Art Foundation
at Exeter and finally my BA
Hons Degree in Design at North
Staffordshire Polytechnic. I spent
most of my working life in Hong
Kong where I owned and ran a
successful Graphic Design
Company before returning to the
UK in  1998 with Neill and our 3
children. The youngest is
currently in her GCSE Year at
Taunton School where she

boards in Weirfield (of course).
Through one of the Mums in her
year, a very talented lady called
Andrea Coleman, Debbie
exhibited her art and photos
during Somerset Arts Week
2010. www.debsnuttall.com 

Alexandra Bath née Lowe
(Bevan 1979)
alexbath388@btinternet.com

After leaving TS Alex studied
Valuation & Estate Management.
She worked as a Chartered
Surveyor for various property-
related companies, including
The Dartington Hall Trust, Alder
King and Crest Nicholson plc.
She married Michael in 1993 in
Taunton School chapel with
David Bridges playing the organ!
In 2005, at the age of 45, she
decided on a career change and
enrolled at Oxford Brookes
University to undertake a five-
year degree course in
Osteopathy. Unfortunately she
was widowed in 2008, but
continued with the degree
despite the difficulties of
bereavement and having to
move house as a result. In 2010,
she obtained her BSc (Hons) and
was offered a position at the
Hurley Clinic in Staplegrove
Road, Taunton where she will be
working with Huw Hurley whom
she met at Oxford Brookes. 
Alex says: “I cannot believe that,
after thirty one years of being away,  
I will be working so close to my old
school. Luckily I only have happy
memories of my time at Taunton
School.” Alex hopes to be moving
back to Somerset with her new
partner, Ray, in the near future.

Rob Marshall 
(Evans 1986)

Rob is Chief Designer for Red
Bull F1 which won the 2010 
F1 World Championship with
Sebastian Vettel driving. This is
Rob's second F1 championship,

having also won with Fernando
Alonso at Renault. The factory is
based at Milton Keynes and 
Rob said: “I would be happy to host
some interested TS students for a 
visit some time.”

Charles Walker 
(Marshall 1986) 
Charlie is General Manager of
the 5-Star Isle de France Hotel
in St Barthelemy, French West
Indies. The hotel has won
numerous awards in recent
years under his stewardship,
including Conde Nast Traveller
‘Best Hotel in the Americas and
the Caribbean’ and 4th Best
Hotel in the World, and Tatler
Magazine Top 100 Hotels of the
Year, 2009.

Matthew Adam 
(Marshall 1986)
matthewadam@hotmail.com 
Matt is 1st Officer on the
15500GT construction support
Vessel ‘MCSV Finnmarken’, 
and is currently deployed 
off the north coast of Western
Australia on the 43 billion 
dollar ‘Gorgon Project’
(www.gorgongasproject.com).
This is a Chevron development
of liquid natural gas fields.

Kait Weston née Yates 
(Bevan 1993)
kmw@shrewsbury.org.uk

Whilst at Oxford
University, Kait
rowed in the
Women’s Boat
Race – and won!
Kait has taught
Biology at
Shrewsbury
School since
2004 and 
will become the

founding Housemistress of their
second Girl’s Boarding House
which opens in September 2011. 
She said: “This is a huge privilege,
to be the first Housemistress of 
Emma Darwin Hall. It’s really
exciting to be involved as
Shrewsbury’s Sixth Form evolves.”

Ben Pine 
(Wills West 1997)
benjamin.pine@btinternet.com

Ben has been
working as an
Accelerator
Physicist at
Rutherford
Appleton
Laboratory for
the past 7
years and is
running the
London

marathon this year for Phab: a
national charity dedicated to
promoting and encouraging the
coming together, on equal terms,
of disabled and non-disabled
people to achieve an integrated
and inclusive society. Ben was
born with club feet. By the time

he was seven he had been
operated on five times by
amazing surgeons. After years 
of physiotherapy he is now 
able to walk and run normally.
Ben said: “My grandfather, 
David Pine, who passed away in 
2008, helped run a Phab night in
Plymouth for many years. 
My sister Melissa (Foxcombe ’95) and
I would go along with him, and meet
some of the wonderful people who
would come together for a rare chance
to socialise, and enjoy time spent 
in a fun environment. This marathon
is quite special for me: not only 
is it a chance to prove to myself that 
I am a capable of running an
endurance event despite my own
physical limitations, it is also a chance
to give something back to a wonderful
organisation in the name of my
grandfather. I am very lucky –
others are not so.”
www.justgiving.com/yafizicist 

Ruth Clarke née Woods 
(Bevan 1998)
rufustar@hotmail.com

Shine International, the sales
division of UK superindie 
Shine Group, has appointed 
Ruth to fill the newly-created
role of VP and head of Shine
International for EMEA.
Currently Disney’s commercial
director for digital media
distribution in EMEA, 
Ruth joined Shine on 
January 31, reporting to Shine
International's LA-based exec
VP John Pollak and working
closely with company president
Chris Grant. Based in London,
Ruth will be charged with
overseeing the sales and
distribution effort for Shine
International in EMEA. 
She will be responsible for
devising the strategy for the
exploitation of finished
programmes and formats 
across established and new
media. Prior to Disney, Ruth
worked at Warner Brothers
International Television
Distribution as business
development manager for
EMEA, and at Accenture 
as a strategic consultant. 
Among the bigger titles 
handled by Shine distribution
are MasterChef, The Biggest Loser,
Got to Dance and One Born 
Every Minute.

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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Zara Bowling 
(Besley 2004)
zara.bowling@hotmail.co.uk

Zara graduated
in 2008 from
Nottingham
University with
a First Class
honours degree
in neuroscience.
Following a 
gap year
working for the
Royal Devon 

and Exeter Hospital and as a
project worker for Barnardos,
she entered graduate medicine
in 2009 at Bristol University 
and is currently in the third 
year of medical school –
as it is a fast track course. 
Zara said: “I hope to study
neurology in the future and am
currently researching this area in 
my spare time.” 

Martin Walsh 
(Evans 2004)

Cycling fan
Martin set off
in March on a
2,600-mile
charity bike
ride to Beirut,
hoping to raise
as much money
as possible for
Medical Aid for
Palestinians –
a charity that
has been
running for the

past 25 years to help provide
direct aid in Palestine, Lebanon
and Jordan. Martin is no
stranger to visiting foreign
lands. In 2006 he spent six
weeks working on building a
new classroom for a small
village school in Uganda and
then spent time working at a
school in Zimbabwe. He
graduated from Nottingham
University last summer with a
degree in History and American
Studies and spent summer
breaks backpacking around the
Middle East, Vietnam and
Cambodia. Martin said: “This will
be the hardest thing I have ever done
but I am determined to succeed. I am
not a regular cyclist but know I will
soon become fit. I have planned a
route, researched the kit to take, and
how to survive on this 2,600 mile
journey. It is both daunting and
exciting and I am keen to get started!”
Anyone wishing to sponsor
Martin can do so at
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
martinwalsh

William Warnock 
(Marshall 2005)
warnock360@hotmail.co.uk 
William graduated from Keele
University with  First Class
Honours in Criminology and
Forensic Science. After moving
back to Bournemouth to work
with Dorset Crown Prosecution

Service he converted his degree
into a qualified law degree on
the GDL. William said: 
“I shall be starting the Bar
Professional Training Course part time
at The College of Law, Bloomsbury,
with an interest in corporate and
commercial law as a Barrister.” 

Timothy Taylor 
(Goodland 2005)
taylortda@aol.com

Second Lieutenant Timothy
Taylor has been commissioned
into the Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. Having achieved First
Class Honours in History from
Cardiff University and played a
leading role in the University
Officer Training Corps, Tim, who
was an Army Scholar, took up
his place on the Commissioning
Course at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst in
September 2009. 
The Commissioning Course is
very competitive throughout and
Tim’s Platoon won through the
many challenges very
successfully to become the
Champion Platoon, known as the
Sovereign’s Platoon. Tim was
promoted to Junior Under
Officer and won a major prize:
the Trust Medal ‘Awarded to the
Officer Cadet who has obtained
the best aggregate mark in
academic subjects’. Tim says: 
“I move to Brecon to complete my
Infantry Platoon Commander’s
Course, and then I’ll join my
Regiment (2nd Battalion The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers) in Celle,
Germany, early in 2011.”

Rosie Batt 
(Weirfield 2006)
rosiebatt@hotmail.co.uk 
Rosie is one of a team of four
students from the UK aiming 
to drive 10,000 miles from
London to Mongolia this 
summer to raise money for
charity. The Mongol Rally
www.justgiving.com/mongol
adventure2011 is highly
regarded and widely revered
and, put simply, one of the
toughest adventure races known
to man. In a trip spanning one

third of the Earth’s surface,
battling through rivers, deserts
and mountain ranges, this epic
10,000 mile adventure will see
her team explore a whole host of
weird and wonderful countries
as they make their way to the
finish line in Mongolia’s capital,
Ulanbaatar. Generating a global
following of intrepid explorers,
partisan fans and generous
benefactors, the event’s
popularity and commitment to
supporting those suffering in the
world today has seen £1.5m
raised and donated to charity.
Rosie said: “As participants in the
2011 Mongol Rally, our team hopes to
raise both money and awareness for
the Christina Noble Children’s
Foundation as well as MacMillan
Cancer Support UK. If anyone 
would like to offer sponsorship 
for the team please contact me 
on the email above or telephone 
07590 271693.”
Further information may be
found on: www.batariokart.co.uk

Sam Hatfield 
(Marshall 2008)
samhatfield@hotmail.co.uk

Sam, currently
studying at
Durham
University, won
a bronze medal
in the 2010
European
Triathlon
Championships
last summer in
Ireland. He
competed for
Great Britain in
his 20-24 age

group. The race started with a
750m swim in the River
Shannon, than a 20km bike and
finished with a 5km run that
wound its way through the
picturesque town of Athlone.
Sam worked his way into a
strong group on the swim and
exited the water firmly in touch
with the leaders. Out onto the
wet and windy bike course he
moved into the lead,

demonstrating his power as he
raced away from the field with
only a few athletes coming with
him. Out onto the run Sam was
leading the race. He was quickly
joined by his two GBR team
mates as they continued to move
away from the chasing pack.
Whilst he couldn’t hold onto first
place, Sam finished strongly
with a 5km personal best of
18.04 to win a bronze medal –
an excellent result for his first
appearance in an international
championship race.

Izzy Jeffs 
(Bevan 2010)
jeffs@ta42uj.fsnet.co.uk 

Javelin thrower
Izzy found 
the going 
tough at her
Commonwealth
Games debut in
Delhi – but the
lessons learned
will be vital as
she builds
towards London
2012. Izzy was
a late inclusion

in the England squad for the trip
to Delhi, replacing injured
Beijing Olympian Goldie Sayers,
but the North Devon AC ace was
off-colour in the Indian capital.
She ended the final in 13th
overall with her best throw of
46.31m well below her best of
54.89m – a distance that 
would have been good enough
for fifth in Delhi had she
matched it. Izzy said: 
“Despite the disappointment the
experience on the whole has been
amazing. Just being out in Delhi and
being surrounded by all the
professional athletes has been so
inspiring and it makes me just want to
work even harder over the winter. 
Having had a taste of an event 
like this I just want to try and get 
as many as possible now and 
despite the disappointment I am 
more motivated than ever to keep
improving and working hard to try
and get to London 2012.” 
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Rosie Batt in training



In the summer of this year a team of eleven Lower Sixth students 
will be heading off to explore the wonders of South America. 
They will go to Peru for three weeks to immerse themselves in the
country's culture and get to know an entirely different way of life.
The trip is being managed and run by Geography teacher Adrian
Roberts who has ties with agencies in the country through previous
work.The trip is, therefore, independent of any major company.

There are obvious opportunities within the expedition to relax and
have fun, such as an overnight camp in the heart of the Peruvian
Amazon and a four day hike along the Inca Trail to the magical 
views of Mount Machu Picchu. However, for one week of their trip
they are to build a community centre in a deprived region of Cusco,
Peru's second largest city, which was devastated by a huge
earthquake back in 2007 and is still struggling to recover.

In order for their charitable project to be a success, they need to
accumulate £2500 worth of funding to purchase the raw materials
needed to complete construction of the centre. Part of this sum 
shall be raised through various funding activities such as in-school
events for fellow students and local quiz nights. The biggest challenge
they have undertaken is a sponsored 100 mile (160km) run 
covering the width of the Southwest from Minehead to Plymouth 
in the summer.

For more information on the various fundraising events or how to 
get involved please contact Adrian Roberts:
adrian.roberts@tauntonschool.co.uk

PERU EXPEDITION

WEIRFIELDIAN
REUNION
Following the great success of the 2009 Weirfieldian

Reunion, organised by Fiona Pugsley (’67) and Pam Baker (’67), 
a similar lunch is being organised for Friday 9th September 2011. 
Fiona, Pam, Judith Dowell (’63) and Jenny Poole (’58) extend a warm
invitation to all Weirfieldians saying “it will be great meeting up again
‘en-masse’.”

Reserve your place (£10 cash on the day) through OTs Online
(http://taunton.web-intouch.com). Once you log in you will be able to
see a list of daily-updated attendees. Alternatively, telephone 
David Bridges on 01823 703158. 

OTA CONSTITUTION
OTs are reminded that the revised Draft Constitution is
available to see and/or download on the OTA Website
(http://taunton.web-intouch.com). Follow the link from the 
‘OTA Downloads’ button on the LHS of the screen. 
Your Committee has recommended it be adopted at the
OTA AGM on Saturday 18th June.

All queries, please, to Colin Humphrey OTA Secretary at:
colinroberth@gmail.com

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 

‘MY ARCHIPELAGO’
Kit Chapman
(Fairwater 1965) 

Taunton School  features large in the narrative of
Kit Chapman's latest book, just published. 
Kit is the Proprietor of the renowned 

Castle Hotel in Taunton, and a well-known
personality on the British hotel and restaurant
scene. This, his fourth book, tells the turbulent
story of his family and their life at the Castle from
the 1950s. 

His father Peter – a former Proprietor of the Hotel who served on
the governing Council of Taunton School – and his Greek wife Etty
settled with Kit and his brother Gerald into a life ruptured by bitter
rivalries, death and suicide, moral angst, and potential scandal.
Peter’s marriage to Etty was romantic and passionate, but by the

1970s the pressures of a controlling and egocentric mother drove 
her two grown-up children to break free. For ten dark years 
Gerald struggled with his homosexuality before coming out – which
devastated his father. And when Kit and his wife Louise joined the
business, their bitter conflict with Etty and the tragedy of Gerald’s
death through AIDS split the family and brought The Castle to the
brink of bankruptcy.
Kit’s account is a powerful journey of reconciliation, detailing an

attempt to understand, forgive and heal the scars. Reviewers have
been enthusiastic (“a thrilling, tense and heart-wrenching family
drama with all the characteristics of a great nineteenth century
novel” – Alexander Waugh; “a brilliant family saga which reads like
an exciting novel” – Rosie Boycott; “a truly potent and elemental
writer whose every measured page makes one wince, whose every
revelation is harrowing” – Jonathan Meades; “extraordinary
childhood, filled equally with chaos, eccentricity and
love....marvellous” – Julian Fellowes).
Kit’s younger son Nick (Fairwater 1993) is appointed to take over

the running of the Hotel from his father; meanwhile Dominic
(Fairwater 1991) is Head Chef at the Royal Oak, Maidenhead,
awarded a Michelin star last year.
‘My Archipelago’ (www.myarcipelago.co.uk) is published by 

Mercer Books, and available in bookshops and online. 
It can also be ordered direct from the Castle Hotel (01823 328322).

Kit is offering OTs the signed book for £20 (plus p&p) – a discount 
off the RRP of £25 – until 31st August 2011. Email Kit direct
(chapman@the-castle-hotel.com) to take advantage of this deal.

The Taunton School Greenpower Electric Racing Car Team would like to thank 
The Old Tauntonian’s Western Club for their sponsorship of this initiative.

GREENPOWER



Old Tauntonian Review

BIRTHS
BARROW to Andrea Gloucester ’96 and Ed Amy Louise – 09.10.10
BATY to Matthew Evans ’97 and Kate Evelyn Rose – 22.10.10
BROXIS to Nicola (née Irvin) Bevan ’94 and Paul Eva Anne – 10.01.11
CAMPBELL to Juliet (née Lowndes) Besley ’96 and John Benjamin Roger – 20.08.10
CLAY to Rebecca (née Lowndes) Besley ’99 and Ryan Owen Matthew – 27.12.09
COTTON to Jonathan Goodland  ’97 and Lizzie Rose Gwen – 27.02.11
GREEN to Stephanie (née Cavill) Bevan ’00 and David Eden Patricia Ann – 16.09.10
HANCOCK to Clare (née Julien) Foxcombe ’93 and Zoe Chloe Lily – 05.11.10
HILTON to Dan Marshall ’01 and Laura Jack – 14.07.10
HODGES to Crona (née O’Shea) Gloucester ’97 and James Molly Rebecca – 04.11.10
MATTHEWS to Alexandra (née Smith) Jenkin ’94 and James Amy Olive Elisabeth – 22.12.10
MOON to Jenna (née Richards) Bevan ’97  and Simon Liberty Martha – 22.11.10
MOON to Simon Marshall ’85 and Jenna Liberty Martha – 22.11.10
SELIG to Sallie Ann (née Irvin) Bevan ’92 and Uli Nicolas – 04.10.10
STYLES to Claire (née Baty) Bevan ’00 and Neil Joshua – 31.12.10
SUMPTER to Philip Wills West ’98 and Ingrid Jasmine Alice – 21.08.10
TIGHE to Sophie (née Lyon) Jenkin ’00 and Nick Delilah Kaitlyn – 08.06.10
WAKLEY to Ailsa Besley ’90 and Greg Keir Salvador Brinsley Lomas – 03.06.10
WINTER to Gretchen (née Leonard) Foxcombe ’90 and Matthew Madeleine May – 01.06.10
YOUNG to Veryan (née Ridler) Gloucester ’95 and Rob Rory Arthur – 28.09.10

ENGAGEMENTS
Rebecca Alers-Hankey (Besley 2002) to Alexander Joslin Amy Hanson (Jenkin 2002) to Sebastian Roiz de S’a

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP
Paul Robottom (Marshall ‘79) and Robert Clark 14.08.10

MARRIAGES
ARMSTRONG Fiona (née Davidson) Bevan ’01 to Liam married 29.05.10
BEVIS Rose (née Milner) Jenkin ’01 to Simon married 17.07.10
HILL Mark Goodland ’04 to Katie married 04.09.10
HILL Katie (née Swinburn) Jenkin ’04 to Mark married 04.09.10
MAIN Sara (née Wells) Besley ’97 to Marcus married 20.11.10
OSBORN Simon Evans ’87 to Tessa married 25.09.10
PIKE Susie (née Harborne) Murray ’98 to Adam married 26.06.10
WATSON Alex (née Heath) Gloucester ’97 to David married 16.10.10
WELCH Chris Wills East ’00 to Joanna married 18.09.10

DEATHS
ATRILL Arthur Dennis Senior Day Boys ’33-’39 died 14.03.11
BALNTAS Sandra Julia (née Christie) Weirfield ’73-’75 died     .08.10
BOND Anthony Russ Fairwater ’47-’56 died 27.09.10
BRUCE Malcolm John School House ’49-’53 died 30.12.10
COTTERELL Richard Hitchrough Fairwater ’50-’54 died 08.04.10
DAWSON Donald Campbell School House ’32-’40 died 21.12.10
FURLEY-SMITH James Senior Day Boys ’39-’40 died 26.08.10
GILSON OBE DFC Douglas Frank Senior Day Boys ’34-’41 died 15.11.10
GULKER Christian Foxcombe ’69-’70 died 27.10.10
GUNTER Faith Weirfield School Staff ’59-’95 died 18.11.10
GWYTHER Sybil Weirfield School ’23-’35 died 06.11.10
HARRISON MBE Thomas (Tim) Wills West ’51-’56 died 02.11.10
HODGSON Ruth Gray Headmistress Weirfield School ’73-’85  died 14.02.11
HODSON Leslie Sidney David Rochester ‘40-‘43 died 17.06.10
JAMES Philip Douglas Fairwater ’31-’36 died 21.08.10
KAY Henrietta Kathleen Murray ’70-’81 died 02.03.11
KOHLMAN   Joan (née Fisher)                 Weirfield School ’41-’46                         died 22.03.11
MACNAIR MC Alexander John Wills West ’40-’42 died 29.08.09
MAYELL Peter Timothy Wills East ’40-’47 died 13.09.10
McCAFFERTY Charles Taunton School Staff ’82-’90 died 03.03.11
NORRIS John Welman Wills West ’42-’52 died 31.01.10
NORTON Harold John Goodland ’60-’69 died 17.02.11
PUDNER Robert School House’36-’40 died 23.11.10
REDGROVE Michael John Anthony Foxcombe ’62 died 15.01.10
SAYER Henry Mervyn Wills West ’43-’46 died     .03.10
SISSONS Michael John Wills East ’44-’51 died 17.09.10
SMITH Allon Nesbit Wills East ’30-’36 died 25.06.10
TISDALL Jennifer Mary (née Vann) Weirfield School ’42-’51 died 23.11.10
UPTON Geoffrey Christopher School House ’66-’71 died 18.10.10
WADDELL Lady Jean Weirfield School ’29-’35 died 13.01.11
WALLIS  Michael Ashley                     Junior Day Boys ’26-’32                         died 10.03.11
WALSH Christopher James Evans ’00-’09 died 28.12.10
WEBLEY Anthony John Payne School House ’57-’65 died 28.11.10
WHITE John Hunter McNeil Fairwater ’35-’43 died 30.03.09
WILKINSON Hugh Wills East ’40-’50 died 27.11.10
WINSTONE Harry Fairwater ’30-’35 died     .01.10

CRITICAL THINKING
Critical Thinking was
introduced at the school 
6 years ago, and has
grown to become an 
‘A Level’ taken by 
around 30 students 
a year. It seeks to 
challenge the ablest minds
of the ‘A Level’ cohort,
asking them to evaluate
evidence, arguments
and ethical dilemmas
and to then create
complex arguments of
their own about issues of
contemporary debate. 
It is taken as a fifth ‘A Level’
by our students who are seeking
to distinguish themselves from their peers,
and is valuable as preparation for entrance
exams set by those wishing to apply for
Oxbridge, Medicine or Veterinary Science. 
With numbers having grown to involve five
different classes, the school plans to inaugurate
a Critical Thinking Prize to be presented on
Commemoration Day. This Prize will consist 
of a book token award, and accompanying it
there will be a trophy in the form of a replica 
of Rodin’s ‘The Thinker’. John Carrington
(Honorary OT and Deputy Head, who retired
in 2001) has very kindly offered to sponsor 
this replica, and it is hoped that the 
Prize will be awarded for the first time at
Commemoration, 2011.

David Hawkins – Head of Critical Thinking
david.hawkins@tauntonschool.co.uk 

JOHN RAE SOCIETY
Lord Ashdown of 
Norton-sub-Hamdon GCMG KBE PC 
Thursday 3rd November 2011: 
Old Library, Taunton School

Paddy Ashdown was born
in New Delhi. He served
as a Royal Marines
Officer until in 1972 he
joined the Foreign Office, 
where he was responsible
for Britain’s relations 
with a number of United
Nations organisations
and took part in the
negotiation of several
international treaties and
agreements between

1974 and 1976. Then he worked in local
industry in the Yeovil area and as a Youth
Worker in Dorset. Shortly after entering
Parliament in 1983 Paddy was appointed as the
Liberal spokesman on Trade and Industry
Affairs within the Liberal / SDP Alliance team.
He became Education spokesman in 1987. 
He was elected Leader of the Liberal Democrats
in 1988. He stood down as the leader of the
Liberal Democrats in 1999 and retired from the
Commons in 2001. 

Reservations (free) from 01823 703116

7.00pm Old Library 
(refreshments available from 6.30pm)

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 



AROUND THE CLUBS

ANNUAL DINNER 2011

Wes Wyatt, Roger Cutcliffe, Roger Ward, Malcolm Mecklenburgh, 
Mike Button, John Pangbourne, David Jenkins

Jonny Stocker, Julie and Dennis Webb

David Morgan and Phil Griffiths

LONDON DINNER – DECEMBER 2010

Will Pickard, Alex Pickard and James Longstreet (L-R): Vicky Baines, Rory Phillips, James Bowthorpe, 
Ben Watkins (HB), Jess Bray (HG) and Dr John Newton (HM)

Will Osmond and Robin Birtwistle

(L-R): Ian and Nicky Irvin, David Brighton, Rosemary Smythe, Robert Windebank

(L-R): Dave and Sam Jackson, Ian Irvin, 
Chris Dinwiddy, Robert Windebank, 
Tina and Nicky Irvin, Paul Broxis,

Rosemary Smythe, 
David and Joy Brighton

SOUTH AFRICA REUNION –
DECEMBER 2010

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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CORNISH LUNCH – SEPTEMBER 2010

Derrick Mead, John & Elizabeth Dunn Mike Willacy and Jenny McCruden

FRENCH CLUB – SEPTEMBER 2010

PARIS REUNION –
MARCH 2011

Weekend in Lyon

New French Club Chairman:
Allan Green (Goodland ‘68)

OTA 200 CLUB

Dennis Webb (Fairwater 45-51) has recently retired
as Secretary of the Old Tauntonian 200 Club, a 
post he held for over 23 years. We are immensely
grateful to him and his wife Julie (it really was a
double act for them) for looking after the Club so
well and for so long. They have travelled the 
country to conduct the various draws, brought bottles
for many grateful recipients, kept the books and
much else. 

There is a further tribute to their much 
appreciated efforts in the publication ‘A Short
History of the Old Tauntonian 200 Club 1972-
2009’ which can be found on the OT Website:
http://taunton.web-intouch.com

Jonathan Stocker, this year’s President of the
OTA, has taken over as 200 Club Secretary once
more after a short break of 24 years! We hope to 
see him and Catherine at least equal Dennis and
Julie’s fine record!                               Michael Button

Ann & John Carrington, Charlie Barnard

3 OF A KIND
These 3 were spotted at Penarth Yacht Club in
November 2010. They have much in common:
they were all in Fairwater, each of their fathers
was an OT and they were all captains of a 
First Team.
(L-R): Roger Morgan: Cricket 1959
Murray Raw: Hockey 1986 
Peter Raw: Rugby 1959

(L-R): Rachael Guilor (Besley ’01); 
Joan Bird (Former Besley House Assistant);
Marie-Helene Tyack (Jenkin ’94) and Marie-
Christine Tyack (Former Besley Assistant &

Foxcombe Houseparent)

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 



considerable and she was largely responsible
for its considerable growth and development
over the years. The marvellously elegant and
inspirational Margaret received the High
Sheriff of Somerset Award in 2007 and later
that year she also received a Taunton Citizen’s
Award. She was awarded the MBE in the
2009 New Year’s Honours List for ‘voluntary
service to speech and drama in the county
town’. She was truly a legend in her lifetime
and will be greatly missed.

Eric Hill DFC
(Senior Day Boys 1938) 
9 July 1923-27 July 2010

Eric Hill was a gallant wartime navigator who
flew on reconnaissance missions with the RAF,
most famously photographing the vast
German battleship Tirpitz; he then played
cricket for Somerset before becoming a highly
respected sports journalist.

In July 1944 he teamed up with Frank
Dodd (later an air vice marshal) to search for
major German naval units well north of the
Arctic Circle. Flying above complete cloud
cover, Hill’s brilliant navigation took them to
the Norwegian coast, a distance of 750 miles,
without a positive fix of their position. As they
descended to Narvik, the top hatch of the
Mosquito blew away. They continued. 
Several major enemy ships, including Tirpitz,
were identified. Excellent photographs were
obtained before the crew headed for home,
eventually landing after a flight of 2,300
miles lasting almost eight hours. 

Throughout the return flight, both men
suffered intensely from the cold as the loss of
the hatch completely destroyed the
effectiveness of the cockpit heating system.
But they had brought back crucial
intelligence. The AOC described the flights as
being “of outstanding merit”. Dodd was
awarded an immediate DSO and Hill an
immediate DFM for their “tremendous
determination, courage and skill”. 

For their outstanding record over a 
long period both Dodd and Hill were
awarded DFCs. 

Eric Hill was born in Taunton. While at
Taunton School he made his first visits to the
County Ground. He left the RAF at the end of
the war and in 1947 joined Somerset. He was
a stylish batsman in his first-class career. 
He played for the county in 72 matches as
well as captaining the second XI. 

He did not play for Somerset after the
1951 season, but remained intimately
connected with the county side as a reporter
for the Somerset County Gazette (he later
became sports editor) and as a member of
the club’s committees. 

Margaret Way MBE

Countless Old Tauntonians are mourning the
death of Miss Margaret Way, MBE, at the age
of 92. 

Margaret was a Taunton girl although
educated at Arley Castle School in Shropshire.
Her teaching career spanned an incredible 75
years, specializing in speech and drama. 

She taught at many schools in the area
including St Joseph’s Convent, Taunton; 
St Christopher’s School, Burnham on Sea;
and St Audries School, near Minehead. 
Before the 2nd World War she taught at
Exeter, Newton Abbott and Dawlish, travelling
regularly by train from Taunton. 

During the War she served as an officer in
the A.T.S., retiring in 1946 in the rank of
captain. Margaret was one of an exceptional
band of dedicated teachers, always prepared
to go the extra mile to help her students
achieve and exceed their potential. 
An incalculable number of students, parents,
grandparents and teachers, have reason to be
grateful for the help and encouragement she
gave tirelessly to them during the course of
her long career. Her main objective was to
inspire confidence through speech,
communication, self expression and the love
of language. 

Until recently, she was still teaching,
dividing her time between King’s Hall and
Queen’s College. She retired from her King’s
Hall employment in January but continued to
teach at Queen’s until May 2010, when health
problems sadly forced her to leave. Before
leaving, many of her students took LAMDA
and Poetry Vanguard Examinations – all
were successful, mostly with distinction. 

In her spare time Margaret made an
enormous contribution to the local performing
arts. When she was younger, she had close
contact with the amateur operatic and
dramatic societies in the area, both as a
member, occasional director of productions
and also as a producer of many workshops.
She maintained an active interest in these
societies and seldom failed to support their
performances. She also played many roles for
Taunton Thespians and was a Vice President
of that Society. 

Shortly after the War she became involved
with the Taunton & Somerset Music & Drama
Festival, soon becoming a committee member
and subsequently  Drama Secretary and Vice
Chairman. In 1978 she was appointed Vice
President and the following year she became
the Competitions’ Secretary for Speech and
Drama. Her input to the Festival was

OBITUARY

He later became The Daily Telegraph
rugby and cricket correspondent for the
south-west, and  he reported on England Test
matches in South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

In later years he became the doyen of the
press box at Somerset, where his knowledge
and love of the game was highly respected.
For many years he contributed notes on
Somerset matches to Wisden.  His wife,
Dorothy, survives him. 

Adapted from Daily Telegraph, 
3rd August 2010

Anthony John 
Payne Webley
(School House 1957-65) 
28 May 1947-28 November 2010

Tony lost his eight year battle with prostate
cancer aged 63. As a very good golfer he had
been a regular member of the OT Halford
Hewitt team and was Captain of the OTGS
from 2006 until his illness forced him to
retire two years later when he was very
unwell. It was in this capacity as Captain that
he partnered Fiona Johnston in the Halford
Hewitt when she became only the second girl
ever to play in this competition. (They did
extremely well). In recent years his condition
had improved and he was able to return to
the golf course, winning several local
competitions at Hazel Grove Golf Club
playing off 9 (he, for forty years, played off
4) to the barracking cries of “Tony Webley, 
9 handicap, you bandit!”

Richard Jowett

Thomas Harrison 
MBE KStJ
(Wills West 1951-54) 
16 September 1937-
2 November 2010

Thomas (Tim)
Harrison kept
wicket for the 
1st XI and played
Firsts Rugby. 
He went to
agricultural college
and after National
Service worked for
his father’s fruit

and vegetable business. The Territorials,
competition shooting, rugby and cricket took
up much of his spare time. He was also a
natural horseman.

In the ’70s when his father’s business was
disbursed he opted to pursue a commercial
flying career. The Falklands War in 1982 took

him out of British Airways for a while to
pursue TA and Army support functions. He
loved the chance to play his part in organizing
events and groups – the Cardiff Searchlight
Tattoo, The Queen’s Silver Jubilee events, and
forming the South Wales branch of the St
John’s Ambulance Air Wing to transport
human tissue – often at the dead of night – to
assist others in need. He was particularly
proud of his MBE.

He had a sense of devilment, fun and
practical jokes – pretending to have a tin leg
whilst in full uniform at a Buckingham Palace
Garden Party, painting a dummy grenade to
look like a real one and removing the pin
when visitors came to the house, blowing up
the watchman’s hut at Oxford Air Training
School one Bonfire Night, and driving through
a Kenyan bush fire with two of his children on
the roof.

He is survived by his wife Joy, and two sons
and a daughter.

John Pangbourne (Wills West ’54)

Douglas Frank Gilson
OBE DSC*
(Senior Day Boys 1934-41) 
25 October 1922-
15 October 2010

Former Head Boy Douglas Gilson served 
with distinction in World War Two. He flew
more than 50 sorties in Europe as a
navigator/bomb aimer, and was awarded the
DSC with Bar. Later he flew from India in
support of Slim’s army in Burma. Married to
an Australian in 1947, he decided to 
make Australia his home and became an
Australian citizen. 

He joined the RAAF in 1950 and served 27
years. Ironically he was posted to England as a
Wing Commander, 1965-69, liaising with
British intelligence, and was awarded the OBE.
In 1969 he became Australia’s military advisor
to SEATO during the height of the Vietnam
War. After retirement in 1977 he served on the
Legacy Organization (a charity supporting the
children of servicemen) and from 1980 on the
Repatriation Review Tribunal, a quasi-judicial
body arbitrating on servicemen’s claims to war
pensions. He died in a retirement village on
the New South Wales coast.

An Englishman who fought bravely and
selflessly for his country, he then built a new
life elsewhere. “It would be nice to think,” says
his Nephew Ken, “that his story could be an
inspiration to other students of Taunton School
to take up challenges beyond the horizon.”

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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Geoffrey 
Christopher Upton
(School House 1966-71) 
14 June 1963-18 October 2010

It is sad to have to report the untimely death
of Geoff Upton at the age of 57. Geoff
arrived at Taunton School in 1966 from the
exotic location of Liberia in West Africa.  
His father was a postal advisor in what was,
in those days, a stable country. It was clearly
a fascinating place and it must have inspired
Geoff’s love of travel and adventure evident
in his later life. His interest in the School
endured and he attended a recent old 
boy’s reunion.

Geoff was not given to much sporting
activity at school but later played rugby for
Ilford Wanderers. The essence of Geoff was
his culture, wit and humour and his unfailing
ability to entertain others.

His early experiences gave him a wide
spread of interests and he moved easily from
the world of the sciences at school to PPE at
Lincoln College, Oxford. From there he joined
Price Waterhouse and qualified as a
Chartered Accountant. Ever wishing to try
new directions, he moved to a small firm
before returning to Price Waterhouse and, in
1988, partnership. He was soon restless
again and moved to Eastern Europe, his first
job being to create, with two Czech speakers,
the Prague office of the firm. He repeated
this in Bulgaria and Romania. He worked
and travelled widely in the region building a
successful career as a corporate financier and
leading the corporate finance practice in
Russia/the CIS. That was not a job for the
faint-hearted!

In 1998, he left the firm to form Osprey
Partners, a successful boutique corporate
finance advisory firm based in Bucharest. 

There have been many tributes to him
from those who worked with him in Price
Waterhouse and Osprey emphasising his
intellect, his skills, his humour and 
his humanity.

Whilst working in Eastern Europe he
commuted back to London to be with his
partner of many years, Ruth, a notary. 
In London, and sadly, the day before Ruth’s
inaugural dinner as Master of The Scriveners
Company, Geoff died suddenly on 18th
October 2010.

Geoff’s funeral was held as a humanist
service at Lauderdale House in Highgate and

he is buried in Highgate Cemetery amongst
many of the icons of the last 150 years.  It is
a place that would have appealed hugely to
his sense of humour and his cultural and
political interests.

Bernard Glass (Wills East ’71)

Michael John 
Anthony Redgrove
(Foxcombe 1954-62) 
16 February 1945-
15 January 2011

Michael had been ill for about a year and
died in hospital in Zhuhai, China with his
wife QiuHong by his bedside with his brother
Jeremy close by to comfort her. 

Born towards the end of WW11 in 1945,
Taunton School did their best to educate him.
He was a man of enormous talent but as a
teenager he was quite a handful for his
parents, Derek and Muriel, and he left home
at quite a young age to find his way in the
world. From a car park attendant at
Beaulieu Car Museum to Bell Boy on the
P&O Liners Himalaya and Canberra to an
acting career when, because his name was
too close to that of Michael Redgrave, he
took a stage name as Oliver Christian and
appeared in the stage show Oliver. He was
proud of his membership, of Equity, the
actors Union. After working in a holiday
camp for under-privileged children he
discovered a rare gift of working with tough
children and after training and working for a
while in various state facilities, he set up his
own home, The Lodge, for girls, in Westgate
on Sea. Such was his gift that the authorities
sent their most challenging girls to him for
care and paid large fees for that expertise.

It was around this time that his great
interest in the sea led him to own some
wonderful boats including an enormous
WW11 rescue launch and a gorgeous timber
motor yacht, Grandbanks and, of course,
being Michael he had the Rolls Royce Silver
Cloud to go with it!

Michael Redgrove Video Productions came
next with the development of some unique
and brilliant speech prompting equipment
for TV and public speaking in many
languages. Sadly, the business was not as
successful as these first rate products
deserved and Michael fell on harder times.
His venture into Chinese golf buggies which
would have probably sold better as hotted
up Granny carts was a nightmare but they
say that every cloud has a silver lining and it
was through this China connection that he
met QiuHong. Many would say that she was
a brave woman to take him on, but take him
on she did and there began the happiest six
years of Michael’s life.

Together, Michael and QiuHong were not
only a love match but also a dynamic

business duo. Michael with his vision and
QiuHong with her business sense. At long last
Michael was blessed with the happiness he so
richly deserved and the business success his
boundless enthusiasm was destined to deliver.
So many of his experiences were woven into
the most amazing stories and embellished
with so much humour that those around him
would often be seen with tears of laughter
rolling down their cheeks.

He played a significant role in Old
Tauntonian Freemasonry where his acting
prowess and his elaborate ornamentation of
vocal melody enabled him to deliver
performances enhanced with great feeling
and dignity if occasionally interrupted by his
marvellous sense of humour. His family have
lost a husband, brother, a father and a
grandfather and I have lost one of my closest
friends of 50 years standing

Michael Button (Wills East ’56)

Christopher 
James Walsh
(Evans 2000-09) 
26 September 1990-
28 December 2010

Chris came to the Senior School from TPS in
September 2004. He was already recognised
as being a bright young man, a positive
influence on those around him and, of course,
an outstanding swimmer. Evans House was
indeed fortunate to have signed him.
Throughout his time at the Senior School,
there can have been few staff and peers who
would have appreciated his time commitment
to swimming.  Something of a specialist
breaststroker with a distinctive style (!) Chris
spent many mornings and evenings in the
pool, as well as regular weekends away
trialling and collecting impressive, national
standard, times. Despite his commitment to
pool swimming and open water events, Chris
continued to represent the School (and Evans
House) as a hockey goalkeeper and athlete.
Always one to take on fresh challenges, Chris
joined the Vocal Funk group and also became
quite an accomplished magician. In his final
year in Evans House, we were regularly
entertained by his trickery. Not everyone,
though, was happy to play Bridge against

him! He remained part of the CCF right
through to the end, becoming a Senior Cadet
of the Advanced Infantry section, and was
captain of a highly successful swimming team
in his final term. Chris’s other contributions
to School life rarely compromised his
academic standards. His monthly assessments
were invariably, annoyingly (!), outstanding
and end-of-term reports usually contained
phrases like: “extremely intelligent”; 
“an A grade student” and “a delight to
teach”. Chris was, perhaps, fortunate that
academic work came easily to him, but 
there can be few students who have been
otherwise quite so busy throughout their 
time at Taunton School. He was an 
excellent role model to our younger students,
always smart, always smiling and always
positive. Even after he left the Senior School,
we saw plenty of Chris. He popped back
regularly and many of us were delighted to
have sponsored his recent channel swim. 
We are privileged to have known Chris.
Taunton School was enriched by all 
that he contributed. He was a great 
friend to many boys and girls and we 
shall all miss him.

Rob Abell (Housemaster Evans)

Charles McCafferty
Charles McCafferty
came to Taunton
School in 1982 as a
‘mature’ teacher,
having recently
retired after a career
in the Royal Navy,
culminating in an
appointment at the
Royal Naval
Engineering College,
Mannadon, where

he instructed on degree courses. Quite how
he coped with the culture shock of teaching
RSA Maths to 3B3 we shall never know, for
Charles was not one to complain.  He was an
expert at biting his tongue when faced with
the stupidity of pupils or the flippancy 
of his colleagues.  For those who were 
willing to learn nothing was too much 
trouble and many sixth form mathematicians
have every reason to be grateful for 
his devotion.

Charles was never one to refuse a request
and was quick to volunteer when he saw that
there was a job that needed doing.  So he
took over responsibility for the fencing, the
chess, AVA equipment, D of E stores – and
everything he undertook was done with quiet
and meticulous efficiency – all shipshape and
Bristol fashion.

Charles inspired great affection among his
colleagues who enjoyed teasing him and
humouring him when he became over-
worried about school discipline that fell short
of naval standards.  

Charles died in St Margaret’s Hospice,
Taunton, in February 2011.  He is survived by
his wife Jill and two sons, Chris and Charles
(both OTs).

Michael Button, QiuHong & Michael Redgrove

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 



OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION

WESTERN AUSTRALIA CLUB Chairman: Greg Gregory greg@highway1.com.au
CANADIAN CLUB Chairman: Chris Loat chris-loat@shaw.ca
USA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Dr Alan Morgan alanmdjmary@cs.com
HONG KONG CLUB Chairman: Sabrina Leung sabrina@chamberlain-edu.com
FRENCH CLUB Chairman: Allan Green allan.green@wanadoo.fr

Social Secs: Matt Forrester mattforrester@hotmail.co.uk
Mark Bootherstone mark.bootherstone@gmail.co.uk

SPANISH CLUB Chairman: John Edwards jed@johnedwards.org.uk
NEW ZEALAND CLUB Chair: Ceri Abbott chocolate_abbott@yahoo.co.uk
DUBAI CLUB Chairman: Anthony Forester-Bennett afb@emirates.net.ae
PRESIDENTS’ CLUB 
OLD TAUNTONIAN TRUST (Reg Charity No. 1060388)
Charitable purposes connected with Taunton School

Trustees: John Pangbourne (Principal Trustee and Treasurer)
Michael Button, David Jenkins, Henry Keeling

SPORTS CLUB Chairman: Will Osmond will@osmondandosmond.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Peter Dunn peelo1@hotmail.com

GOLFING SOCIETY President: Wes Wyatt wowyatt@supanet.com
Hon Sec.: Richard Jowett richardjowett@hotmail.com

200 CLUB Chairman: David Brighton balfour@waitrose.com
Hon Sec.: Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com

OT FREEMASONARY
Old Tauntonian Lodge No. 5735 H: Christopher Harding harding588@btinternet.com

Secretary: John Ingram-Johnson ijsinuk@yahoo.co.uk
Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 WM: Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com

Secretary: Chris Harding harding588@btinternet.com
Old Tauntonian Chapter No. 5735 MEZ: Roger Ward roger@rward.com

Scribe E: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@btconnect.com

PRESIDENT Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com
President-Elect Dr John Newton headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
Vice Presidents Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com 

Michael Willacy CBE willacy@mwa-consultancy.co.uk
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
The Headmaster headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
(ex officio)

Trustees Michael Button mikebutton@freeola.com
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
Henry Keeling henry@henrykeeling.com
John Pangbourne cpangbourne@hotmail.com

Hon Assoc Secretary Colin Humphrey colinroberth@gmail.com
Hon Assoc Treasurer Simon Smart simonseansmart@gmail.com
Registrar David Bridges ots@tauntonschool.co.uk
Publications Secretary John Carrington compasscourt@gmail.com

LONDON CLUB Chair:       Mary Woodgate mary.woodgate@accenture.com
Hon Sec.: Julian Pike julian@feinpike.co.uk

WELSH CLUB Chairman: Graham Lewis grahamlewis59@talktalk.net
Hon Sec.: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk

WEST WALES CLUB Chairman: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com

WESTERN CLUB Chairman: Chris Levan chris.levan@leybrad.co.uk
Hon Sec.: David Bridges david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk

SOUTHERN CLUB Lunch Secretary: Chris Davis chrisdav@alderholt.freeserve.co.uk
SCOTTISH CLUB Chairman: Crona Hodges crona.hodges@erm.com

Hon Sec.:
MIDLANDS CLUB Chairman: Keith Ingram keith.ingram99@yahoo.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Chris Ainley chris@ainley.plus.com
CORNISH CLUB Chairman: Bruce Jeffares brucejeffares@talk21.com
NORTHERN CLUB Chairman: Stephen Gullick ots@tauntonschool.co.uk
EASTERN AUSTRALIA CLUB Chairman: Mark Slee markslee51@excite.com

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
MAY
Friday 6 Western Club Outing   10.25am West Somerset Railway
Wednesday 18 Cornish Club Social     7.00pm Inn for All Seasons, 

Redruth TR16 4AP
Saturday 21 Midland Club  

50th Annual Dinner 7.30pm Alveston Manor, 
Stratford-on-Avon

JUNE
Friday 10 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Friday 17 Reunion Weekend BBQ 7.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 18 Reunion Weekend Dinner 6.30pm Taunton School

School House & 
Fairwater Centenaries 6.30pm Taunton School

Sunday 19 Reunion Weekend Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School

SEPTEMBER
Friday 9 Western Club Lunch  

& OW Reunion 1.00pm Taunton School
Sunday 11 Cornish Club Lunch 12.30pm Crantock Bay Hotel, 

Newquay
Saturday 24 1847 Society Lunch 12.00pm Taunton School

OCTOBER
Saturday 15 Western Club Dinner 6.30pm Taunton School

NOVEMBER
Thursday 3 Lord Ashdown –

John Rae Society 7.00pm Taunton School
Friday 11 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 19 Welsh Club Dinner 7.30pm Cardiff Golf Club

DECEMBER
Monday 5  Western Club Christmas Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School
2012
FEBRUARY
Sunday 19 Western Club 

Bird Watching Outing 11.00am River Exe
OCTOBER
Saturday 13 Wills’ Centenary Celebrations Taunton School

DAVID BRIDGES HELP!
Someone doing Family Research is quite insistent that PHILIP ANTHONY LEE
was a teacher at Taunton School around 1950. He died 1953/54 aged 42. I am
assured he taught Classics, to have had some responsibilities in a boarding house
and to have been very keen on Cricket. Extensive research at this end has revealed
nothing, but the lady concerned is insistent he taught at Taunton School. Please 

contact me if you are able to help! david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk  or 01823 703158.

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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The 2010 appeal directed at Old Tauntonians ‘of a certain age’ to restore the outside of
iconic Old Pavilion, built in 1884, has been a resounding success and not only has the
£20k been raised, but the project has even been completed! Phase 2 of the restoration –
to tackle the inside – is currently being developed and plans should be announced
shortly. Grateful thanks to all those OTs who generously answered the call and rescued
this wonderful building. Particular mention to David Mason (Fairwater ‘51) and to 
Bill Tincknell (School House ’54) without whom we’d have struggled to reach our target.
David even conducted his own ‘Telethon’ to fellow OTs with astounding results! 
Thank you to you both for your extraordinary support. 

OLD PAVILION

A significant £1m+ development is taking place on the campus, demonstrating the
confident progress being made by the School, notwithstanding the current tough economic
climate. The Health Centre (above) has moved out of its old home into a purpose-built
area on the ground floor of the Clarke Centre, and this was officially opened by the
former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey on 7th February 2011. The area previously
occupied by the Medical Centre is to become a new girls’ boarding House, given that
demand for such places has outstripped supply in recent years, and this is scheduled to be
completed in time for the Autumn term 2011. The new House offers a ‘naming’
opportunity for any OT willing to support this project. Enquiries please, to Neil Longstreet
on neil.longstreet@tauntonschool.co.uk or 01823 703159.

After 3 years of discussions and correspondence, in September 2010, the Foundation was
delighted to receive £1.23m, with a further £0.2m to come, to establish a permanent
capital endowment in memory of businessman Ian Evans-Lombe. This will support
annual International Baccalaureate bursaries for new Sixth Form pupils who would 
not otherwise have had the opportunity to attend Taunton School. Neil Longstreet
(Alumni and Foundation Director) said:“We are absolutely delighted to establish this
permanent endowment, which will transform the lives of generations of pupils to come,
and are extremely grateful to the Executors and Trustees of Mr Evans-Lombe’s estate 
for their confidence in the Foundation and the School.”

IAN EVANS-LOMBE 
IB SCHOLARSHIPNEW GIRLS’ 

BOARDING HOUSE

THE KEELING POOL
The Foundation was delighted early last year to receive the final instalment of a 
substantial gift from Old Tauntonians, Henry Keeling (School House ’74) and 
Jan Nuttall (Weirfield School & Babbingly ’75) for which we are truly grateful. 

However, what makes their support so innovative and unique is that Henry and Jan
agreed to invest their gift in an Outdoor Pool renovation project. This has updated the
surrounds, the plant room and replaced the lining of the old pool, whilst also providing 
for a dynamic roof enclosure, thus enabling increased, all-year round usage. The facility
enhances our PE provision, gives boarders more options in their leisure time and 
supports games and CCF in different ways. Furthermore, the ‘Keeling Pool’ generates
income from lettings at times when the facility is not being used by our own pupils and 
for which there is enormous demand, with such revenue being used to fund a sixth form
‘Keeling Bursary’. Our sincere thanks to Henry Keeling and Jan Nuttall for their incredible
generosity and foresight.

Col Peter Durrant (Senior Day Boys ’44), who died in August 2009, made generous
provision for the Foundation in his Will, for which we are extremely grateful. A suitable
memorial project will be agreed once solicitors complete their work, which will
incorporate a bursary established in his name, in accordance with his wishes.

PETER DURRANT LEGACY

This picture of the Headmaster was taken 
during the recent OT French Club 
weekend in Lyon.

Entries by email only to: 
ots@tauntonschool.co.uk
Entries may be viewed on a daily basis 
by going to OTs Online 
(http://taunton.web-intouch.com) 
and clicking on the ‘OTA Downloads’ TAB. 

Closing Date: Friday 1st July 2011

PRIZE: 1 free ticket for the Annual Dinner 2012

CAPTION COMPETITION

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 

CAPTION COMPETITION
The new Health Centre

BEFORE

AFTER



OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION

During October 2010 half-term, Mr David Hawkins (History Teacher) lead his 
third Year 9 trip to Ypres, in Belgium, which was the scene of some of the bloodiest
fighting of the First World War, during which hundreds of thousands of soldiers lost 
their lives. This year, in addition to the visits to the many movingly memorable Great
War sites, there was to be a service held at the St George’s Memorial Church in Ypres
and that was the main purpose for the visit. Through the painstaking efforts of Mr
Hawkins, the Service was held to dedicate a commemorative plaque to the many Old
Tauntonians who died in the service of their country. A number of pupils and staff took
part in a wonderfully meaningful ceremony conducted by the Chaplain of St George’s
and it was enormously appreciated that the OT President, Mr Jonathan Stocker, had also
travelled to Belgium to be present. Every year, Taunton School runs many trips both in
England and overseas, but surely none is more relevant nor significant as this one. 
Every November,  the words “Lest we forget” are often heard. Taking part in such a
trip – for young and old alike – is of incalculable benefit and serves to make that
message so pertinent.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

The Founders’ Cup is a long-
established Old Tauntonian Golf
Society trophy dating back to the
1930s.  Recently it has come back
into the School’s possession and the
inaugural competition for it, in its
new format, was played on Sunday
19th September at Oake Manor Golf
Club. The new format is a mixed
pairs competition involving pupils
and staff and the first winners of the
cup were Josh Kelly (Year 12) and 
Mr Craig Williams. It was an
excellent day and it was pleasing to
see two new boys to the School
playing, Jan Becker and 
Finian Orme, who are both very
promising golfers.   

The School Golf Team, led
excellently by James Holl – his 5th
year playing in the team – won the
prestigious West of England
tournament for a second successive
year on 17 March.

Played annually at the renowned Burnham and Berrow GC, the team beat Monmouth
4-1 before facing the much fancied Canford side. There, three of the  team of five players
had to win the 18th hole to keep the match alive. All three – James Holl, Philip Stickler
and Finian Orme – were successful and Philip then won the 1st extra hole to secure the
closest of all victories.

In the final against Sherborne, it was an emphatic 5-0 victory which brought the 
trophy to Taunton.  It was a thrilling two days of golf and the whole team – particularly
debutants Finian Orme and Nick Evry – did magnificently well to triumph amongst 
many top schools including previous frequent winners Radley, Cheltenham College 
and Canford. The School Team continues to be helped by weekly coaching sessions
through the generosity of Old Tauntonians.

GOLD D of E AWARDS

THE SIEGE OF 
SARAJEVO RE-LIVED

SCHOOL GOLF

http://taunton.web-intouch.com 

The Taunton School History Department Lisk History Society was pleased to welcome 
Old Tauntonian, Richard Mole (Wills East 1968), as one of its guest speakers last term. 
A firm believer that ‘living history’ is the best way to learn, he was first prompted to
offer his services as a speaker while perusing the Lisk Society website and noting the
hands-on approach to teaching and learning about the past. Richard, a retired army
Lieutenant Colonel, acted as United Nations Senior Military Observer during the brutal
siege of Sarajevo in the 1990s; last summer, he gave evidence to the international court
at the Hague during the trial of former Bosnian Serb leader, Radovan Karadzic, who was
arrested in 2008 after 13 years on the run, and who faces charges of war crimes,
genocide and crimes against humanity. Over 10,000 people died during the siege of
Sarajevo – the longest siege in recent history – part of a period of brutal civil war, which
included a campaign of ethnic cleansing against Bosnian Muslims and Croats in an
attempt to create an ethnically pure Serb state. In a compelling talk, accompanied by a
moving video, Richard expertly unravelled the complexities of Balkan politics, religious
divides and ethnicity, as well as shedding light on the role of the UN in such conflicts and
providing a vivid portrayal of the grim realities of a city under siege. Although not a
combatant, he had to talk for his life on one dramatic occasion and was uncomfortably
close to the action on several others. Richard previously testified in the trial of Stanislav
Galic, who was sentenced to life in 2006. Richard said: “I find talking about my deeply
affecting experiences a cathartic process. During the day, I was fortunate enough to
attend several classes and I found Taunton School to be a much changed – and better –
place than when I was a pupil in the 1960s. Don’t just learn it: live it!“

Mark Chatterton (Head of History)

OT BENEVOLENT FUND
OTs may be aware that a Benevolent Fund exists to help any OT who may have fallen on
hard times. The OT London Club also has a Benevolent Fund with the same objective, at
present restricted to those living in the London area. If anyone needs such assistance,
knows of a deserving case or would like more details, they should contact the OT Trust 
Correspondent: John Pangbourne, Overmonnow House, Monmouth, NP25 5ES.

On Tuesday 2nd November three OTs had the good fortune to meet the Duke of
Edinburgh after being presented with their Gold D of E awards at St James’s Palace.  
Left to right they are: 
Sam Hatfield (Marshall 2008) now reading Social Science at Durham University. 
Sam has represented Great Britain, competing in Triathlons at European level.
James Speedy (Fairwater 2005) who works for Fraser Nash Consultancy, as a design
engineer based in Surrey. He gained a Masters in Mechanical Engineering from 
Cardiff University.
Matthew Hatfield (Marshall 2009) now reading Natural Sciences at Girton College,
Cambridge. When asked by the Duke if anyone had used the skills acquired on the
scheme, Matt was able to reply that he had used his cookery course skills to work 
as a chalet host in Avoriaz over the last ski season!


