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Ambassador Westmacott’s forty-year career in the British Diplomatic Service has included 
postings in Tehran and Brussels, time as the Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Director
for the Americas, and a seat on the board of the Foreign Office as Deputy Under Secretary.
In addition, Ambassador Westmacott served as Deputy Private Secretary to His Royal
Highness The Prince of Wales from 1990 to 1993.

Ambassador Westmacott’s personal connection to the United States extends back even
further than his diplomatic posting. In 1942, his father was a sailor on the HMS Illustrious
as it underwent repairs in Norfolk, Virginia to recover from damage inflicted during
fighting at Malta.

Sir Peter said: “It is an immense privilege to return to Washington as British Ambassador,
and a great honour to serve at the heart of a relationship that is not just special, but –
as our respective leaders have said – essential. I am honoured that, as my country’s 
48th envoy to Washington, I will have the chance to play my own modest part in upholding
the British-American partnership that promotes our values, common prosperity and 
mutual security.”

Sir Peter Westmacott, KCMG, LVO (Foxcombe ’68)
Sir Peter became British
Ambassador to the United
States in January 2012. 
This is his second posting in
Washington, having
previously served as the
British Embassy’s Counsellor
for Political and Public
Affairs in the mid-1990s.

Prior to his service as
Ambassador to the United
States, Sir Peter served as

the British Ambassador to France (2007-2011) and as Ambassador to Turkey starting in
2002. (Those OTs who attended the inaugural meeting of the French OT Club in 2007 will
recall the impressive and entertaining speech made by Sir Peter as our chief guest, and also
the 2009 visit by the Club to the British Embassy in Paris,which was hosted by Sir Peter.)

BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 2012

ROADS NOT TAKEN...
Anna Ellis (Bevan ’04)  crazy_ae@hotmail.com
It may be interesting for some Old Tauntonians, who had some
trouble deciding what they wanted to do or whose plans didn’t
quite work out, to hear about the road I ended up taking. 
It may encourage some to think that University is not everything.

After finishing my A Levels at Taunton School in 2004, I took up
a place at Queen Mary College, University of London, to study Biomedical Sciences. 
The first year of uni was a blast – modules were easier than GCSEs and the social aspect
of freshers year lived up to expectations. However, it wasn’t until second year that the
realisation hit home – what was I going to do after graduating? Did I really want to
work in something related to Biomedical Science? I couldn’t become a doctor without
doing a further degree in Medicine, so what else could I do? After a lot of thought I
decided there was no other way – after two years of studying I left university. Of course 
I was still stuck with the question – what do I want to do? And now, without a degree...

Having worked part time in the evenings at a music venue in West London, I knew that
my goal had to be the music business. But aiming to work in such a saturated industry
where you can only get somewhere if ‘you know someone who knows someone’ and
you don’t know anyone, it’s not easy. For a year I worked in a bar, then through chance
I noticed a job ad with the headline ‘Want to work in the Music Industry?’ I sent a CV
and a covering letter.

The UK Music Collections Society subsequently gave me the job of Copyright Officer. 
It was a foot through the door. After getting noticed as someone who can be trusted to
do a good job efficiently, I was moved to the head office and then sent to represent the
company in Stockholm for 6 months. After two years I applied for a job at Kobalt Music
Publishing (the leading global Independent Music Publisher) and received a Senior
Copyright position. I was handed my own territories to look after and, after 9 months of
working at Kobalt, I have been promoted to UK team manager. Not bad for a college
drop-out!

My point is that with rising tuition fees and so many options out there of jobs to aspire
to... it’s hard to make a choice. And University does not dictate what you can and
cannot do. As long as you apply yourself, prepare for interviews and work hard, the
sky’s the limit! My journey may give pupils and OTs another perspective to consider. 

Ed – We have forwarded Anna’s interesting observations to the Careers Department, 
and wonder if any other recent OTs might like to write to continue this theme.

ROADS TAKEN...
Ollie Williams (Evans ’02)
ollie.williams@gmail.com
I’m now an Olympic sports reporter for the BBC, 
which involves reporting on the sports which make up
the Olympics for BBC Sport TV, Radio 5 live and the BBC
website. It’s an invigorating and relentless job right now,
in a home Olympic year, and much of it is spent on the
road with a camera crew following British athletes
fighting to first reach the Games, then win medals. 
I’m lucky enough to have travelled the world alongside
some of the likely stars of Team GB, from cyclist 

Mark Cavendish in Belgium to gymnast Louis Smith in Tokyo and triathlete 
Alistair Brownlee in Lanzarote. It’s a privilege to do this for a living and it’s hard to
believe that the climax is nearly upon us, in the Olympic Park a few short months 
from now.

I’ll confess that having left TS, I fell into this line of work through a series of happy
accidents. While completing my history degree, with every intention of following 
Mr Chatterton into gainful employment as a teacher, a friend convinced me to join him
for his student radio show. When I discovered there was no news bulletin, I offered to
create one and duly read off the front page of the BBC News website when the clock
struck 1pm. On emerging from the studio, the station manager immediately asked if 
I’d like to be ‘head of news’. A matter of weeks later, on the strength of those words
atop my CV, the London College of Communication accepted me into their year-long
broadcasting postgraduate programme.

From there I joined BBC Berkshire in May 2006 as a web reporter, progressing to read
the radio station’s sports bulletins and becoming the roving reporter for presenter
Henry Kelly, who many may remember as the host of Game For A Laugh and 
Going For Gold. In November 2007 I joined the BBC Sport website and, on my first day,
was somewhat arbitrarily assigned to a team preparing their coverage of the 2008
Beijing Olympics. While I didn’t travel to China – instead working overnight shifts
following the action from glamorous Shepherds Bush – I kept my Olympic brief
afterwards and, lo, found myself at the heart of the action with London 2012 hoving
into view. Since then I’ve reported on the Winter Olympics in Vancouver, where I met
girlfriend Jennifer working for Canadian broadcaster CTV, and a host of other major
sports events across Europe and beyond. But nothing in my career, I suspect, will top 
the summer to come in London. Anyone keen to get in touch can find me on Twitter:
twitter.com/BBCSport_Ollie

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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We thank all our contributors for
having made this a bumper issue!
Please keep your items rolling in –
they are most welcome!

Ann Sweetland 
(Weirfield School 1952)
Ann has recently achieved the
tremendous goal of £23,000 in
personal fundraising over 23
years. Her first coffee morning in
1987 raised £145 for the Bristol
Oncology Unit to purchase
instruments to help with patient
care. She insists that all 
monies raised should be used 
for the benefit of patients. 
She supported St Margaret’s
Hospice, Taunton and in six
years raised over £10,000 for
furniture. Ann said: “My current
project is in aid of the Children’s
Hospice South West where I have
raised nearly £7000 in 11 years. 
My main hobby is knitting toys, 
and I will continue to raise money by
selling them.”

Edmund Shillabeer 
(Somerset 1958)
edmundshillabeer@aol.com
67 year old 

race-walker
Edmund has 
been in the 
news again. 
In December
2011, former
international
athlete 
Sally Gunnell OBE
presented him
with the Herald
Amateur Sports

Personality of the Year Trophy, 
based on his world veterans/
masters Gold (20km) and 
Silver (10km) Medal winning
performances in Sacramento 
last Summer.

Colin Callender 
(Wills East 1960)
ccallender@callenders-law.com

Colin Callender,
QC, managing
partner of The
Bahamas’ oldest
law firm,
Callenders & Co., 
was elected a
Director of the
International
Academy of 
Trial Lawyers
(IATL) at the

prestigious Academy’s annual
meeting in New York recently,
becoming one of only five
attorneys in the world outside
the United States to hold a
current directorship. Colin,
whose law career has spanned
five decades, called the
appointment “one of the highest
honours of my career and a reflection
of the respect with which the legal
profession of The Bahamas is held at
the global level.” In 2010, 
Colin was admitted to the Inner
Bar as Queen’s Counsel. 

The IATL is, according to its own
definition, reserved for ‘the elite’
among litigators – those
attorneys and barristers who
fight for clients in the courtroom.
Its membership is by invitation
only and limited to 500 lawyers
admitted to Fellowship after a
gruelling screening process that
includes reviews by judges and
respected academic and
practicing legal authorities or
experts. Only a few new places
open on an annual basis and
new members voted into the
litigators’ inner circle tend to
make headlines for the firms, 
but Colin was voted to hold what
only 10% of the membership
ever achieves, a responsibility of
helping to steer the academy as
it tackles a wide range of 
issues affecting legal systems
worldwide. No other Bahamian
has ever been named a director
of the Academy.  

Peter Thomas CBE 
(Wills West 1961)

We extend our
congratulations
to Peter who was
awarded 
a CBE in the New
Years’ Honours
List for services

to entrepreneurship, sport and
charity in Wales. His business
career took off in 1970 with the
formation of Peters Savoury
Products, a company known for
its manufacturing and
distribution of savoury food
products. After almost 20 years
the company was bought by
Grand Metropolitan who have
been renamed Diageo and are
still on record as being the most
private successful sale recorded
in Wales.

In 1988 Peter moved into the
property sector, forming Atlantic
Property Developments plc
where he remains Chairman and
Chief Executive. Some highlights
are the largest factory outlet
centre in Spain with over
400,000ft2, Culverhouse Cross
Retail Park on the outskirts of

Cardiff, ELWA in Caerphilly,
Rhydacar Leisure Park in
Merthyr Tydfil and currently
under construction, 100,000ft2
offices for Southampton 
Local Authority. 

Peter is Chairman of Cardiff
Rugby Football Club which runs
the Cardiff Blues and Cardiff
Blue and Black Premiership side.
He is currently Chairman of
Regional Rugby Wales which is
the company representing 
the four regions, The Blues, 
The Dragons, The Ospreys and
The Scarlets. Rugby is a huge
passion for Peter: “Moving to the
Cardiff City Stadium and the training
facilities at The Vale has been a
culmination of six years hard work
since the start of Regional Rugby 
and compares with the very best
throughout the rugby world. Through
our family charitable foundation, 
‘The Atlantic Foundation’, my wife
Babs has run this for over 15 years,
focusing on Education, The Arts,
Sports and The Community.” 

Denis Tingay (Foxcombe 1984) 
and Katie Riseley
(Gloucester 1999)

Foxcombe veterans Denis Tingay
(denistingay@msn.com) and
Katie Riseley (kariseley@
googlemail.com) have joined
forces to serve with the British
Army in Afghanistan. 
The Territorial Army soldiers
found out about their TS
connection while working
together at their London

regiment, the Honourable
Artillery Company. 
Katie (Foxcombe ’96 & Gloucester
’99) studied Biology at the
University of Birmingham before
commissioning into the regular
army as an artillery officer. 
Now a reserve soldier, in her
civilian life she teaches science
at Edenham School in Croydon.
After leaving school Denis
(Foxcombe ’84) completed an
Apprenticeship in Journalism at
The Times and now works as a
Clinical Editor at the British
Medical Journal. He joined the
Royal Army Medical Corps
eleven years ago and transferred
into the Royal Artillery this year.
Captain Riseley and Colour
Sergeant Tingay are part of a
Royal Artillery surveillance team
working in Helmand Province
and are due to return from 
their tour in April this year. 
Both have previously served 
in Iraq.

Alexandra Whittall
(Murray 1984)
alexandra@angelicfeast.com

Alex lives on a
beautiful boat in
northern Kent.
She cooks for a
living and works
with natural
therapies,
specialising in
food as medicine.

She has spent the last few years
cooking for private individuals,
retreats in this country and in
Holland and caters for weddings,
funerals, and any kind of
gathering imaginable! Alex said:
“I have a catering van and tents that
help to create a wonderful dining
experience pretty much anywhere! 
I like to cook inspired and beautiful
gourmet food which is both nutritious
and delicious. As well as this I have
worked as a stress consultant and
stress buster in London.”
www.angelicfeast.com

Sophie Mosberger 
(Bevan 1988) 
sophiemosberger@
googlemail.com
In 2011 Sophie designed the 
sets and costumes for an opera
double bill at the Royal Opera
House Linbury Theatre,
Massenet’s ‘Le Portrait de Manon’
and Berlioz’s ‘Les Nuits d'été’. 
She is currently designing the
set for Mozart’s ‘Die Zauberflöte’
for Longborough Festival Opera
in June 2012.

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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Beccy Osborn 
(Murray 1990)
beccy.osborn@googlemail.com

Graduating
from St Hugh’s,
Oxford, in
1993, Beccy
lives and 
works in
Dunblane and,
since 2008, 
has been
running her
own ecological
consultancy
Direct Ecology

Ltd (www.directecology.co.uk)
employing 6 staff. 
They undertake ecological
impact assessments for a wide
range of developments, including
renewable energy and
construction projects, and
specialise in protected species.
She also moonlights as a bat
worker advising householders
who have bats. Married to Brad,
they we have two children Jamie
(4) and Eilidh (1). Beccy says:
“Any free time (not often!) is spent
enjoying hill walking and munro
bagging and I regularly compete at
orienteering events throughout
Scotland, the UK and abroad and 
have represented Scotland 
(yes, OK not England) in the 
Senior Home Internationals. 
I would love to hear from and 
catch up with fellow classmates.”

Kate Newbold (Bevan 1991)
katienewbold@hotmail.com
Kate is a Consultant Clinical
Oncologist at the Royal Marsden
Hospital in London specialising
in the treatment of patients with
cancer of the head, neck and
thyroid. She qualified from
Bristol University in 1996, and
completed general medical
training in Bristol and
Cheltenham. She completed her
specialist training at The Royal
Marsden and Guy’s and St
Thomas’ in London. 
She undertook research at 
The Royal Marsden between
2003 and 2005, and was
awarded an MD in 2007. 
Her research interests include
functional imaging applied to 
the oncological management 
of head and neck cancer,
dosimetric delivery of
radioisotopes and novel systemic
therapies in thyroid cancer.

Lee Cooper (Evans 1998)
lee.cooper@
cooperassociatesltd.com
Lee has raised funds for national
charity ‘Dreams Come True’ 
after cycling the length of
Britain. Two generations from
independent mortgage advisory
firm Cooper Associates, cycled over
900 miles from Land’s End to
John O’Groats in just over seven
days. Lee (Managing Director)
and his father Glyn were
accompanied by colleague

Katherine Stone, who provided
en route publicity to help
generate further funds. ‘Dreams
Come True’ is a national charity
which fulfils the dreams of
terminally and seriously ill
children aged 2-21 years of age.
Every child has their own unique
dream and making that dream
come true for a child not only
brightens their life but is a gift of
joy and wonderful memories that
parents and family will treasure
forever. Lee will be running the
April London Marathon to raise
funds for ‘Dreams Come True’.
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
CooperAssociates 

Sam Cooper (Besley 2004)
samcooper_@hotmail.com 

Lee’s sister, Sam (Training &
Competence Manager at Cooper
Associates) is currently on a
trekking expedition attempting to
climb Africa’s highest mountain,
Kilimanjaro, also raising funds
for ‘Dreams Come True’. She is
passing through four seasons in
just one week, going from the
extreme humidity of the steamy
rain forests in the mountain’s
foothills to the freezing
conditions of the snowy peaks.
Cooper Associates regularly 
hold fundraising events in aid 
of the charity.  

Edward Farrant (Evans 1998)
edwardfarrant@gmail.com

After qualifying from Cardiff
University in 2003 as an
Optometrist, Ed went on to
specialise in eye disease. 
He was one of the first in the
country to qualify with
independent prescriber status,
enabling him to treat eye
problems. He particularly enjoys

mountain biking, skiing and
water-sports. He currently
divides his time as an
optometrist and partner, 
along with his wife, in Earlam
and Christopher Optometrists
Taunton(www.earlamand
christopher.co.uk) and Bristol
Eye Hospital as a specialist in
glaucoma and eye casualty. Ed,
an enthusiastic contact lens
practitioner has recently brought
to Taunton a revolutionary
technique in overnight vision
correction called Orthokeratology. 
This technique means that no
specs or lenses need to 
be worn during the day. 
It offers a great, fully reversible
and safe alternative to laser
surgery or regular contact
lenses. Ed says: “This is an
extremely exciting development, 
as an increasing body of evidence
suggests that short sight (myopia)
development in children and young
adults can actually be halted using 
this technique.” 

Simon Hewett-Avison
(Marshall 1999) 
simon.hewett-
avison@teenagecancertrust.org
Simon is Education and
Advocacy Manager for the
Teenage Cancer Trust
(www.teenagecancertrust.org)
The Trust raises awareness of
cancer in schools and colleges in

order to educate
and empower
young people 
with the aim or
reducing time 
to diagnosis. 
He offers
specialist advice
and guidance 

to patients around education or
work. He previously worked as
an Education Officer for Exmoor
National Park and, as a qualified
teacher, has run outreach
projects for disadvantaged
children. Simon said: “Every day
in the UK 6 teenagers are told they
have cancer. Teenage Cancer Trust
aims to help all of these young people
fight cancer and provide the highest
possible quality of care throughout
their journey.” Simon visited the
School in February raising
awareness to the current 6th
Form pupils.

Zak Aravadinos 
(Wills West 2004)
zak_gio@hotmail.com 
Since graduating from
Gloucestershire University, 
Zak founded Access Your Care
(www.accessyourcare.co.uk), 
a new and innovative Home
Support Agency based 
in Clevedon, North Somerset. 
The company aims to supply
services that incorporate
traditional care provision
techniques with technology and
an enhanced service
management system. 

This unique system guarantees
clients cheaper, individualised
and more manageable 
services than other 
‘traditional’ providers. 

Access Your Care’s services 
include ’Response24’ –
a 24 hour care response 

service; ‘Buddi’ – a personal
alarm system which provides
Telecare and monitoring 
using the latest in GPS
technology; a brand new
revolutionary shopping 
service working directly with
Asda and local retailers; 
Support Brokers for those with
Individual budgets or Direct
payments; and the ‘Carehub’
which supplies Cleaning,
Laundry, Gardening and
Handyman services. 

Zak said: 
“I would like to say
a huge thank you
to all my teachers,
house masters and
mentors at
Taunton School for
providing me with
not only a great
education, but for a

positive life-changing experience which
helped shape everything I have
achieved since leaving the school.”  

Dorothy Sanders (Bevan 2006)
dorothyesanders@gmail.com

A recent graduate of Durham
University, Dorothy has been
awarded a coveted $40,000
grant to take part in a start-up
accelerator based in Santiago,
Chile. She has also recently
returned from sharing her
undergraduate dissertation
results in Kosovo at an
international conference with the
UN, WHO, and the Kosovan
Government. Dorothy was
selected along with two fellow
graduates to move to South
America to build their globally-
minded business alongside
winners from 33 other countries.
‘Start-Up Chile’ is the Chilean
government’s bold approach to
revolutionising the country’s

Old Tauntonian Review
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While travelling in South America, Dorothy
Sanders (Bevan ’06) summited Aconcagua along 
with Beth Pascall (Bevan ’06). It is the tallest
mountain in the Southern Hemisphere at 6,962m.



Aren't the headlines bleak. But
while we have our heads down
due to the economic downturn,
there are some organisations
that, due to their quality and
ambition, are doing rather well.
That is the debate around the
meeting tables of Taunton
School at present.

So let’s ask some honest
questions about the education
children in the UK are
experiencing.

Do our schools add value? Can
we say that the experience is
making our children individually
better prepared for the
challenges of the 21st century?
Are they being equipped to cope

with the unprecedented thought
that they will have to work until
they are nearly 70?

Education seems very much to
be a box ticking exercise.
Selective schools wish to ensure
that as man A*s are harvested
as possible. Schools that
struggle aim to try and salvage
something for each pupil so that
their life chances are enhanced
in some way. 

But where are the schools that
are visionary, innovative and
unafraid of change?

To my mind, they are those that
believe in opportunity, who have
the guts to throw out the old
and bring in the new, who
question the everyday stuff,
push the boundaries, deliver the
qualifications well, but then pile
on the extra so that children
come home from school with a
spring in their step.

For my school that means
taking every academic subject
beyond the exam. It means
catering for the expert or
zealous child. it means not
finding it irksome when a pupil
with a special ability needs that
extra mile.

It also means great sport, 
music, drama, debating,
outward bound activity. 
It means a chance to form a
company in a school or build 
a racing car, lead a charity
initiative or publish a journal.

To achieve this we need school
leaders who are trained in
change management, who do
not simply understand health
and safety, child protection and
the ins and outs of the next
inspection regime, but those
who read beyond the education
pages, consider the political,
moral and social changes 
that are happening and shape
their school provision to 
those challenges.

Deeply reflective management
combined with original thought
and a determination to carry
change through to its
conclusions are called for 
if we are to provide this
generation with more than the
standard fare in their most
formative days.

Dr John H. Newton M.A.
(Oxon), F.Coll.P., Dip.M.S.(Ed.)

GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS 
OR MOVING MOUNTAINS?

business ecosystem. 
The program seeks to attract
over 1,000 early-stage, high-
potential entrepreneurs to come
and build their business in Chile.
Its goal is to lead the country on
a path to becoming the
innovation and entrepreneurial
hub of Latin America.

Dorothy said, “We are now two
months into the Start-Up Chile
program, and it is an absolutely
incredible experience. Ideas don’t grow
in a vacuum, so Start-Up Chile’s
diverse people-centric approach to
entrepreneurship is fantastic. 
The community here is also a powerful
catalyst – it is an environment where
bold ideas are actively encouraged, are
not written off as impractical or
unrealistic, and this radiates a narcotic
tingle of possibility. I feel incredibly
fortunate to be here. We have begun to
turn our business idea into a reality
and are building a unique platform for
mapping visual travel content –
maptia.com. Riding on the wave of
visual content curation, Maptia will be
a place where people can truly be the

author of their own map.” You can
follow her at: maptia.com/blog

Duncan Wells (Evans 2007)
duncanwells@mh-tc.com

Duncan has
recently joined
the team at
Marlborough
House, Taunton –
a centre of
excellence in
natural health
care and therapy.
He studied Sports

Therapy at Coventry University
before becoming a fully insured
member of the Society of Sports
Therapists. Throughout his life
he has had experiences of many
different sports from rugby,
hockey and cricket to surfing,
climbing and skiing, and has a
wide understanding of the aches
pains and injuries which are
associated with sporting activity.
As a graduate Sports Therapist
Duncan has been trained to
treat, manage and prevent 
many musculoskeletal

dysfunctions and disorders 
which may or may not be 
related to sporting activities,
such as repetitive strain 
injuries, fibromyalgia, 
ankylosing spondylitis, back 
pain and sciatica.

Matthew Hatfield
(Marshall 2009)
mattjhatfield@gmail.com

Matthew was
elected to the
position of 
JCR (Junior
Common Room)
President at
Girton College,
Cambridge 
in February this
year. Reading
Natural Sciences

at the University of Cambridge
since 2010, Matthew is excited to
take a leadership role amongst
students of Girton College for the
next 12 months. He is keen to
utilise his committee of nineteen
to give undergraduates the
opportunity to be heard.

Matthew says: “Girton College,
Cambridge has always been pioneering
since its foundation as a Women’s
College in 1869, and subsequently
during its transition to co-education in
1979. Whilst I very much respect the
importance of tradition within the
college, I am keen to question some
areas of college life and bring 
about improvements. 

“As well as a fantastic opportunity to
represent the undergraduates of my
college, this will be great management
experience and will teach me very
useful skills which cannot be learnt in
a lecture theatre.

“It cannot be a coincidence that three
OTs in the last three years have become
JCR Presidents of Oxbridge colleges,
prestigious positions which require a
lot of commitment. Taunton School
certainly nurtures an ethos amongst
its students to make the most of what’s
on offer and get involved with extra-
curricular activities. I am pleased that
the school provided us with such a
variety of opportunities and hope this
continues to expand.”

UPDATES
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UPDATE ON
THE OTA
SURVEY

We had an 
impressive 
610 responses
to the survey
(including 
100 from Old
Weirfieldians), 
and I would like to take this
opportunity to say a big thank
you to everyone who
participated. Many people
shared their experiences and
ideas generously, and we 
will benefit greatly from the
richness of the collective
contributions. The analysis will
take some time and, once
completed, we will share the
full report online as well as
putting a summary in a 
future edition of the Review. 
Anyone who gave us their 
e-mail address in their survey
response was entered in the
draw for a case of fine wine;
this draw took place at the
Annual Association dinner on
30th March. 
Jan Nuttall

Headmaster John Newton



BIRTHS
BAGG to Jo (née Hill) Bevan ’88 and Adrian Ella - 26.02.11

COMPTON to Victoria (née Newbold) Bevan ’93 and Ben Sophie Amelia – 01.01.11

GASKELL to Tom Wills West ’96 and Anna (née Clarke) 
Foxcombe ’95 Drew Harvey – 28.09.11

HUNT to Jamie School House ’92 and Emily Hector James – 28.01.12

LACKENBY to Karen (née Gardham) Murray ’97 and Dave Nathan – 01.08.11

McCORMACK to Emma (née Scott) Bevan ’95 and Zane Xavier – 28.07.10

MUNRO-CHICK to James Evans ’92 and Lynsey Alexander Henry – 07.09.11 

SALTER to Stacey (née Johnson) Bevan ’96 and David Lawrence James – 27.05.1

WATSON to Alex (née Heath) Gloucester ’97 and David Gabriella Jane Zara – 21.12.11

MARRIAGES
FOSSELLA Sarah (née Carpenter) Jenkin ’01 to Stuart married 02.09.11

JEFFREYS Susannah  (née Rogers) Weirfield School ’92 to Samuel married 03.12.11

KIRKPATRICK Kathy (née Guernsey) Bevan ’94  to John married 23.12.11

MACKENZIE-REILLY Ian (Mackenzie-Shapland) School House ’74 to Pamela married 05.02.11

MERRIMAN Bethany (née Moore) Weirfield ’02 to Andrew married 24.03.12

SHEEN Michael Wills East ’01 to Rhona married 06.08.11 

WHITE Louise (née Lambert) Murray ’96 to David married 09.07.11

WOODING OJ Evans ’02 to Eva married 26.07.11

DEATHS
BAILEY Susan Gladys Weirfield School ’54-’59 died 24.02.12

BAND George Christopher Eltham ’39-’45 died 26.08.11

BELLEW Derek Rogers School House ’41-’43 died 22.03.11

BUTTERWORTH Brian Lyndon Fairwater ’47-’53 died 08.08.11

CAPE Frederick Roberts School House ’32-’34 died 31.01.12

CARPENTER  OBE Hugh Maurice Fairwater ’45-’55 died 07.01.12

CHARLTON David James Somerset ’42-’50 died 09.02.10

DUGDALE Richard Jeremy Fairwater ’46-’57 died 16.01.12

FOREMAN Peter Lennox Fairwater ’25-’33 died 06.09.10

GEORGE Pauline Elizabeth (née Govier) Weirfield School ’52-’63 died 23.08.11

HIGGS Peter John Wills West ’29-’36 died 14.12.11

KEMBREY Frederick Daniel Peter Senior Day Boys ’35-’40 died 25.08.11

KENNY Brian Henry School House ’31-’33 died 15.10.11

LEIGH-FIRBANK Martin Paul Wills West ’52-’60 died 08.08.11

LOCK Kathleen Annie (née Biffen) Weirfield School ’29-’37 died 22.08.11

LOWEIN Cyril St John Wills East ’43-’47 died 09.07.11

LYONS Trevor David Gerald Fairwater ’54-’55 died 01.01.12

RICHARDSON Peter Anthony Campbell Wills West ’42-’47 died 11.08.11

RIGG Henry Alan Pietroni School House ’32-’37 died 28.01.12

SHERWEN Ronald Gouldie Wills West ’40-’47 died 24.01.12

SUTTON Harold Roland Senior Day Boys ’24-’29 died 22.05.11

TAYLOR                 Dorothy Louise                 Weirfield School ’42-’49                               died 10.03.12

THOMSON Justin Piers Gow Wills West ’64-’70 died 10.01.12

WATSON Malcolm Stewart Wills West ’42-’54 died 19.02.12

WEMYSS Timothy William Fairwater ’40-’51 died 15.12.11

WILLIAMS Walter Rex Senior Day Boys ’22-’35 died 08.10.11
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LEARN FROM 
THE PAST...
PREPARE FOR
THE FUTURE

Phil Griffiths (Fairwater ’59) has taken on the
onerous task of digitising the OT Archive. 
This involves scanning Weirfieldian and
Tauntonian magazines, back to the first
edition in 1882, and making them available
soon to all OTs through OTs Online
(https://taunton.web-intouch.com). Whole
School Photographs are being digitally
processed and these will also be available to
view through the website.

The project is in two phases: 

(1) pre-integration (Independent College
Taunton and Taunton School Old Boys’
Association) and (2) post- integration 
(Old Tauntonian Association). Phase 1 is
progressing well but we would welcome: 

� Photographs pre-1972 

� Sporting photos (ideally with names) 

� House Photos (ideally with names)

� Old Weirfieldian Photos and Memorabilia

� Thone / TPS Photos and Memorabilia

Phase 2 is at the design stage. We would 
like to hear suggestions from any current
pupil or OTA lady member for inclusion
within the project. 

Please email David Bridges at:
ots@tauntonschool.co.uk if you have 
anything you think may be of use, so we 
can check that we don’t already have it! 

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 



Ivor, his brother, his early life
centred around Taunton School
where his father taught
woodwork and his mother was a
primary school teacher. One of
his earliest memories was
helping his father make the pews
for Wellington School Chapel, 
a building which was later
dedicated to the Old Boys who
lost their lives in the First 
World War.

On leaving school Rex was
articled as a solicitor to Dodson
and Pullman. When the War
started he joined up as an 
RAF navigator, where he was
utterly dependable, competent,
alert, skilled, and trusted. 
His family and friends would
recognise those gifts in him for
decades later. After the war. 
Rex returned to Taunton, to
Dodson and Pullman and, 
even more importantly, 
met Mera, then working as 
a physiotherapist at 
East Reach Hospital. 

All this time Rex was not only
working at Dodson and Pullman,
he became well known in the
area for his Crown Court work as
well as his many and various
roles and contributions to the
community. He was an
independent and then
Conservative borough councillor
and in 1964-65 Mayor of
Taunton. He served the Council
for decades, until 1987. He led
the twinning with Taunton,
Massachusetts, from which
derived many close and long-
lasting friendships.

And, together with his 
family, it was his friends on 
both sides of the Atlantic who
were such a tremendous support
when his dear Mera died in
1977. Despite this huge blow 
Rex kept going – with his work,
his community activities, 
his lovely garden, his cricket 
(which had meant so much to
him right back to his school 
days, and which has since 
lived on in his grandchildren)
and indeed all kinds of sport.
‘Grandstand’ afternoons were
ring fenced.

We pay tribute to a great
gentleman, to a First Citizen of
Taunton, and to a devoted
husband, father, grandfather 
and great grandfather. 

Adapted from the eulogy given at 
Rex’s Funeral Service by kind
permission of his elder daughter 
Mrs Penelope Stokes.

OBITUARY

Peter John Higgs
(Wills West 1929-36)
6 January 1921 –
14 December 2011 

Peter was born in Herne Bay 
and moved to Swanage, 
Dorset when he was 4 years old
with his parents and younger
sister Betty. When he was 8, 
he was sent as a boarder to
Taunton School and left there 
in 1936.

One of his school friends lived on
a farm in Cornwall and Peter
spent his holidays there which
gave him a keen interest in
farming. When he left school he
worked for 2 years on a mixed
dairy farm in Portsmouth. 
He then went to the University of
Reading to study agriculture and
dairying and went on to work at
the University farm.

In 1942 he joined the RAF 
as an aircraft fitter and was
posted to Blackpool. It was 
there in the Tower Ballroom 
that he met Kay Englishby, a
young Irish girl working as a
secretary for the war effort. 
They were married on 23rd
August 1943 and in June 1945
they had a son, Michael.

In 1951 he joined the Ministry 
of Food as an Area Milk Officer
covering the Bristol and Cardiff
area, and in 1958 he moved to
Norwich as a Field Officer
carrying out executive and pest
control work. Peter studied 
hard and obtained qualifications
in Farm Machinery, Operation
and Care.

In 1976 he was promoted to
Divisional Agricultural Safety
Inspector for the County of
Norfolk and settled in Norwich.
Both Peter and Kay made 
many friends in and around the
Norwich area through his 
work with the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Foods and her employment as
secretary at Bally shoes.

In 1980 he was again promoted 
to HM Principal Agricultural
Inspector responsible for the 
West Midlands region and he and
Kay moved to Newcastle Under
Lyme where he finished his
working career.

Peter retired in 1984 and died
in December 2011 after a brave
struggle: he had 90 years of 
great life.

Frederick Daniel 
Peter Kembrey
BSc; CEng., MIMechE
(Senior Day Boys 1935-42)
16 May 1924 – 25 August 2011 

Having won a scholarship to the
prestigious Taunton School, Peter
attained his school certificate at
age 16 years and went on to serve
in various capacities on Britain’s
railways. He started his career as
an apprentice at the Swindon
Works of the Great Western
Railway.  He gained expertise in
the specialist disciplines of wheel
balancing and the complexities of
steam locomotive valve-gear
setting.  He became competent in
the design and specification of
locomotive and rolling stock brake
equipment during employment
with the Westinghouse Brake and
Signal Company in Chippenham.
Upon return to Swindon he
entered the Locomotive Drawing
Office where, according to A.E.
(Dusty) Durrant in his book
“Swindon Apprentice” * :
“….while second in command on the
section was Peter Kembrey, a rare
species in those days being in possession
of a university degree.”

His degree, in Mechanical
Engineering, was attained from
Imperial College London. 
Peter contributed to the
development of other engineers 
at the works by conducting
evening classes in draftsmanship
at the local college. He was
involved in the introduction of the
D800 series, German based, main
line Diesel Hydraulic Locomotives,

Harold Roland Sutton
(Senior Day Boys 1924-29)
7 November 1912 – 22 May 2011

Born at Langley Marsh, Harold
won a Scholarship to Taunton
School at the age of 11. 
He subsequently joined
Summerhayes of Taunton as an
articled Clerk before joining Price
Bothers in Wellington as an
Accountant in 1935. He was
called up in 1940 and sent to
Blackpool for training where he
failed his eye-test, was grounded
and sent on an engineering
course, to join the ground crew
with radio and communications.
In 1942 he joined 655AOP
Squadron and sent to Egypt
where he spent 3 years travelling
through Italy to the French
border before returning back to
Wellington in 1945. He settled in
Milverton, Somerset, becoming a
well-respected Special Constable
for many years. He retired in
1976 and was an active member
of Wellington Masonic Lodges
and Probus. 

Walter Rex Williams
(Senior Day Boys 1922-35)
28 November 1916 –
8 October 2011

Thoughtful, caring, intelligent,
hard working, distinguished in
war, Rex was generous in giving
of himself to the community, and
above all devoted to his family.

He was born in Torquay on 28th
November 1916. Together with

https://taunton.web-intouch.com  
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as well as less powerful shunting
locomotives. Eventually, British
Railways demanded changes to
the engineering organisation as a
part of its modernisation
programme, and Peter decided to
move early to Derby, where the
Railway Technical Centre was
being established. During this
time he was seconded to the
Advance Projects Division and
was assigned, as one of only a
couple of railway engineers, to
the Advance Passenger Train
(APT) project. One of Peter’s roles
was to point out flaws in policies
being proposed by the rest of the
team (that had been drafted in
from the aerospace industry!)  
He represented British Rail at a
senior level as Metrication Officer,
at UIC (International Union of
Railways) committees in Paris
and was instrumental in
metricating the Engineering
department of British Rail.
Responsible for managing the
Design Services section of the
Chief Mechanical and Electrical
Engineer’s department, 
Peter was among the
representing contingent of
recipients (on behalf of British
Rail) of a Design Council 
Special Award for the design 
of the High Speed Train (HST).

Peter was very happily 
married to Mary for over 
59 years and enjoyed extensive
caravan holidays for many 
years both in Britain and 
France. Peter leaves 
behind his two daughters 
and two grandchildren.

* “Swindon Apprentice”  
Author A.E. Durrant, Runpast
Publishing Cheltenham  

John David Appleyard
(Wills West 1944-51)
10 February 1933 –
15 April 2011

David was the star of the inter-
house music competitions
between 1948-51 and it was no
surprise that he won a place at
the Royal College of Music, where
he was a pupil of the leading

trumpet player of his generation,
Ernest Hall, principal in the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra.  

After graduating, David was a
freelance musician, before being
appointed co-principal trumpet
at the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden. After several
years there, he moved to a
similar post at English National
Opera, before retiring, due to 
ill health, spending the rest of
his professional life teaching 
the instrument.

Despite his distinguished 
musical career, David considered
his greatest achievement to 
be that, for 40 years, in
company with his London 
brass-playing colleagues, 
and OT friends as a choir, he
arranged Christmas carol-
singing in Hampstead, collecting
many thousands of pounds for
cancer charities.                    
Brian Stent (School House ’51)
www.johndavidappleyard.co.uk

Dr Hugh Maurice
Carpenter OBE
(Fairwater 1945-55)
3 July 1937 – 7 January 2012

Hugh Carpenter began clinical
training at the Middlesex
Hospital in 1958. He migrated to
Australia in 1965 and in 1976
purchased a general practice in
Tasmania, which he sold in
1984, becoming State Director 
of the Family Medicine
Programme. He also acted as
medical officer for Australian
and British embassies 
in Russia, China, and many
other countries in the Far East.
During his busy life he worked
or spent time in 127 of the
world’s 192 countries! While in
Moscow he developed a network
of English-speaking doctors to 
care for expatriates, for which
he was awarded the OBE. 
He was also awarded, by the

Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Cross of St Augustine for
restoring to the Anglican
community a church that had
been deconsecrated during
Soviet rule.

In 1996 he retired from 
foreign office work and went
back to Tasmania, from where
he toured the Australian
continent in a caravan, offering
medical support to countless
remote communities.

He was widely liked and
respected for his courteous and
congenial company and
dedicated service. He is survived
by his wife Eleanor.

Justin Piers 
Gow Thomson
(Wills West 1964-70)
20  February 1952 –
10 January 2012

Justin joined Taunton School
from Bogotá, Colombia. 
After leaving school he travelled
widely and qualified as a
Chartered Surveyor with
Richmond-upon-Thames
Borough Council, later 
becoming one of the youngest
Fellows of that Institute. 
Outside the world of work he
was a keen TA soldier for 10
years in 10 PARA and always
loved his rugby. He is survived by
his daughter and son Hermione
and Sam; and also his brother
and sister Jamie and Penny 
and his mother. Justin died
suddenly at his home in 
The Canary Islands.

John Thornhill Dewdney
(Taunton School Staff 1952-88)
26 July 2011
John was born in Iver,
Buckinghamshire and educated
at Emmanuel School where he
won a scholarship to Worcester
College, Oxford. 

Armed with his classics and
philosophy degree he joined the

staff at Taunton School in 1952
to teach his subject with
considerable success, to coach
rugby teams, and produce junior
plays where two of today’s
professional actors first appeared
on stage.

Throughout his career at
Taunton, John immersed himself
in the life of the school. He ran
the Investment Club, and was
editor of the Tauntonian. 
He wrote and produced Staff
Revues, the last of which, 
‘Back to Norm’, welcomed new
headmaster, Norman Roberts.
Many of us will remember the
huge fête, with Radio One Road
Show in attendance, which
raised a large sum of money 
for Barnardos.

But of much more importance
than any of this was his marriage
to staff nurse Liz of the school
hospital in 1965 with their
wedding reception being the 
first at the school. Helen and
Nigel completed the family.

Following a spell as an assistant
housemaster at Fairwater John
became housemaster of Neal,
and two years later Head of
Classics. His further involvement
in school followed his love of
classical music. He taught
himself the oboe and played in
both school and town orchestras.

On retiring John became
secretary of the Taunton Flower
Show, a post he held for nine
years. He also took up bowls. 
His love of the English 
language and dislike of sloppy
pronunciation led to his being a
member of the standards panel
of Taunton Deane Council. 
He will best be remembered as a
totally dedicated schoolmaster
who also involved himself in the
town, a wonderful husband,
father and grandfather, a man of
intellectual integrity, but above
all, a true gentle man.

Rev Terry Curnow

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 



REUNION ROUND-UP

OLD WEIRFIELDIAN REUNION
SEPTEMBER 2011 (TAUNTON SCHOOL)

WESTERN CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCH
DECEMBER 2011 (TAUNTON SCHOOL)

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 

CORNISH CLUB 
SEPTEMBER 2011 (CRANTOCK BAY HOTEL)

WESTERN CLUB 
OCTOBER 2011 
(TAUNTON SCHOOL)

Above (L-R): Charlotte Pickard, Lauren Plant, 
Lucy Taylor and Alice Newlyn
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LONDON CLUB DINNER
DECEMBER 2011

Above (L-R): Taunton School Prefects Alice Newlyn, 
Oliver Kelham, Hugh Wilman (HB), Charlotte Pickard (HG),

Caroline Musto and Harry Speedy

Above (L-R): Adrian Dando (School House ’82), 
Mike Pudner (School House ‘78) and Andrew Phillips (Goodland ’75)

Above: Rick Pudner (Foxcombe ‘74)
and Dr John Newton

Above (L-R): Bill Norris (Wills West ‘60) and 
Richard Norris (School House ‘64)

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 

Left: Guest Speaker 
Ian Acheson (Goodland ’87)

DUBAI CLUB
FEBRUARY 2012

Right:
The new Dubai Club Chairman
Jonathan Skittrall (Evans ’92) 

and Saskia Skittrall

WELSH CLUB PRESENTATIONS
At the Annual Welsh Club Dinner in November at Cardiff Golf Club,
presentations were made to Dr John Newton and Michael Button. 

Whilst rummaging amongst the
archives, Phil Griffiths came
across a piece of paper on 
which were numerous ‘doodles’
from former Governor and OT 
Dr John Roberts, scribed during
a Governor’s Meeting. 
Dr Roberts was Warden at
Merton College, Oxford where
current Headmaster and OT
President Dr Newton was 
a student. 

Michael Button (Wills East ’56)
was presented with a Silver
Medal by Senior OT President
Henry Wilkins (Wills West ’54).  
The silver Medal For Merit 
was originally presented to
Joseph Henry Phillips 
(Fairwater 1888-92),
Grandfather of OTs 
John Morgan (Fairwater ’56)

and Roger Morgan (Fairwater ’60). The Medal has been inscribed both with
JHN Phillips 1888-92 and MHN Button 1949-56 in recognition of  Mike’s
generous Service to the OTA and Taunton School for over 50 years and as a
retiring Governor of Taunton School. 



OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT Dr John Newton headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
President-Elect Jill Lisk jill.lisk@googlemail.com

Vice Presidents Michael Button mikebutton123@btinternet.com
Michael Willacy CBE willacy@mwa-consultancy.co.uk
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
The Headmaster headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
(ex officio)

Trustees John Pangbourne cpangbourne@hotmail.com
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com
Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com
Henry Keeling henry@henrykeeling.com

Hon Assoc Secretary David Bridges otsecretary@tauntonschool.co.uk
Hon Assoc Treasurer Simon Smart simonseansmart@gmail.com
Old Weirfieldian Rep Jan Nuttall jan.nuttall@gmail.com
Publications Secretary John Carrington compasscourt@gmail.com
Younger OT Representatives Ed Gauntlett ed_gauntlett@yahoo.co.uk

Will Pickard willpickard@hotmail.com
LONDON CLUB Chair:       Mary Woodgate mary.woodgate@accenture.com

Hon Sec.: Julian Pike julian@feinpike.co.uk
WELSH CLUB Chairman: John Ryland j.s.ryland@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk
WEST WALES CLUB Chairman: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com
WESTERN CLUB Chairman: David Brighton dbbrighton@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: David Bridges david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk
SOUTHERN CLUB Lunch Secretary: Chris Davis chrisdav@alderholt.freeserve.co.uk
SCOTTISH CLUB Chairman: Crona Hodges crona.hodges@erm.com
MIDLANDS CLUB Chairman: Tom Jameson tomjameson@talktalk.net

Hon Sec.: Chris Ainley chris@ainley.plus.com
CORNISH CLUB Chairman: Bruce Jeffares brucejeffares@talk21.com
NORTHERN CLUB Chairman: Stephen Gullick landsgull@gmail.com
AUSTRALIA (EAST) CLUB Chairman: Mark Slee markslee51@excite.com
AUSTRALIA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Andy Griffiths andygriffiths_bz@yahoo.co.uk
CANADIAN CLUB Chairman: Chris Loat chris-loat@shaw.ca
USA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Dr Alan Morgan alanmdjmary@cs.com
HONG KONG CLUB Chairman: Sabrina Leung sabrina@chamberlain-edu.com
FRENCH CLUB Chairman: Allan Green allan.green@wanadoo.fr

Social Secs: Matt Forrester mattforrester@hotmail.co.uk
Mark Bootherstone mark.bootherstone@gmail.co.uk

SPANISH CLUB Chairman: John Edwards jed@johnedwards.org.uk
NEW ZEALAND CLUB Chair: Simon Guilliver simongulliver@mac.com
DUBAI CLUB Chairman: Jonathan Skittrall skittrallj@pbworld.com
OLD TAUNTONIAN TRUST (Reg Charity No. 1060388)
Charitable purposes connected with Taunton School

Trustees: John Pangbourne (Principal Trustee and Treasurer)
David Jenkins, Michael Colley, 
Jonathan Stocker, Henry Keeling 

SPORTS CLUB Chairman: Will Osmond will@osmondandosmond.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Katie Riseley kariseley@googlemail.com

GOLFING SOCIETY President: Terry Davidge terry@davidget.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Richard Jowett richardjowett@hotmail.com

200 CLUB Chairman: David Brighton dbbrighton@btinternet.com
Hon Sec.: Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com

OT FREEMASONRY
Old Tauntonian Lodge No. 5735 WM: Ted Tucker

Secretary: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@btconnect.com

Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 WM: Malcolm Wicks
Secretary: Chris Harding harding588@btinternet.com

Old Tauntonian Chapter No. 5735 MEZ: Julian  Frost julianfrostrt365@hotmail.com
Scribe E: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@btconnect.com

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
MAY
Friday 4 Western Club Lunch 12.30pm Allerford Inn, Taunton
Saturday 5 Midland Club Dinner 7.00pm The Arden Hotel, Stratford
Saturday 5 French Club Dinner 4.30pm Café Le Procope, Paris
Saturday 12 West Wales Dinner 7.30pm Old Kings Arms Hotel,

Pembroke
JUNE
Friday 15 Reunion Weekend: Burke & Hog Roast 6.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 16 Reunion Weekend: Dinner 6.45pm Taunton School
Sunday 17 Reunion Weekend: Chapel & Lunch 10.15am Taunton School

SEPTEMBER
Friday 14 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 22 1847 Society Lunch 12.00 noon Taunton School
Sunday 30 Cornish Club Lunch 12.00 noon Newquay

OCTOBER
Saturday 13    Western Lunch with Wills’ Centenary    12.30pm Taunton School

NOVEMBER
Thursday 8 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 17 Welsh Club Dinner 7.30pm Cardiff Golf Club

DECEMBER
Monday 10 Western Club Christmas Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School  

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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TS FOUNDATION 
ASTRO APPEAL
“We’re almost there” says 
Dr John Newton Headmaster & OT President

FLYING SQUIRREL LANDS
AT TAUNTON SCHOOL
2nd Lt David Floyd (Wills East ’08), who has recently completed his basic training and is
now awaiting his conversion onto Lynx helicopters, accompanied Cdr Nick Clarke from
660sqn at Shawbury when he brought in his Squirrel Helicopter for CCF back in October
2011. Apart from a look around the Helicopter, CCF cadets were given lectures about
Forces helicopter flying and the path they need to follow if they wish to take up this as a
career. David is pictured below with Prep School pupils.

UP STICKS AND AWAY...

OUR hockey players have returned from the national indoor finals with their heads held
high. No fewer than three teams were competing in January – the boys’ U18s and U16s in
Croydon and the girls’ U16s in Worcester. 

The boys’ U18s were the pick of the bunch as they finished second in their group to reach
the semi-finals. After a slightly nervy first half versus Trent College (2- 2) they got into
their stride scoring some excellent second half goals, winning 6-2. With George Cook
looking particularly dangerous from set pieces, the boys really hit their straps in the 
second game by hammering a shell-shocked Watford, 8-2. The early game in the morning
always promised to be the biggest challenge as hot favourites Whitgift were also settling
into their stride. While the 7-1 scoreline flattered them, the eventual winners looked a very
talented side.  Eyeing up a re-match in the final, we knew we had to win our last game to
guarantee a semi-final spot and captain, Oliver Large, rallied the boys to bounce back with
a 6-1 win over Rossall School. We then faced group B winners, Cranleigh, in what we 
knew was to be a tough game. Chances fell to both teams but it was Cranleigh who took
one of their opportunities late on to beat us 1-0. It was an incredibly tight game and the
boys must take comfort in the fact they really are one of the best indoor hockey sides 
in the country. 

Head of Hockey Dave Tarr said:“The side has had the best cup results of any boys’ hockey
first team in the history of the school – indoors or outdoors. No boys’ U18s team has made
the top four in the country before as well as being West and Somerset champions... a truly
remarkable achievement.” 

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 

“The school wants to provide a new artificial pitch on The Shale and I am calling on
parents and Old Tauntonians to help make the dream a reality. At the end of January
funds received from parents and OTs stood at £15,000 so, with thanks to the extraordinary
generosity of OT Col Peter Durrant (Senior Day Boys 1944) and another benefactor, 
the total raised now stands at £384,000.” 

“Our gratitude goes to all those who have kindly donated to this important appeal –
it is sincerely appreciated. However, we have an immediate challenge. Given our acute
need for the new pitch, we would prefer to build the Astro this September, if at all
possible, rather than the following year. Not only do we wish to provide first class 
Astro facilities to all our pupils, but we also want to attract the very best hockey players to
Taunton School. Early delivery of the new Astro would help achieve both these important
objectives. I am, therefore, issuing a rallying call to parents and Old Tauntonians, asking
for your loyal support in helping us raise the further £100,000, which will enable us to
deliver this important initiative.”

If you require further information, visit the school Foundation’s website at
www.tauntonschool.co.uk/foundation, where you can also donate online. You can also
phone the Foundation Director, Neil Longstreet, on 01823 703159, email him on
foundation@tauntonschool.co.uk or simply call into the Foundation Office 
opposite Reception.

DELUSIONS OF
GRANDEUR...AN UPDATE
Our invitation last August to OTs to email views to OT John Webster about former
Headmaster Dr John Rae’s observations about Taunton School in his 1993 autobiography
Delusions of Grandeur, contained an error in John’s email address. However, John has
pointed out that, in any case, his original suggestion had been only that the School 
should consider inviting someone who had worked in an adult capacity with both Dr Rae
and his immediate predecessor John Leathem to respond to Dr Rae’s observations, 
as John Webster felt these were in part inaccurate or unproven. While much appreciating 
John’s concern to defend the School’s good name in the face of Dr Rae’s criticisms of a
predecessor and former colleagues, we feel that so many years have elapsed since the 
mid-20th century period with which the book was largely concerned that it would serve no
useful purpose to open up the matter further now, though it might be a suitable subject for
review in any future history of Taunton School. 

The U18 Boys wearing their new hoodies kindly donated by David Brighton (Fairwater ’49).
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WORLD RECORD PRICES
FOR OT ARTIST

TAUNTON SCHOOL
INTERNATIONAL: 
‘THE GRANGE’

Taunton School recently announced an ambitious £2.3million expansion project after
purchasing ‘The Grange’, a 19th Century listed building at Kingston St Mary, Taunton,
which will become Taunton School International Middle School. It is delighted to announce
the appointment of Mrs Mary Allen B.A. Hons, PGCE, NPQH as its new Head who will
welcome the first full time students in September 2012.

Mary is welcomed back to the Taunton School group 
where she previously fulfilled the rôle of Deputy Head 
at Taunton School Preparatory for a period of 
11 years, a time characterized by change, growth 
and the development of a quality learning 
environment. Her links with Taunton School 
Preparatory and her understanding of both Junior 
and Middle School education will be key factors 
in the formation of successful links between 
Taunton School International Middle School, 

Taunton School Preparatory and Taunton School.

Immediately prior to this appointment, as Head of Leweston Preparatory School, 
Dorset, Mary led a very successful school committed to providing a balanced, 
rigorous and creative curriculum achieved through strong lines of communication, 
respect for others and a reflective, caring approach driven by an enthusiastic and 
energetic vision.

Mary says of her appointment:“I am delighted to take on the position of Head of 
Taunton School International Middle School and the challenge it offers. I look forward to
the opportunity of making a significant contribution to this exciting new venture and to
leading the dedicated staff team to create a lively and inspiring school for the young,
global citizens of Taunton School”.

Taunton School International Middle School offers places for international students aged
9-14 on intensive academic courses where Academic English is the focus alongside a full
curriculum of subjects such as Mathematics, Science, ICT, Art, Humanities, Drama, Music
and Physical Education. Courses range in length from one term to one year and students
will gain the necessary skills to be able to join a mainstream British Boarding School at
the end of their course.

William Henry Trood (Fairwater,
1868-73) was in the news in February,
when two of his paintings reached
record prices at the Fine Art sale held
by Bonhams in New York. 

Trood painted animals, especially
dogs. Bonhams expert Sam Travers
says: “Trood is in the top division of
dog painters of the Nineteenth
Century. At a time when the genre of
dog painting was at its height 
he was one of its finest exponents. 
His attention to detail and feeling for
his subjects puts him in a special
league, along with top names such as
Maud Earl and Landseer.”

Known as Willie at school, he first exhibited at the Royal Academy when he was only 20.
“I have painted dogs,” he once said, “since I was four years old, but not until I was 20
could I paint one properly.” In the back garden of his studio in Chelsea he kept a fox, a
badger and an otter – until neighbours complained of the noise, whereupon he took
them inside! He once tried unsuccessfully to hypnotise a dog to make it stay still 
for a painting.

He was a farmer’s son, one of three
children born in Taunton where he
lived in Bridge Street. His artistic
talents came to the fore – he was also
a sculptor – when the popularity of
domestic dogs was increasing rapidly,
and the fashion for dog paintings was
beginning to bloom.

In New York his paintings 
‘Hounds in a Kennel’ (a robin inspecting a pack of hounds)  and ‘Dejeuner’ (puppies
lapping milk from a bowl) raised $212,500 (£135,000) and $194,500 (£124,000)
respectively – world record prices for Trood, whose work only infrequently comes to
auction as he sadly died young, at the age of 40. (The previous record price was £30,000
for a picture sold in London in 1994.)

Phil Griffiths (Fairwater ’59), keeper of the OT archives, points out that the ‘Tauntonian’
only began publication in 1880, and backnumbers contain no record of William Trood.
Unless something unexpected turns up, we know very little of his school days – it would
be fascinating, for example, to get a glimpse of his Art reports!

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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TAUNTON SCHOOL
WELCOMES ITS FIRST 
LADY CHAPLAIN –
REVEREND 
CHRISTABEL AGER

Christabel was educated at Bedford
High School and went on to read
Classics at London University. 
She moved to Somerset in 1991
and worked as a Librarian at 
St Augustine of Canterbury School
for five years before joining Taunton
School as Librarian in 1996. She
achieved chartered status in 1998
and has taught in the R.E.
departments in both Prep and
Senior Schools, teaching up to 
GCSE in the Senior School.

Licensed as a Reader in the Church
of England in 2000, Christabel
became part of the Ministry Team at
St James Church, Taunton and, in
2007, was accepted for training for
ordination and began to study on
the Southern Theological Education
and Training Scheme, while
continuing as librarian.

She was Ordained Deacon in 2010,
then simultaneously began a part-
time curacy in seven parishes south
of Taunton and became acting
Chaplain at Taunton School to 
‘fill a gap’. She was Ordained 
Priest in 2011 and accepted the 
post of Chaplain.

She is married to David, 
a solicitor and himself a 
Non-stipendiary minister; 
and has two children, both of whom
were pupils at Taunton School. 
She has been involved with children
and young people in church groups
for most of her adult life as well 
as in the educational world. 
She loves walking, gardening,
reading and people.

Christabel says: “In this 
Christian school, part of the
Chaplain's work is to help the

community explore the teaching and claims of Jesus Christ.  So it is also  part of 
my role to create opportunities to reflect on our lives, both as individuals and as a
community, and to help us all seek the inner, spiritual strength needed to live 
lives which bring credit to our community, our families and our selves. I feel 
privileged to take on the chaplaincy role and am enjoying making new contacts 
across the school. I look forward to meeting Old Tauntonians when they visit 
the school.”

EDINBURGH 
FESTIVAL TRIUMPH:
TAUNTON SCHOOL WINS
‘SOLD-OUT SHOW’
AWARD 2011

Last year, the Taunton School Drama
Department took a production on tour to 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland.
Directed by Drama Teacher Alastair Kirby
(Evans ’08) and starring fresh-faced OTs 
Edward Bluemel (Goodland ’11) and Ben
Watkins (Marshall ’11), Dial H! for Hitchcock
provided a 30 minute parody inspired by the
works of Alfred Hitchcock.

They performed at ‘TheSpace @ Jury’s Inn’, a small theatre on the Royal Mile in
Edinburgh, receiving outstanding praise from audience members who enjoyed the homage
to Hitchcock and his work.

Official ‘Sold Out Show 2011’ confirmation recently came from the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival. Alistair said: “This award has also been won by World renowned celebrities,
comedians and actors, including the likes of Ricky Gervais, Lee Evans, Jimmy Carr and
Steven Berkoff, which just proves the calibre of shows that achieve the Sold Out status in
Edinburgh. Taunton School are only one of a handful of schools in the country to have
taken a show to the Edinburgh Festival 2011, and in addition to this, gaining the title of
‘Sold Out Show 2011’ in our very first year at the Festival makes the tour even more
special, truly proving the high quality of drama that Taunton School is currently providing
on an international scale. I am ecstatic that we as a school and a drama department have
achieved this prestigious title, it is not only something I believe expresses the quality of
drama at Taunton School and putting our drama department in another league, but it is
something I value as important within my acting career. I would like to thank everyone
involved with producing, fundraising and giving their support to help us create and tour
such a successful and exciting Sold Out 2011 production.”

Alistair, Edward and Ben

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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THE KENTISBEARE ASHES
Below is a brief account of a game 
of cricket played in August 2011, 
between family members and supporters
of the two Australian (+HK) based
Gregory brothers (Greg – FW ’60 and
Gordon FW ’64) versus those of the two
UK based brothers (Peter – FW ’56 and
David FW ’55). The event was put 
together largely by Canberra based 
Gordon Gregory and the inspirational
help of Tony Howe (FW ’61). It promoted
the gathering of nearly fifty Gregory
family members over three days of events

of which the focus was the cricket game.

The Ashes Trophy being that small, the title inscribed
thereon had to be condensed to ‘G-Ashes’. The game took
place at the superb cricket ground at Kentisbeare, courtesy
of Tony Howe who, with his wife Jacki, not only hosted the
overseas visitors but paved the way for a multiplicity of other
events covering all age groups.

Also in attendance, another OT and close family friends,
Marjorie and Chris Gibson Smith (FW ’64).

The official report read as follows: 

The Australia/Hong Kong side, led inspirationally by team
captain Pella, won the inaugural G-Ashes during August 
last in friendly and sunny conditions at Kentisbeare by
overpowering the larger and more experienced English team.
Batting first, James Howe’s home team mustered 163, with
major contributions from Tony Howe, Chris Gibson-Smith and
the captain himself, whose innings included a fine six over
the big hedge at long on. Chris’ innings also included a
straight six, much to Marjorie’s surprise and Chris’ pleasure.
The momentum of the home side's innings changed when
Lucas Schofield rattled the off stump of key batsman 
Jim Wilde with a gazunder. The visitors were well served in
the field by keeper Tad who pulled off a spectacular one-
handed catch to dismiss Brian. A tidy figure was returned by
Mardie Gregory whose three overs proved too much for uncle 

Peter, with Irene the only one of the home side able to 
handle Mardie’s guile and pace. Local farmer and 
shopkeeper John and Mike provided tight overs to the 
English side’s top order, in which Matty, David and 
Yvonne showed the greatest panache. Uncle Peter and 
Paul Manning both received unplayable balls at critical
moments of the innings, which ended with Gary S and Paul
trying to lift the scoring rate. 

The visitors’ innings got off to a solid start with Greg and
Tauri, who ran well between the wickets despite having
hardly a hair between them. Blocker Tauri, perhaps bristling

at the epithet, cracked opening bowler
Brian for six over the hedge, and after
star number three Mardie had failed, 
it was left to Phil Nawano and Lucas who
laid a solid foundation towards the
required victory target. Home captain
James’ sledging of Gordo (“What’s
happened to the festival cricket then mate?!”)
inspired the latter to take 
16 off an uncle Peter over and, with 
Paz failing, it was left to Tad to 
complete the dominance of the
Australian/HK side with some sweetly-
struck sixes – (just to show off his
puissance?) to the road end.

Above (L-R): Chris Gibson-Smith, David Gregory, ‘Greg’ Gregory, Tony Howe, Peter Gregory and Gordon Gregory.

MATCH SCORES
England: 163 all out
Australia / HK: 5-164

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 



SCHOOL’S OUT! IT’S TIME
TO JOIN THE CLUB 1824S...
THE LANSDOWNE CLUB, 9 FITZMAURICE PLACE, 
LONDON, W1J 5JD  www.lansdowneclub.com

Being in your late teens and early 20s is an exciting time. 
You may either be at university or college studying – and
partying – hard, on a gap year, just starting out on your
chosen career or perhaps one of the many young people who
are struggling to find work. Whatever your situation,
networking and friendship are very important during this time
in your life in order to make useful contacts for the future, 
as well as enriching your present. And what better way to

hone your networking skills, meet like-minded people of a similar age and make new
friends than by joining the Lansdowne Club as a Club 1824 Member?

The Club’s 1824 membership scheme has been specifically designed for young people who
will receive all the benefits of Lansdowne Club membership for an unbelievably affordable
one-off payment of £300, with no additional joining fee to pay. This equates to an annual
membership of only £45 if joining at 18!

The scheme was launched in 2009 and the Club now has nearly 200 Club 1824 members, 
a number which is continually growing. A tailor-made social programme for Club 1824
Members is currently being developed and is something that the Club will be investing
more significantly in over the coming year. Club 1824 offers Members a multitude of
benefits and use of the Club’s first-class facilities which include use of one of London’s most
beautiful Art Deco pools, our brand new, fully-equipped gym and the several restaurants
and bars. The location of the Club is another draw for younger Members, conveniently
located near famous galleries, night clubs and Bond Street’s designer shops. Members can
relax at the Club before hitting the Mayfair nightlife, perhaps stay the night and wake up
to a delicious English breakfast the next morning.

If you, or someone you know, are interested in joining Club 1824, all that is needed is a
letter of recommendation from the school headmaster or headmistress from an HMC
(Headmasters and Headmistresses Conference), GIGS (Girls Independent Grammar
Schools) or other associated educational organisation where secondary study 
was undertaken.

Existing members may be interested to hear that a Club 1824 membership can be
purchased as a gift for your own children as well as for friends, relations and godchildren.
The perfect present for any young person working or studying in London. 
For further information on Club 1824 membership, please contact Julie Hodgson,
Membership & Subscriptions.

3 PEAK CHALLENGE
What an experience!... 21 hours and 
45 minutes of gruelling hiking and
stunning scenery. Four OTs completed the
3 Peak National Challenge at the end of
July. Will Pickard (Fairwater ’06), 
John Osmond (Evans ’06), Tom Millington
(Marshall ’06) and Dan Saunders
(Fairwater ’06) did tremendously well
and really pushed for a decent time in the
knowledge of creating more donations for
Macmillan Cancer Support and the
Taunton School Foundation. The boys
thank all those who have donated so
far – they are on their way to reaching
their total but it’s still not too late to
donate at: www.justgiving.com/
3PeaksCharityTSChallenge.
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A BIRD IN THE HAND

Thirty two well-clad Old Tauntonians and their wives, armed with binoculars and 
cameras, boarded the boat at Exmouth pier head for a three hour ‘Bird Trip’ up the 
River Exe on what was to be an enjoyable social outing as well as an educational one.

Despite a chill wind, bright sunshine and blue sky made it a great day for viewing the
countless over-wintering birds of many species, while the mugs of hot soup on offer
sustained us well. There was even one common seal to be seen disporting itself in the 
sun on a sandbank, and the spectacle of a peregrine falcon diving headlong in pursuit of
its prey gave added excitement. Those among us who set out without a great deal of 
avian knowledge returned fully capable of identifying an avocet or a dunlin and
differentiating a cormorant from a shag.

Our thanks are due to Derrick Mead for his excellent organisation and to his wife, Marian,
for the superb Cream Tea which she provided in the Woodbury Village Hall to round 
off the afternoon.  Brian Mead

Above (L-R): Tina and Ian Irvin with Ian and Jenny Cavender

Above (L-R): Heather Ward, Margaret and Barry Sutton and Roger Ward

Below (L-R): Will, John, Tom and Dan



For some years now,  the Old Tauntonians have been
supporting School golf and it has been pleasing that 
for the past two years the School team has won the
prestigious West of England Tournament at 
Burnham and Berrow.

In recognition of 
that achievement,
OT Olly Hyland
(Fairwater ’62)
suggested that a
commemorative plaque
should be given to 
the School and 
OT Golf President 
Terry Davidge 

(Somerset ’65) recently made that presentation to 
the Headmaster and Hugh Todd (Director of Recreation)

There were two fine silver trays presented, each
inscribed with the names of the players in the winning
team: a very kind gesture and a wonderful memento of
the occasion.

The School is immensely grateful
to the OT Golf Club who have
kindly agreed to fund the
development of a PGA standard
golf green and driving nets on the
old croquet lawn on Uppers. 

We hope to incorporate a bunker
in due course and to extend these
practice facilities over time. 
The ground is prepared but will
not be seeded until the weather
changes for the better.
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WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM THEIR FRIENDS...

At the OT Weekend 2011, OTs generously contributed
nearly £400 towards a trip by current TS pupils to 
Albania to help give Albanian children a ‘holiday’. 
Here is what happened...

Albania is not at the top of most people’s holiday
destinations, but that did not deter the twelve pupils and
three staff members who set off for Gatwick last July, using
spare baggage allowances for cases of clothes and toys for
the children at the Home of Hope in Elbasan. Albania is
still one of the poorest countries in Europe and poverty
crushes many families. We had been busy since March,
raising over £2,000 to take the children and some of their
carers away on holiday for a week. 

The Taunton School party all paid for themselves. After a
very hot night in Elbasan, we travelled with the twenty
Albanian children and their carers to Spille, a village on
the Adriatic coast, and settled into the hotel where we
were to stay. The Albanian children loved the beach, where
we spent most of every day. Their ages range from five
years to eighteen and the older ones in particular enjoyed
swimming, while the little ones crept out from time to time
from under the sunshades, which are a must in the heat, to
build sandcastles and paddle. We played beach volleyball
with the older ones and when it was too hot, went back
under the umbrellas to play card games or talk. 
Each evening, a mixed group planned a brief drama to
entertain everyone else. Language, of course, is a problem,
but some of the older children speak  a bit of English or
French and it is surprising how much we can communicate
with smiles, sign language and the odd word of Albanian
that we picked up. Rev Christabel Ager said: “The end of the
week came too soon and when we had to say goodbye, no one's eyes
were quite dry. It is very rewarding to be able to give such a holiday
to these lovely children, but I think that the TS group gained even
more from the experience than the young holiday-makers.”

OT GOLF NEWS

Photograph the QR code 
above with a smartphone to 
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Above (L-R): Hugh, John and Terry


