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I feel very honoured 
to have been installed
as President of 
the Old Tauntonian
Association, a
remarkable worldwide
network operating for
124 years: it is an
important resource 
of wisdom and 

support for Taunton School and we are 
very proud of it.

The OT Review provides us with a snapshot 
of the individual achievements of former
students but also documents how the OTA
supports the Taunton School in practical
ways; the Scholarship Fund and major
building projects are the result of the
generosity of our members and are 
greatly valued.

I am not sure how I can live up to the
inspiring way of my predecessor, the
Headmaster, Dr John Newton. Under his
leadership Taunton School is clearly
flourishing, despite the challenging economic

environment. He is ambitious for all his
students as demonstrated at Commemoration
in June; when his charges leave with a wide
variety of accomplishments they have the best
possible start for their future life in a
competitive world. I know that John is aiming
at the highest standards, whilst Taunton
School’s expansion was confirmed recently 
by the building of a new Girls’ Boarding
House and the acquisition of a new division
for Taunton School International at 
Kingston St Mary. The latter was opened 
by none other than the Secretary of State 
for Education, Michael Gove.

Mr Gove is, at the moment, spearheading an
attempt to recharge educational standards in
this country with the emphasis on aspiration
and the raising of standards, aiming at rigour
and discipline in the curriculum. He is to be
applauded but the obstacles in his way are
huge, including opposition from sections of
the teaching profession. Indeed, some schools
have given up teaching Byron, Keats, Dickens
etc., arguing that their pupils do not
understand the language. Where is the
ambition in that?

But all the aims of Michael Gove are a given
at Taunton School. In the end it comes down
to the quality of teaching and the aspiration
and commitment of parents. Taunton School
attracts the best qualified and enthusiastic
teachers, prepared to give extra time to
activities, the arts and sports. However, I
would pose a few questions. Does society
values teachers? Do the best brains choose to
teach? The verb ‘to educe’ means to bring out
and develop latent talent: surely teaching is
the most important job in society?

Meanwhile, it is up to us as parents who
value the solid foundation given to our
students, to support and encourage and make
the most of the legacy of the Old Tauntonian
Association. I will visit as many regional OT
Clubs as I can, where you can tell me how we
may improve and grow. The main speaker for
the OTA Annual Dinner (8th February 2013)
in London will be Tim Willcox (Marshall
1981) – a great speaker and personality in the
BBC. This should be a splendid evening and 
I look forward to seeing you there!

Jill Lisk – President (Former Staff 1971-1999)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2012!
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Thomas Abell, Alice Achard, Camilla Aldrich, Tommy Allen, Lorenzo Arduino, Julien Avezou, Jan Becker, Maddy Beckett, Jordan Biney, Trevor Bitature, Daniel Booth, Sophie Bowden,
Jenny Brock, Hendrik Buechner, Joy Chen, Mary Chen, David Chesire, Ashley Cheung, Jonathan Childs, Lewis Chinery, Rob Clark, Benjamin Clarke, George Cook, Becky Court, David
Cowling, Polly Darvall, Roxie Davies, Callum Deakin, Philip Dehn, Jiaming Dong, Alexandra Du, Will Durongkapitaya, Robin Evans, James Evry, Gleb Filimonov, Alexander Firth, Tristan
Freeman, Aurelia Games-Thomas, Jake Gordon, Rosie Grieve, Yintao Gu, Rory Harrison, Edward Hatfield, Issie Hatfield, Hebe Henry, Chloe Hibbert, Holly Hickman, William Hill, Joshua
Hitchens, Michael Ho, Owen Hornsby, Anne Jacob, Michel Jaeger, Christopher James, Naomi James, Julia Janicki, Alice Jardine, Max Jeffs, Oliver Kelham, Josh Kelly, Roger Kim, Rebecca
Kinnear, Emily Kinver, Alastair Kirk, Max Kroppen, Oliver Large, Ashlie Leal, Chopin Lertvorapreecha, Terri Leung, Hannah Lewis, Alice MacKeith, Pablo Mangueira, Bashar Masrouji,
Omar Masrujah, Aaron McGough, Alexander McGough, Georgia Messervy, Charlie Miles, Anna Minasyan, Caroline Musto, Alice Newlyn, Samuel Newton, Ben Ninnoennon, Oki Nwakohu,
Rowan O‘Brien, Tom Odgers, Joe O‘Neill, Chijim Onyemenam, Finian Orme, Tommy Osmond, Sophie Palmer, Alexander Parmar, Douglas Penny, Frankie Petts, Charlotte Pickard, James
Pilcher, Lauren Plant, Mihhail Podretsnev, Mark Rao, Jennifer Richardson, Victor Robertz, Daniel Rogers, Jason Rogers, Elliott Scott, Zainab Shuaibu, Nat Siraviwat, Jennifer Sparks, Harry
Speedy, Harry Stunell, Lucy Taylor, Melissa Taylor, Sarah Theobald, Harry Thorne, Anfisa Tukhvatullina, Kristin Udoh, Bunny Upton, Florencia Uthoff, Nicolas Van Peteghem, Balint Veer,
Anna Vitsentzatou, Nikola Vracar, Alexander Walford, Louise Walker, Molly Wang, Elaine Wei, Rosie Wharton, George Wheatley, Hugh Wilman, Matthew Wood, Wilson Wu, Sky Xing,
Hester Xu, Norwood Yoon, Temilola Young, Mike Yu, Christopher Yuan, Ming Liang Zhang
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We thank all our contributors 
for having made this another
bumper issue! Please keep your
items rolling in – they are 
most welcome!

Pamela Tilney-Ellis
(Weirfield School 1952)
tilney.ellis@btinternet.com 

On leaving
Weirfield School
Pam went to the
Maria Grey
Teacher Training
College following
which she taught
for 5 years. 
She was sent to
Zambia as a

lecturer at the Malcolm Moffat
Teacher Training College and, on
returning to the UK, she taught in
primary education. Two years ago,
Pam moved to Sandford, Devon,
following the death of her
husband. Pam said: “I continue to
serve as a Reader in the Anglican
Church, based in Crediton, and have
my interest in the garden, though 
on a smaller scale. I don’t travel far,
but any OWs who come this 
way will find the kettle always 
near the Aga!” 

Peter Baker
(Wills West 1959)
bakerP40@aol.com

Peter captained the Hertfordshire
U120 county chess team which 
has won through to the National
U120 Finals 2011/12 against Essex
U120 which was played at 
Leicester on July 7. Herts became
the Southern Counties 2011/12
U120 Champions with victories
over Kent, Surrey and Essex and
both Essex and Herts moved to the
National Finals rounds organised
by the English Chess Federation. 
In the ¼ finals Herts had a default
win v Yorkshire U120 and in the
semi-finals beat Lancashire 7½ to
4½ over 12 boards on June 9. 
Essex beat Staffordshire in the 
¼ finals and Warwickshire in the
semi finals.  So 2 teams both in the
Southern Counties Chess Union
contest the U120 final on July 7.
Peter said: “Some years ago 
I provided new boards, pieces, and
clocks for the School Chess Club and 
I have committed to continue that
support for the foreseeable future. 
All OTs interested in chess will be
pleased to hear that the School Chess
Club is quite active and growing 
in popularity.”

Martin Raw
(Foxcombe 1968)
martin@martinraw.com

Martin has recently received an
award from the American Cancer
Society for ‘Outstanding Individual
Leadership’ in the tobacco-control
field. The award ceremony 
was at the 15th World Conference
on Tobacco and Health in
Singapore, where Martin also met
Michael Bloomberg, Mayor of 
New York City, whose
philanthropic organisation funds
his work. After Taunton School,
Martin went on to Lincoln College
Oxford to read Clinical Psychology.
He gained a PhD at London
University in 1985 and he holds
Honorary Chairs at both
Nottingham and Sao Paulo
Universities. His father W. Murray,
his brothers Peter and Philip, 
his nephew N. Murray and his
niece Lucy are also OTs.

Charles Nuttall OBE
(Foxcombe 1970)

Charles was
Guest Speaker 
at the 2012 Prize
Giving and
Commemoration
Day. He is
Regional Head 
for sun-Saharan
Africa in the
British Council,

the UK’s international organization
for educational opportunities 
and cultural relations. He has 
been Director of the British Council
in Bangladesh and Colombia, 
and has held a variety of rôles 
with the organization in central
and southern Africa. 
From September 2012 he will 
be Director of the British Council 
in Sudan, with responsibility 
for South Sudan and Ethiopia. 
For a short period in late 2011,
Charles was seconded to the 
FCO as Cultural Counsellor 
in the British Embassy in 
Tehran where he was one of 
the 7 UK Diplomats taken 
captive when the Embassy was
seized on 29th November; 
after being released some 
hour later all 7, together with 
the other 14 British staff in the
Embassy, were evacuated the
following day. 

Dr Stephen Clackson 
(Evans 1980)
stephen@clackson.com 

On the 3rd 
May 2012, Stephen
was elected to 
Orkney Islands
Council as an
independent; the
other 20 elected
councillors are
also independents,
Orkney being a

very independently-minded place!
Stephen represents Orkney’s
‘North Isles’ ward, which includes
the island of Sanday, where he lives
in an old Free Kirk manse with his
wife, Ute, four children (although
his elder daughter boards at
Gordonstoun during term time),
poultry, bees and ferrets. 

Giles Adams
(Marshall 1983)
gilesadams@btinternet.com

Giles is Managing
Editor of What’s
On Somerset
magazine which 
is co-owned 
by Character
Graphics who
print the 
OT Review. 
Giles also donates

time as an advisory board member
of Business Initiative for Schools
which stimulates entrepreneurship
amongst students through a series
of Dragon’s Den style presentations
and ongoing mentoring. He assists
Somerset Art Weeks in their search
for corporate sponsors. Last year he
released a song about Somerset
entitled Land of the Summer People
and is currently looking for a
librettist to develop this further
into a musical. His observations on
church organ playing can be
followed on Twitter:
@GrumpyOrganist 

Giles Goodland 
(Marshall 1983)
giles.goodland@oup.com

On leaving school
in 1983, Giles
studied at the
Universities of
Wales, California
and Oxford,
gaining a D.Phil in
English Literature
in 1992. One of the
subjects of his

thesis on ‘Modernism in World War
Two’ was the poet ‘H.D’. Giles
became very interested in her life
and wrote a play about her that
was performed at the Burton
Taylor Theatre in Oxford in 1993.
He became very interested once
more in writing poetry, and won an
Eric Gregory Fellowship  in 1994
which gave him sufficient money
to travel and delay committing to
academic teaching. His first book, a
long poem about the South West
Coast, came out from Oversteps
Press in 1995. This was followed by

several pamphlets and then, in
2001, the book A Spy in the House of
Years. It was a sequence of 100
sonnets, one for each year of the
twentieth century. Each line of each
poem was from a different text
written in that particular year –
in other words the book was an
assemblage of 1,400 ‘found’
twentieth century texts. 
He followed this with the book
Capital, a similar found-text based
book, in 2005. By this time he had
found that large collage-based
projects were taking me too much
time, especially since he now had a
young family, and part-time work
for the Oxford English Dictionary
had expanded into a full time and
permanent editorial position. 
His next book, What the Things
Sang, 2009, took a looser and more
exploratory approach to the way
that poems construct meaning out
of things. 

Giles said: “As I write this, a further
book, The Dumb Messengers, a
collection of shorter lyrical poems, is in
the press. In addition I have begun
writing some academic papers on
language and literature, especially in
relation to dictionaries. I am also
assembling an anthology of modernist
poetry of the 1940s.”

Editor: - Giles visited Taunton in
May to give a  reading of his poetry
at The Brewhouse Theatre. It was a
most successful evening, and
prompted us to ask him for the
Update above.

Becky Lowe (née Hansell) 
(Bevan 1991) 
swanmedia@ntlworld.com

On leaving 
Taunton School,
Becky read
Theology at
Oxford University. 
She is a self-
employed,
freelance features
writer and editor,

fitting this around a busy schedule
as mum to a very active three-year-
old! She writes on a range of topics,
both business-related and personal.
She has been putting her interest in
Theology to good use recently,
contributing a series of studies on
the topic of Forgiveness to CWR’s
popular Inspiring Women Every Day
series. The booklet in which her
studies appear will be available in
September 2012, from Christian
bookshops or at www.cwr.org.uk/
Becky says: “I am currently working
on further studies, this time on the
subject of Names for God, to appear in
Inspiring Women Every Day in
September 2014. In between this, I am
also working on a number of projects,
including editing Hedyn Magazine for
South Wales Area Quaker Meeting. 
I would love to hear from any former
pupils who remember me, particularly
if they are likely to be in the South
Wales area, or are planning to attend
an OT reunion event.” 

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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Michael Bailey 
(Fairwater 1995)
michaeldgbailey@gmail.com

Michael works for
SUERF – the
European Money
and Finance
Forum in Vienna,
housed at the
Oesterreichische
Nationalbank, a
European
network-based
association which

organises conferences on financial,
monetary and regulatory issues
throughout Europe, aimed
specifically at bringing academics
(typically economists from
University departments, think
tanks and research institutes),
central bankers (most national
central banks in Europe, the Bank
for International Settlements and
the European Central Bank) and
financial market practitioners 
(from banks, insurance companies,
consultancy firms, regulatory 
and supervisory associations). 
Michael said: “As a French
association with a secretariat in
Austria, it provides me with ample
opportunities for using my 
languages although, just to keep me on
my toes, I also work as a translator in
the medical communications 
and fire detection and alarm 
systems sectors.”

Jenni Wyatt 
(Weirfield 2005) 
jenniwyatt@hotmail.com

In September 2012, Jenni is 
setting off on a ‘Round The Clock’
Sailing Challenge to the Channel
Islands in aid of the Children’s
Liver Disease Foundation(CLDF).
Jenni was diagnosed with auto
immune liver disease aged 
13 which is now controlled with
medication and regular check ups.
CLDF provides tailored support for
children with liver disease and
their families and also funds vital
research into the causes and
treatments of liver disease. Jenni
hopes to become a role model for
children diagnosed with liver
disease and to show that being
diagnosed with liver disease is not
the end of the world!
http://www.justgiving.com/
Jenni-wyatt86

Alice Fitton  
(Bevan 2006)
alice_fitton@hotmail.com

Alice recently
climbed
Kilimanjaro
with a
university
friend raising
money for
the Teenage
Cancer Trust.
The Teenage
Cancer Trust
focuses
specifically
on teenagers
and young

adults suffering from cancer. 
They aim to ensure that every
young person with cancer and their
families receive the best possible
care and professional support
throughout their cancer journey. 
So far, Alice has raised over £6800.
Alice said: “I’m more than willing 
to offer advice to OTs or students at 
TS who may be considering 
climbing Kilimanjaro and want 
further information about what 
it’s actually like!”
http://www.justgiving.com/
Alice-Fitton

Mark Waddoups
(Goodland 2008)
mwaddoups@gmail.com
Mark has recently set off from
Dover in a sea kayak to get to
Helsinki 1600 miles away in a
charity fundraiser for Alzheimer’s
Research UK. He will be following
the coast, starting in Dover,
crossing the English Channel to
France, up the European Coast,
along the side of the North Sea,
before taking the Kiel Canal
through Germany. Following the
coast of Denmark and Sweden, he
hopes to arrive in Finland in early
September. Mark is raising the
much needed money for research
into Alzheimer’s disease as a
tribute to his grandmother who
died last year after a long struggle
with the disease. Mark said: 
“I believe we could be the people to
complete the route. Every £20 we 
raise will pay for another hour of
pioneering research.”
https://www.justgiving.com/
teams/paddlingchallenge 

Joe Marsh 
(Goodland 2009)
joemarsh1990@me.com

After three
years out from
competitive
swimming,
Joe has
returned to
the sport with
more drive
than before.
Currently

studying ‘Sports Science and
Materials Technology’ at the
University of Birmingham he will
be men’s captain of the swimming
team for the coming year.

In the BUCS (British University
College of Sport) championships in
2012 he achieved a bronze medal
(pictured) in the 50m butterfly and
appeared in 4 other individual
finals and four team finals over two
weekends of racing. 

The month of June saw Joe
compete in the ASA British
National Swimming
Championships, the Final
Qualification for the 2012 Olympic
Games in London. After only two
years back in the sport he achieved
7th in the 50m butterfly and 17th in
the 100m butterfly. The time
achieved for the 50m butterfly race
places him in the top 40 fastest 50m
butterfly swimmers of all time in
Great Britain. 

Joe said: "With these results 
behind me, two years until the
Commonwealth Games and  four years
until the 2016 Olympics in Rio, I will
be training hard for the coming years
to achieve my goals. One more
competition looms in the coming
month, the ASA British National
Youth Championships where I am
aiming to better my 100m butterfly
placing in the country and further 
my ambitions."

Izzy Jeffs 
(Bevan 2010)
jeffs@ta42uj.fsnet.co.uk

Izzy was one of the first to compete
in the new Olympic Stadium,
which officially opened on 
May 5th, for the Student games.
Izzy not only had the privilege to
compete in the stadium but she
also walked away finishing first for
Javelin Just after she left Taunton
School, Izzy competed in the
Commonwealth Games where she
also won the javelin and broke a
record as well. Izzy broke the
javelin record at the British
Universities and Colleges Sport
Outdoor Athletics Championships
to take the gold medal. 
Izzy, currently studying at
Loughborough, threw 53.93m to
break a record held by GB star
Goldie Sayers, and secured her
place in the final. The following
day, she threw 53.26 to take the title
and receive her medal from former
GB Olympian Tessa Sanderson. 

Old Tauntonian Review

THE ARCHIVE
PROJECT
MOVES
CLOSER TO
LAUNCH
Great strides have been made
since the last Archive update
and we hope to go ‘live’ soon.
Users of the online archive 
will be able to ‘drill down’
from main menu:

for example to The Tauntonian...

or The Weirfieldian

The Tauntonian and 
The Weirfieldian magazines 
have been scanned for 
online viewing and the 
displays in the Winterstoke
Room are being revamped 
with a much improved 
sense of timeline. 
The online archive 
allows sight of the 
whole-school photographs, 
as well as house and team
photos together with the
facility for ‘tagging’ 
and purchasing. 

Phil Griffiths 
(Fairwater 1959)
philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 



I run a rebellious school.

In the 1840s, many independent
schools would not accept you if
you were not from one of the
established Christian
denominations. In response
Taunton School was started by a
group of free churchmen in
order to educate anyone who
came to their door. It was a
reaction to the conservative and
conformist nature of education.
We were formed initially
therefore as a Dissenting
Academic – one that dissents or
sits apart.

Relevance?

Most independent schools are
charities and they are obliged to
provide education in keeping
with their original principles.
Thus the rebellious nature of
the school’s foundation, 
its wish not to be sucked 
into the establishment, and not
to allow arid religious rigidity 
to dominate its proceedings, 
and its wish to be open to 
pupils of all kinds, 
continues today.

How so? Taunton School was
one of the first independent
schools in the country to
embrace coeducation – back in
the 1970s. Being supportive of
the ambitions and skills of girls
as well as boys is key to our
make-up and is an essential
value for the 21st century. 
Our girls are told that they 
will have a massive impact on
the way the world is run. 
School life prepares them 
for this.

The adoption of the
International Baccalaureate and
of a productive mix of overseas
pupils from different cultural
backgrounds ensures that we
train our pupils not just to study
hard and build up a decent CV,
but uniquely to develop a sense
of global-mindedness that
ensures that we are preparing
our pupils, very relevantly, for a
future anywhere in the world. 

They are equipped to cherish
their own identity, but also to
work with that of others for the
furtherance of human affairs,
whether they be commercial,
administrative, diplomatic (a
former pupil of Taunton School
is now the British Ambassador
to Washington – our top
diplomatic post), educational,
military or charitable.

So history is not bunk as far as
Taunton School or independent
schools in general are
concerned. The unpretentious
character of our pupils and the
sense of welcome extends to
how we run our co-curricular
activities. We have top teams, 
of course. Very successful ones.
But the B teams and C teams
are also key for us. We do
exceptional shows, such as the
ground breaking  Phantom of
the Opera, but the cast were all
from the school, and any pupil
was able to apply for a place in
the show when we auditioned
back in late 2011.

The influence of history is hard
to shake off. Back in the
summer of 2004, this
Headmaster read the historical
record of Taunton School. 
As a result, one is able to talk
eloquently about how it informs
the present. For one very
important reason. In the years
to come, this Headmaster knows
that one day he will be subject
to scrutiny when the next
version of the history of the
school is produced...

Dr John H. Newton 

HISTORY IS BUNK... 
IS THAT TRUE OF 
TAUNTON SCHOOL?

A GLIMPSE OF THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Headmaster John Newton George Hallas (Wills West L6)
has won a major academic
prize. He entered an essay,
‘Myth and memory in the
architectural monuments of 
global superpowers’ for the
highly prestigious 
Wilkinson Quincentenary
Prize essay competition, 
run by St. John’s College,
Cambridge, and was selected
as one of only two winners. 
The competition assessed
essays for ‘distinction,
measured by reference to

mastery of relevant detail, 
the fluency and structure 
of argument, the level of
analytical skills, the degree 
of originality shown and
evidence of personal 
initiative in research’.

George won £750 for his
efforts – with a similar sum
going to the school History
Department – and was
invited to a special prize-
giving lunch at the college 
on 9th July. He was also
afforded the opportunity to
spend a week at St John’s
during the summer working
on a project in the library.

Mark Chatterton (Head of
History) said: “This is a great
accolade for George who hopes to
read History at Cambridge when
he leaves school. It is also
thoroughly well-deserved: he is one
of the school’s hardest-working
students who has nurtured and
developed deep and genuine
academic interests over a number
of years.”

GEORGE SCOOPS TOP 
CAMBRIDGE PRIZE

Taunton School International
is delighted to announce that
the Greenway Road boarding
house will revert to its
historical title of Foxcombe
House as of September 2012.

With the opening of 
The Grange in Kingston 
St Mary as Taunton School
International Middle School,
TSI has outgrown its status

as a single house of 
Taunton School.

Therefore, from September,
TSI will consist of 2 houses;
Foxcombe for the older
International students (15-17)
with Graeme Morley as
Housemaster, and The Grange
for the younger International
Students (8-14) with Jo
Chaffey as Housemistress.

Foxcombe will be treated 
as a Taunton School senior
house for all house events,
competitions, etc., while 
The Grange will similarly fit
into the Taunton Preparatory
School house system (8-12)
and Taunton School Junior
house system (13-14).

We are very excited that
Taunton School’s continuing
success and expansion allows
us to bring back the
Foxcombe name.

FOXCOMBE HOUSE 
REOPENS...

George Hallas

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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The 1st XI cricket team have
just completed another
memorable season, losing
only one match and
recording several impressive
victories. They finished the
season at the beginning of
the holidays by playing in a
festival at Dulwich College.
Unfortunately rain prevented
any play against Eastbourne
on the final day but two fine
performances saw Dulwich
beaten by 4 wickets and
Ampleforth were defeated by
9 wickets.

Captain and opening
batsman, Thomas Abell
completed an unbelievable

season by scoring centuries in
both matches, scoring 101 
not out as the school chased
153 for victory in his final
innings for the school. 
He scored 1156 runs,
including 7 centuries at an
average of 193! He passed 
50 in every innings and was
happy to drop down the
order, to number eleven, 
in two of our matches, so he
only batted eleven times! 
He also bowled with good
pace and accuracy, 
taking 19 wickets in 
the season.

Simon Hogg, 1st XI Coach
said: “Some very fine players who
have played for the school,
including future Test and County
cricketers, have never scored 2000
runs for the 1st XI but Thomas
finished with a total of 3630 runs.
A truly remarkable achievement by
a very modest boy who has been an
absolute pleasure to watch. Many
knowledgeable spectators and
coaches have been mightily
impressed by his maturity and the
elegance and class of his stroke-
making. I am sure that everyone
associated with Taunton School
would like to wish Thomas the very
best for the future and we all hope
to see him scoring runs for
Somerset 1st XI soon.”

Simon Hogg

1st XI CRICKET

The swimming season
culminates in the oldest 
team competition in England,
the Meade King Cup. 
We continue to do very 
well in this competition
against King’s College,
Queen’s College and
Wellington School. This year

Supan Fernando won the
boys’ U14 50m backstroke in
a record time of 31.87. 
The boys’ team won the Boys’
Meade King Cup with Queen’s
College coming second and
the girls’ Meade King Cup
was won by Queen’s, with
Taunton coming second.

THE MEADE KING CUP

The Secretary of State for
Education, the Rt Hon Michael
Gove, visited Taunton School
recently to mark the completion
of an ambitious £2.3million
expansion project.

Taunton School is bucking 
the economic downturn and
attracting more students to 
its new international middle
school at The Grange, 
Kingston St Mary.
Mr Gove unveiled a plaque to
commemorate the end of
conversion work on the 
historic 19th Century 
listed building.

The Grange was built in 1862 
by Sir George Gilbert Scott as a
private residence for a Mr Steele
Perkins. It was once visited by
the then future Prime Minister

Sir Anthony Eden. It was later
converted to provide 26
apartments, offering sheltered
residential housing.

Following its acquisition and
transformation by Taunton
School early in 2012, 
The Grange will accommodate
up to 60 nine to fourteen-year-
olds. As well as providing a
significant boost to the local
economy, the scheme is 
creating 12 new jobs in the
Taunton area.

Mr Gove said The Grange 
was “a beautiful building 
combining remnants of the past 
and an appreciation of its tradition
with being truly fit for the 21st
Century. Taunton School has been
around for more than 100 years 
and gives a traditional education 
but also a fantastically modern 
one. I’m really pleased to be here 
to see what you have achieved not only
in the last six months 
but over generations.”

Welcoming Mr Gove, 
Chair of Governors 
Jane Barrie said Taunton 
School was always looking at
innovative ways to develop. 
“We hope you will see this as an 
ideal example.  We’re lucky to have
found a property not so far from
Taunton School and we are 
looking forward to being part 
of the local community and 
engaging with it.” 

A VISIT FROM THE 
EDUCATION SECRETARY: 
Rt Hon MICHAEL GOVE

The Grange, Kingston St Mary
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PHANTOM 
OF THE OPERA

Speculation for this summer’s
spectral spectacle had been running
high for months. Many feared the
production team had gone mad for
even considering resurrecting this
most ambitious of West End
musicals in Taunton School’s Arts
Centre. From the moment those
thunderous chords of the world-
famous overture resonated to the
lofty gallery, it was clear that
parents, teachers and friends of the
cast and crew were not sitting in on
a mere school performance; 
this was a professional production
to rival the best. 

The majesty of the Paris Opera
House was evoked by the grandeur
of the set, masterfully constructed
and engineered by the Bright
production team and Alastair Kirby.
No effort was spared to mirror the
aesthetics of Lloyd Webber’s original
production; the props list must have
been endless – from musical
monkeys to gravestones, rowing
boats to cobwebbed candelabra and
of course, the iconic chandelier, which plummeted down to
the audience’s breathless horror. Pyrotechnics and innovative
lighting designs, engineered by Luke Waller, added sparks to
this most electric of performances. The costumes were a
work of art in themselves. Praise must go to Jane Harris 
and her team who spent hours making tutus and locating 
all manner of vintage Parisian haute-couture. The make-up
team skilfully transformed adolescents into adults, as well 
as creating the prosthetics of the Phantom himself. 

Much of the magic arose from ‘the music of the night’. 
The orchestra, composed of professional players and 
school students, were too voluminous to fit in the 
orchestra pit, so took residence backstage via the power 
of a live-feed. Mark Cracknell’s musical direction and 
Tim Waller’s orchestral arrangements were sublime and
expertly handled by the sound team. 

Director Fiona Baker put together something truly incredible.
Her cast communicated storytelling at its best, as the
audience were drawn into the intense romantic plot of the
rising opera star, Christine, her suitor, Raoul, and the
Phantom himself. Henry Payne gave a commanding
performance of the eponymous lead, bringing many to tears
during his haunting rendition of ‘The Music of the Night’.
Hannah Deasy stunned the audience with her operatic vocal
range and ability to encapsulate Christine’s torment, a role
which was handled with equal tenderness by her understudy,
Charlotte Penny. Max Kelly has now entered the league of
leading male roles with his mature rendition of Raoul,
inviting the audience to bask in his lilting performance of 
‘All I Ask of You’. Sophie Gamble supported Ms Deasy with her
beautiful vulnerability as Meg Giry, daughter to the steely-

eyed ballet mistress, wonderfully
embodied by Imogen Gray. Fiona Baker
finely tuned the rhythm of this tragedy
with some excellent comedic interludes,
handled by ensemble actors, James Mear,
Sam Newton and Ollie Lucas. 
Third Former Heidi Parsons tackled the
role of the Italian prima donna with great
aplomb; she will deservedly lead the way
in future school productions. The mark of
a musical’s success rests with the support
and attention of its chorus. Fiona Baker
should be extremely proud of the range
of students whose tight focus and co-
ordination in their expressive dancing
(choreographed by Natasha Huckle),
singing and acting, brought a presence to
the stage which complemented the 
talent of the leading characters. 
The camaraderie of the cast shone
through, a mark of total professionalism. 

This production supplied a spellbinding
sequence of unforgettable moments from
the lovers’ duets to the masquerade. 
The standing ovations were wholly
justified. Like the Phantom himself, 
this production will forever echo in the
gallery of the Arts Centre, as well as the
minds of the cast, crew and audience,
who are all wishing they were somehow
there again.

Alastair Harrison

A GLIMPSE OF THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR
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As the world around us
changes, so the Careers
Department at the school is
having to move with the times
as well. Although the majority of
Taunton students will follow the
traditional school-university-
graduate employment path, a
significant minority over the
coming years may look at
different options. From
September 2012, the Careers
Department will be developing a
number of programmes to
support students stepping into a
changing world. 

These include: 

� A further development of the
US Universities programme,
with regular visits from US
admissions staff and a 
‘mock admissions’ event 
held in September; 

� A series of Thursday
afternoon ‘Careers Teas’,
with visitors from various
professions speaking to
students about their working
life. For next term we have
visitors from the worlds of
business, finance, energy
production and medicine; 

� Preparation for those looking
to go straight into
employment as part of a
‘University of Life’ group,
with input from experts on

CVs, letters of application
and interview skills. 

� Developing links with
institutions offering
professionally focused
courses. Taunton School
students will be visiting 
well-regarded colleges
offering courses in
hospitality, catering, fashion
and interior design as we
support students who want 
to follow a different 
Higher Education route. 

� Working on building links
with universities in Europe,
with a particular focus on
Ireland (no fees at all) 
and Denmark. 

A number of
these initiatives 
are being run in
cooperation with
parents and 
OTs, and we 
are always
happy to hear

suggestions as to how we can
‘offer more’ or make use of
particular expertise. 

If any OTs are able to help, 
I’d be delighted to hear 
from you. 

David Hawkins:
Head of Careers
david.hawkins@tauntonschool.co.uk 

CHANGING CAREERS

On Wednesday 6th February
2013, the Taunton School
Chapel Choir has been
invited to sing Evensong 
in Exeter Cathedral. 

OT Ed Jenkins (Evans 1995), 
one of David Bridges’ former
Organ students and former
Organ Scholar at Exeter
Cathedral, will accompany

the Choir. OTs are more than
welcome to attend the Service
as well as the informal 
Buffet Reception in the
Chapter House afterwards 
for which there will be 
a small charge. 

Please reserve your place
through OTs Online
https://taunton.web-intouch.com

SCHOOL CHAPEL CHOIR
INVITED TO SING
CHORAL EVENSONG IN 
EXETER CATHEDRAL

Old Tauntonian Review
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TAUNTON SCHOOL CCF:
PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

ECHOES FROM THE PAST
Charles Holloway James 
(Fairwater 1906-09)  
Charles Holloway James RA, FRIBA, (1893-1953),
architect, specialised in designs for homes and
housing projects, but also completed important
public works. 

He assisted Sir Edwin Lutyens and then Barry Parker
and Raymond Unwin, consulting architects to the
First Garden City, Letchworth, which aroused his
interest in housing questions. Returning from the
war of 1914-18, where he lost a leg, James went into
partnership with Charles Murray Hennell in 1919,

full of enthusiasm for the ideals of a new social order. 

Both Hennell and James had worked at Letchworth, and much of their early work 
together was at Welwyn Garden City. They were also responsible for Swanpool Garden
Suburb, Lincoln; government subsidy houses in Thorpe Bay, Essex; and the layout and
design of housing schemes in other parts of the country. After Hennell‘s death much of
James‘s work was done at Hampstead Garden Suburb, including his own house and
several on a larger scale.

James won competitions for three public buildings. Of these the most important was the
City Hall, Norwich, on an elevated site between the ancient Guildhall and the Church of 
St. Peter Mancroft above the market place. A building on a grand scale, it combines
James‘s neo-Georgian architecture with a reference to the then fashionable Swedish
movement and the tower of Stockholm City Hall.

Norwich City Hall is the most important of the public buildings by James, but the most
characteristic is  Hertford County Hall. Here he was most in sympathy with the Georgian
architecture of the county. He also designed the municipal buildings at Slough, a library
for the National Book League, and made additions to All Souls College, Oxford.

Active despite his war injury, James was described as a tall man with soft, flexible, and
rather boyish features, giving the impression of great sensibility. He had a good deal of
quiet humour, affecting a robust attitude to life that contrasted with his appearance. 
He became A.R.I.B.A. in 1918 and F.R.I.B.A. in 1926, and served as R.I.B.A. vice president
1947-8. He was elected A.R.A. in 1937 and R.A. in 1946, and won the London Architecture
bronze medal in 1949.

SWIMMING MEDAL:
MYSTERY SOLVED

Jonathan Stocker (Foxcombe 1975)
recently purchased this swimming medal
from a Canadian coin and medal dealer
on eBay. 

The following information was 
recorded on the medal:
AR Parkes – 1939 – Swimming –
2 lengths – second. 

Using the new research capability 
built into the Archive project of the
August 1939 Tauntonian it was 
found that the medal had in fact been
won by Anthony Rome Parkes

(Fairwater 1939) the Captain of Swimming. Liaison with David Bridges in the 
OT Office confirms that Anthony Parkes, now in his 90s, is currently living in 
Florida, USA.

Edward Pearson
(Wills West 2010)
edward391@gmail.com
Edward has successfully completed
the initial phase of officer training
at Britannia Royal Naval College
(BRNC), Dartmouth, in his bid to
become a warfare officer in the
Royal Navy.

Midshipmen Edward has undergone
30 weeks of training which consisted
of numerous challenges with
significant emphasis on developing
leadership skills in addition to
academic work. The training
included 10 weeks at sea on board
the aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious,
which was operating in UK and
north European waters. This allowed
him to gain experience across all

specialisations and departments in an operational warship. The course culminated in the
passing-out-parade attended by the cadets‘ families and friends.

Edward is following in the footsteps of his father, Neil, who passed out of BRNC nearly 
30 years ago and has just retired as a Marine Engineering Officer. While at school,
Edward was a keen member of the Combined Cadet Force Naval Section, achieving the
rank of Head Cadet.

With the first phase of his training complete, Midshipman Pearson has returned to BRNC
to commence the Initial Warfare Officer‘s foundation course, the start of his professional
courses before an appointment at sea.  

L-R: Tony Makepeace-Warne, Chris Harding, Alan Johnson, Colin Bell, Ivor Fairney 
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THETFORD CADET CAMP – 1953

CCF INSPECTION PARADE – 2012
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GOLF NEWS:
NATIONAL GOLF
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2012

OLD TAUNTONIAN
ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Registered Charity – Subsidiary No. 1 of the OT TRUST – Reg No. 1060388

The OTASF was established in 1925 
for the purpose of providing one or 
more Scholarships or Bursaries at 
Taunton School for pupils who in the
opinion of the OTA, following consultation
with the Headmaster, are in need of
financial assistance to enable them to

continue their education. All things being equal, preference shall be given to the children
of former pupils of TS. Headmaster John Newton said: “Every year, the OTASF helps 
out one or more pupils who would otherwise not be able to stay at Taunton School. 
Many top performing students owe their educational opportunities to this Fund and long
may that last.” 

Further details about how to support the OTASF may be obtained by contacting 
Simon Smart (OTA Treasurer) at: simonseansmart@gmail.com

TRANSATLANTIC LINKS

Having recently won the ISGA Area Final, the School‘s golf team enjoyed the opportunity
of a lifetime: playing in the National Finals at Carnoustie in Scotland.

Carnoustie, venue of ‘The Open‘ as recently as 2007, proved to be a significant challenge
with leading player Philip Stickler (with a handicap of 5) commenting that it was by far 
the hardest course he had ever played! Nonetheless, Philip was within an inch of scoring a
4 on the notorious 18th – the hole where the last Open Champion, Padraig Harrington,
only managed a 6!

All three players in the team  – Jan Becker, Max Rode and Philip – came away from 
their trip to Scotland with bronze medals and some wonderful memories (in retrospect!) 
of a golf course which is considered by many to be amongst the hardest in world golf.

At the recent OTA Golf Society AGM it was agreed that all OT golf meetings would be free
for ex pupils (25 and under) in order to encourage regular attendance at golfing events
early in their careers. 

The annual OT v TS golf match took place on Sunday 10th June when the School retained
the Challenge Shield. The match averages were: TS 31 points and OT 27 points. Individual
prizes were awarded to George Hallas TS (41 points) and Richard Willacy (Wills West ‘81)
(35 points). In all, 17 played and if you wish to play next year, Olly Hyland (Fairwater ‘62)
would be delighted to hear from you on 020 8760 5027. David Morgan (School House ‘75)
has recently been appointed Captain of the OT over 50s Cyril Gray side which play in the
Public Schools‘ Golfing Society meeting at Worplesdon Golf Club every summer. OTs with a
handicap of 10+ should contact David on 01483 284540.

Simon Hogg is now in charge of School Golf following Hugh Todd‘s retirement at the end
of the Summer Term 2012.

Chris Rainford (Evans 2009) has recently returned from a year studying in the USA. 
Chris read Geography at Exeter University and, for his third year, he was offered the
opportunity to study at Iowa State University, USA, joining the Environmental Science
students. ISU is located in the heart of the Midwest, near the state capital of Des Moines. 
As well as studying, Chris worked in the Study Abroad Centre at the University, promoting
and encouraging the American students to study in the UK.

Chris met up with fellow OT Dr Amy Welch (Gloucester 1997) during his time at ISU. 
Dr Welch is Assistant Professor of Kinesiology. 

Chris will begin his final year at Exeter University in September 2012.

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 



AROUND THE CLUBS – AUGUST 2012

WESTERN LUNCH
THE WORLD’S END PUB, TAUNTON

MIDLAND 
CLUB DINNER
THE ARDEN HOTEL,
STRATFORD

ANNUAL DINNER
MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 

  



Old Tauntonian Review

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 

OT ANNUAL REUNION
JUNE 2012 – TAUNTON SCHOOL

THE BURKE DEBATE

Josh Hitchens, Lucy Taylor John Brown Jill Lisk, Michael Button
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PERSPECTIVES
Shortened version of the speech by OJ Wooding
(Evans 2002) at Reunion Weekend 2012
I’ve been asked to talk about my thoughts and recollections of
the School, ten years on. I’m pleased to report that on the whole,
things seem to be going OK for those who left in 2002. 
In my year, we have a number of doctors, lawyers, teachers,
journalists, scientists, military officers and the usual types of

professionals and employees that the School would be proud to hold out as successful
alumni. Many can directly point to the opportunities we had and the experience we gained
at School as an important, if not the major, influence behind the route our lives have
taken us. We are also husbands, wives, mothers, and fathers. One of my year is the Total
Wipeout Champion of Champions. Another will be on your screens and on the Internet as
part of the BBC’s Olympics coverage. A third has set up and runs a charity. And, sadly, one
of our year has died.

What I really want to talk about, in the brief time I have, is the idea of perspective 
and the School. 

Perhaps I can make three points. First, perspective at School. I thought I had it, but in
truth I did not, and I daresay ‘twas ever thus. My year had two strokes of particular
fortune. The first is that of the 110-odd who left in 2002, about half of us had been at the
school, and known each other, since the age of seven. Of the ten of us in my first year class
under Mrs Davidson in Taunton Junior Boys School in 1991, eight of us were still here
eleven years later. A large group of common classmates provides I would suggest a unique
and strong sense of continuity and security. Second, we came of age quite frankly in what
now seems to be an exceptional period of peace. I started at TJBS two years after the fall
of the Berlin Wall. One week into my Upper Sixth, indeed my year as Head Boy, came the
attacks of September 11th.

You can read all the newspapers you want, watch the news on TV, swot up, as I did, with
historical references for your Oxford interviews, but the truth is that no matter how much
you think you understand the world at 17, you don’t. All the A-grades you get and prizes
you might win don’t change that. Wiser friends than I realised it much sooner. 

The world we thought we were preparing ourselves for turned out to be different indeed. 
I doubt that those in my year who started their CCF career in the Fourth Year, even those
who intended  entering the military, seriously considered that they might end up being
deployed in Afghanistan, as has happened. Equally, a flood of graduates from within and
without the UK, combined with a moribund economy, suddenly made the escalator of good
grades at school, good university, and good job, start to malfunction.

Second, the gnawing moment of realisation. There is no moment of utter clarity where one
beings to understand the world and perspective is imbued upon you. What I think is that
there is a process of understanding and of realising who you really are and what you
really want. Expectations and personal and professional hopes that are held at 18 change
as you confront your life and the world as you find it.

And that process also provides you with perspective on your School days. What I value
most from my time at Taunton School are the intangibles: the ability to make friends; 
to question assumptions; to not question assumptions; the ability to distinguish between
the two, sometimes successfully. Every day I use skills first developed at School; empathy,
leadership, teamwork. Above all, I value that the support and security of the School
allowed you to make mistakes and to fail, and then gave you the confidence to learn and
try again. That, I have found, is not the case at every school. And given the number of
mistakes I’m still making, perhaps that’s the most important skill of all.

The wonder, of course, is that for 11 years I didn’t really appreciate that these were the
skills I was learning. Perhaps in some cases I didn’t even know until I needed the skills
years later. I can’t classify them as book skills, or sports skills, or art skills, or music skills.
All I know is that most of them were formed during my time here, taking part in the wide
variety of activities that formed part of School life.

My final point on perspective. With it comes acceptance of the consequences of change.  
It will always be the prerogative of the Old Tauntonian to point to the School today and
say that it was not like that in my time. Even for someone who left only ten years ago,
what the School offers today in both academic and extra-curricular spheres is mightily and
impressively different from what I remember. It is a real pleasure to see that the School
continues to serve its pupils and instil, I hope, the same values that I have set out. 
Long may that continue. 

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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AFRICAN MISSION IN THIS OLYMPIC YEAR
DID YOU KNOW THAT...

Mike Wheeler (Wills East 1953) is a former British athlete who
competed for Great Britain in the 1956 Summer Olympics held in
Melbourne, Australia. He won the Bronze Medal in the 4 x 440
yards (4 x 400 metre) relay with team mates Peter Higgins, 
John Salisbury and Derek Johnson. Mike was the English Public
Schools, 440 yards record holder in 1953, the joint English Native
record holder, 440 yards in 1955, and the AAA Champion in
1956. He had eleven international appearances from 1955-1956
and was the British over 30s, 440 yards, record holder in 1956.
He retired from athletics in 1966.

Christine Westlake (née Hill)  (Weirfield School 1973) nunningtoncow@hotmail.co.uk
recently spent a weekend in the Brecon Beacons with 12 crew members of HMS Torbay,
a Trafalgar class nuclear submarine. Christine has had Multiple Sclerosis (MS) for nearly 
15 years now, and was asked by the south west therapy centre in Exeter (where she goes
for Hyperbaric oxygen treatment) if she was up for being carried by the crew over a 
10 mile all-terrain challenge course in her wheelchair.

By co-incidence, the start point was Talybont on Usk – the same place as she started her
DofE Gold Expedition in 1975 when she walked 35 miles carrying a 35lb rucksack.
Christine said: “I was carried through deep floods, a disused railway tunnel, over fallen
tree trunks up the side of a waterfall and various forest paths. This is an annual challenge
and open to all MS therapy centres to raise money. So far I have raised about £700.” 
www.justgiving.com/Christine-Westlake

Christine has been selected to carry the Paralympic Torch in the torch relay from 
Stoke Mandeville to the Arena on 28th/29th August. She was selected for the voluntary
work and fundraising that she does / has done: 36 years as a leader with various
Girlguide units, 14 years with Braunton group Sea Scouts, 17 years as helper/organiser of
a local lunch for the elderly/disabled. Christine said: “I am involved with the local access
group and with Devon living options. In the past I have also done sponsored solo swims for
Cancer Research UK and abseiled the local church tower for MS. This goes to prove that
there is still life with MS!”

Darrell Vickery (Marshall 1988) darrell-vw@totalise.co.uk
carried the Olympic Torch on 22nd May through Somerton,
having been nominated for coaching girls cricket at
Taunton CC & girls hockey at Taunton Vale HC. Darrell
helped out with the Prep School Olympic assembly & the
TSI website as it was Gareth & Helen Collier that
nominated him. Darrell said: “It was a great day 
and one I will never forget.”

Sue Macpherson  (née Scott)
Babbingly 1976

In January 2012 
Sue Macpherson ARPS 
had a photographic exhibition 
at the Royal Photographical
Society, Bath.

Sue writes: I was born in 
Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania
and grew up climbing avocado
trees, dodging snakes and
sucking on mango pips. 
Africa is in my blood; the red

murram earth, the jacaranda trees and the strong contrasts of colours echoed in the
vibrant garments of ebullient people have always drawn me back. Three years ago an
opportunity arose that enabled me to fulfil my ambition to work as a volunteer in Africa
with a newly formed charity. 

The Henry van Straubenzee Memorial Fund is a charity committed to lifting Ugandan
children out of poverty through education. The charity was started by Claire and Alex van
Straubenzee whose son, Henry, was tragically killed in a car accident shortly before he was
due to go to Uganda to teach in a rural school. In loving memory of their son, Claire and
Alex have dedicated themselves to improving education in a large number of schools in
the Jinja area of Uganda. With buildings to commission and ribbons to cut, I travel each
year now with Claire and Alex to document all that they do.

The types of images required vary
hugely. I have to make sure all the
plaques on all the new buildings are
photographed so that donors have clear
evidence of how their contributions
have been put to good use. I also need
to show Claire and Alex at all the
commissioning ceremonies. These are
never dull events. It is a day when the
children dress up and perform, when
the parents visit the school in all their

finery and colourful traditional dress and the staff can proudly display to visiting
government officials the improvements that have been achieved. I need to photograph the
classrooms, water tanks, latrines and dormitories. It is no easy task photographing
numerous plaques and making latrines look exciting; however, I am usually accompanied
by four or five hundred ululating children who turn it into a joyous occasion. 

In the short space of one week we visit up to twenty-
six schools. We start at 6.30 in the morning with a
glass of passion-fruit juice and a plate of paw-paw at
our hotel on the shores of Lake Victoria. This peaceful
haven prepares us for the day. By 8 in the morning
we‘re at our first school. All through the day I am
photographing, trying to document the celebrations,
the festivities but also the moments of calm. Trying to
capture a look or a sense of the place and the
children who are so hopeful about their chance to
improve their lives and the lives of others in Uganda. 

The job is challenging and physically demanding. I cannot pick and choose the lighting or
the background. I have to work quickly whilst on the move and this is usually in
penetrating sunshine. Another unexpected part of the challenge is that the children love to
have their pictures taken. Finding ways to photograph them naturally and without them
leaping to attention demands a certain level of subterfuge. One of the major luxuries of
this job though, is being in a situation where I am allowed to photograph children for
hours on end with no one imposing any restrictions. When I return home I am able to
provide the charity with the photographs in a range of file sizes so that they can put them
to use on their website or have the larger files for printed materials. 
www.suemacpherson.co.uk      www.henryvanstraubenzeemf.org.uk

Christine Westlake with members of HMS Torbay

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 



Dr James Kendrick Pugh
MC, LRCP, LRCS, LRFP & MRCGP (Hon)
(Wills West 1928-35)
26 April 1916 – 6 June 2012

Ken (as he was known to all) attended George
Watson‘s Academy before attending Taunton
with his two brothers Ian (Wills West ‘28-‘35)
& Venn (Wills West ‘29-‘36).  He played for the
1st XV at the age of 15, a mark of how good a
hooker he was, but due to his being knocked
about too much by the bigger lads he was put
back to the Colts till he was 16, then to the 2nd
XV; at 17 the 1st XV again. All three brothers
played for the 1st XV at the same time  –
Ian full back, Venn scrum half and Ken hooker
and captain, earning his blue. 

He went to Surgeon‘s Halls, Edinburgh Royal
Medical School in 1935, his brothers following
in 1936. Qualifying in 1940 he went to Bath
General Hospital as an intern before joining his
father in general practice in Builth Wells, Powys. 

Called up in 1942 as a lieutenant in the R. A.
M. C. he served with the 5th Battalion Somerset
Light Infantry at Frinton-on-Sea, Essex and
Limervady in Northern Ireland. He sailed for
the Mediterranean in July 1943, eventually
joining the 1st Battalion the London Scottish in
October 1943 as their Medical Officer to the end
of the war.  His first battle was Teano, after
which he had to deal with the horrors he found
in the hospital there; then to Calabritto, where
his RAP was in a cave.  After the strenuous
battle for Monte Camino, where he contracted
jaundice, he sent himself to Hospital.
Recuperating, he took over some of the surgical
work in the Field Surgical Unit to give some of
the team a rest. 

Promoted Captain he was put in charge of the
Ambulance fleet for the Anzio landing,
eventually rejoining the Battalion on the 13th
February 1944. where his diary ends. 

Near Croce in the Battle for Palazzo Ridge on
the Adriatic Coast he was awarded the M.C. 
His citation reads – “This officer was a
Regimental Medical Officer of the London
Scottish during the action of the Palazzo
Feature 6th/9th September 1944. During all
this time the Regimental Aid Post was exposed
to heavy and continuous fire from enemy
mortars and heavy artillery and was frequently
under fire from enemy snipers. On 8th
September 1944 casualties were particularly
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heavy and at a time when many wounded were
being brought in, the Regimental Aid Post
received a direct hit. In spite of every additional
difficulty Captain Pugh continued to deal with
the very large numbers passing through his
post and moved fearlessly about his task, often
going out to assist his stretcher-bearers
regardless of the intensity of enemy fire. 
His untiring devotion to duty and his cool and
skilful treatment of the casualties undoubtedly
saved the lives of many of the more seriously
wounded all, of whom were successfully
evacuated. His skilful courage in the face of the
enemy was an inspiration and example to his
section and the wounded that passed through
his post.”

After the war he joined his father and brother
Ian in general practice in Builth Wells, Powys;
his brother Venn joined them soon after; Ian
emigrated to Australia in 1948. Ken and Venn
created one of the first joint medical practices in
Wales in 1950. Ken continued with GP work
and surgery, Venn became an anaesthetist. 

In 1959 they were directly involved in the
formation of the qualification Member of the
Royal College of General Practitioners and each
received the honorary degree of MRCGP.

Ken is survived by his first wife Isobel, sons
David (Wills East ‘51-‘59) & Gordon (Wills West
‘55-‘65) and three sons Andrew, Martin and
Nigel from his second marriage.

David K. Pugh

Edwin John Hilliar
(Fairwater 1934-41)
5 June 1925 – 27 April 2012

Ted, as he was
known, was good
at figures and 
he set up his 
own firm of
accountants at
Shepton Mallet,
selling the
business in the

late 1980s. His intimate knowledge of the local
district and its farmers made him invaluable to
the new owners. 

His great interests were rugby, cricket,
Freemasonry, St. Peter‘s Church at Evercreech
where he served as Sacristan, and being
Treasurer of nearly everything in and around
Shepton including the Royal British Legion and
The Conservatives. 

He was widely known as possibly the fastest
wing three-quarter in Somerset, until a nasty
trip resulted in multiple fractures in one leg
which effectively put an end to his rugby. His
ability for talking was on a par with his speed
on the rugby pitch and had there been a trophy
for the length of time taken to expound on any
subject, Ted would have been the winner. At his
funeral, Ted‘s ability to ‘talk the hind leg off a
donkey‘ was alluded to and reference made

that anyone travelling across Somerset who
noticed a donkey with three legs would know
that Ted had been that way. Perhaps fate, or
divine intervention, dictated that Ted‘s cortege on
the way to the cemetery was held up en route –
by a donkey on the road!

His Masonic career was impressive. Initiated in
1962 into the Lodge of Love and Honour at
Shepton Mallet he was WM in 1973 and was
made an Hon Member some years ago having
served as both Secretary and Treasurer over
many years. Z of Royal Cyrus Royal Arch Chapter
in 1981 he was father of the Chapter at the time
of his death. He loved the Taunton School Lodge,
was its Master in 1986, and was always ready
and willing to undertake any job. He never
failed to attend the meetings and rehearsals the
day before. In the Province he was given
Provincial Grand Rank of DepDC in 1979,
Registrar in 1992 and Junior Warden in 2000. 
In Royal Arch he held the rank of Past Registrar.
He was also a Mark Master Mason and Hon
Member of Mendip Lodge having been WM in
1976, served as Grand Steward in 1998 and
promoted to PGJD in 2004. He achieved 31
degree in Rose Croix at Yeovil Chapter; in
Knights Templar at Glastonbury he was EP in
2001 and thereafter served as Chaplain. He
completed 50 years in Freemasonry in March
and was presented with his Certificate and 
Badge by the PGM – a great achievement by a
great Mason. 

Ted was someone who knew how to play the
game, always played it well – to the very end.

Dr John Henry Lysaght Griffin
(Fairwater 1939-47)
3 July 1930 – 19 April 2012

John was great grandson of the legendary Henry
Griffin, Lord Bishop of Limerick. He was
remembered by a packed congregation that left
many standing outside in the sunshine; the alms
collection raised about £1,600. 

Culmstock, Devon, the scene of R D Blackmore‘s
romance of Perlycross, put on her best face to say
farewell to a well loved Culm Valley doctor and
gentle eccentric. His body was trundled by the
young men of the family from his home to the
church on the parish bier, the restoration of
which had been one of his many projects. 
(He was so annoyed not to be the first to use it!)
In the service the stories kept tumbling out to the

John Michael Gullick
(Fairwater 1927-35)
6 February 1916 – 8 April 2012

John Gullick was one of the last surviving
members of the British Colonial Service in
Malaya, an anthropologist, a lawyer and
businessman, and an eminent historian 
of Malaysia.

From Taunton School he won a scholarship to
Christ‘s College, Cambridge, where he took a first
in Classics. He joined the Colonial Service in
Uganda in 1939. Called up in 1940, he served
with the King‘s African Rifles in the Ethiopian
campaign, and then in military administration in
East Africa, Madagascar and the Middle East. He
was demobilised as a lieutenant-colonel and
mentioned in Dispatches.

In 1946 he joined the Malayan Civil Service. 
His skills as an administrator, his fairness and his
insight into the political and social complexities
of Malaya, became widely recognised. His clarity
of vision during Malaya‘s journey to
independence confirmed his credibility with the
British, Malay, Indian and Chinese communities,
and opened the door to friendships which were
to have a profound effect on his life.

A degree in anthropology, taken at the LSE while
on leave, led to the publication of his first book,
Indigenous Political Systems of Western Malaya.

In 1962 he qualified as a solicitor and resumed a
legal career, specialising in company law, and
eventually became senior partner in a City of
London law firm. He left in 1974 for a career
lecturing in company law and tax, and in 1987
published what became the standard text book
on company law. For some years he served as
deputy chairman of the governors of LSE.

Over 60 years he published a steady flow of
books and articles, the best-known being a series
of histories of Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. He
was recognised as one of the founding scholars
inthe field, and one of the most respected.

In 2001 he won the first Royal Asiatic Society
award for outstanding scholarship, and in 2008
investiture by the Sultan of Selangor with the
honour of Dato. He remained productive into his
nineties.

He died aged 96 in April, 2012, and is 
survived by his wife Pamela, and by a daughter
and a son.

(abbreviated from an obituary in 
The Times, 20th June, 2012)
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surprise of many – for example, the patient he
visited and found cutting the hedge, which he
didn‘t think she should be doing so he finished
it for her. Tales were told of his devotion to his
patients, his understanding of their problems, 
his friendship to so many of them. 

His sister-in-law Sheila read the lesson from
chapter 38 of Ecclesiasticus in the Apocrypha:
‘Honour a Physician.‘ His niece Claire Turner
(Babbingly 1978) gave a touching tribute of
family memories. Such as the time when on
flying to Ireland he set off the metal detector at
the airport with his sheath knife and was told it
would be confiscated. An instantaneous 
“But what about the All Ireland Whittling
Championships?” gave him a reprieve and he
got it back when they landed. As they drove
away from the airport he revealed to his brother
that on his last visit “they came within a whisker
of finding my pistol” (as a sheep farmer it had
been a necessary last resort). His constant battle
against rust and his determined painting of
metal and wood was pursued against all the
advice we could offer. He wanted ‘He fought
rust‘ on his tombstone. Handyman Bill wanted
to add ‘and lost!‘ The Reverend Tony Grosse
added his own personal memories because he
had been admonished by Doctor John at many
funeral services: “now don‘t forget to speak 
at mine!”

His father had been the Hemyock village doctor
before him, before becoming a Consultant
Anaesthetist, and it was John‘s dearest wish to
return to the area. He spent the rest of his 
life there. 

After the service we trundled him round to the
village cemetery where his passion for riding
was commemorated with the presence of a
beagle hound, and the whipper-in blew 
‘gone to ground‘. The refreshments after in the
village hall were lavish, as he specified. There
we found many more stories of care and
devotion beyond necessity. A girl told of her
teenage doubts about her studies and how she
didn‘t think she wanted that particular career.
John talked to her, gave her confidence and
encouraged her. Her success, her happy
marriage, her children and her whole life
changed from that moment, and she puts it all
down to Doctor John. 

He leaves his loving wife Brenda and 
three amazing and devoted daughters, 
Kerry McShane, Lindsay Blaxland (Besley1982),
Stephanie Tomes, and four granddaughters.

Michael W L Griffin 
(Fairwater 1951)

John Stuart Graham Morris
(Wills East 1939-48)
2 August 1931 – 15 April 2012

Graham seemed
unique in today‘s
world, perhaps one
of the last survivors
of an age when
faultless character,
impeccable manners
and the highest
moral values really

mattered. His 100% reliability extended to
never being late for an appointment or
engagement. There were many aspects to his
life, so much that he achieved in the
community, so many talents he put to good use,
so many ways he helped and supported local
and national groups and good causes; all done
in a quiet, humble and enviably dignified way.
He was a cultured man, appreciating the Fine
Arts, great paintings and classical architecture.

For Graham, his days at Taunton School were
the happiest days of his life. He often said he
would have been content to stay at Taunton
School for ever! It was at TS that two of his
greatest loves, music and drama, were
nurtured. His skill on the violin developed to
the point when in 1947, the year it was
founded, he became one of the original
members of the National Youth Orchestra of
Great Britain. For Graham, this was a
memorable 12 months during which the
fledgling orchestra was invited to open the 
Bath Festival, broadcast on BBC Radio
Children‘s Hour, made several recordings and
played in the Royal Philharmonic Hall in
Liverpool. Graham‘s taste in music was very
broad – ranging from Mozart to McFly!

Taunton School provided him with his first
platform for his acting skills. His last
appearance in 1948 was the leading rôle in
Terence Rattigan‘s play The Winslow Boy. 

On leaving School, he joined Littlehampton
Amateur Dramatic Society, eventually directing
no fewer than 19 plays for them. He was a
Committee Member of the Arundel Festival Film
Society and the Littlehampton Local History
Society and was a prominent supporter and Life
Member of the Arundel Museum Society.

It was late in the day when he acquired his own
TV, having been content for many years to watch
other peoples‘! His career was spent in Estate
Agency and Property Management.

The most important strands of his life, however,
were his faith and his church. A devout
Christian, he was a sidesman at his church for
many years. Because he had no family of his
own he considered the congregation of his
church his family. He bore his long and difficult
illness with great fortitude and cheerfulness,
fully comforted by his deep and unwavering
religious belief.

Brian Shewry
photo Chris Goodman

Margaret Jean Spurway
née Newcombe
(Weirfield School 1942-48)
18 June 1931 – 13 April 2012

Born in Taunton, Margaret was her parents‘
only child. Her father was a butcher in
Staplegrove and he died when Margaret was
still very young. Her mother married again – to
a cousin of her first husband – Joe Newcombe.
Joe was not only Margaret‘s stepfather, but also
a relation, and Margaret always thought of him
as her father. When Margaret‘s mother died,
Joe married again. So now Margaret had two
step-parents. 

It was during her time at Weirfield that she
became Somerset county breast-stroke
champion, about which she was always 
very proud. Margaret kept up the 
‘Weirfield‘ connection all her life, through 
the Old Weirfieldian Association in which 
she was very active. She was also Chairman 
of the Old Tauntonian Association 
Western Club. 

It was in her mid twenties that 
Margaret married Bob Spurway, who was 
Chief Engineer at Fox‘s and they enjoyed 

over 50 years of married life together. 
In their early years of married life, Bob and
Margaret enjoyed getting around on his
motorbike. As a butcher‘s daughter, 
she knew her cuts of meat and was good at
getting good food and proper value for money. 
Margaret was a skilled seamstress, and taught
sewing for many years in Wellington and at
Brompton Ralph. When first Edward and then
William were born, Margaret threw her energy
into bringing them up. She was very proud of
them both, and of their families. Family was
very important to Margaret.

Sadly, the last couple of years brought difficult
times. Bob, with little hearing or sight, became
very dependent on her and it could be difficult
for her to leave him for more than a few
minutes. This created a lot of pressure for her.
Then there was a most unfortunate dispute with
neighbours over land and this became very
bitter. When a group from the local council
turned up outside the property on a fact-finding
mission, Margaret, already under very
considerable strain, charged out to defend the
homestead – only to collapse with a near fatal
cerebral haemorrhage. In that dreadful event
she lost her health, her husband and her home.
She was rushed first to Musgrove, then to
Frenchay and almost despaired of. But she 
was a fighter, and not yet ready to take her
leave of this life. Eventually, Margaret‘s 
health worsened and the next move was to 
‘The Firs‘ at Staplegrove. It was there that 
she died.

Margaret was a strong character – even
formidable – but always with a twinkle in her
eye – and always there for other people. 
For many years she worshipped at St John‘s
Wellington and latterly All Saints, Rockwell
Green where she was a much loved member of
the congregation. Her strong Christian faith was
an important part of her life. 

Keith Alan George Taylor
(Somerset 1940-51)
26 March 1933 – 1 April 2012

Keith was a
long-term
supporter of the
Old Tauntonian
Association right
from his
younger days,
playing for the
fledgling rugby
and cricket sides

in 1950s London. At School he played for the 
1st XI Cricket and Rugby 3rds. He didn‘t 
‘shine’ scholastically although he did achieve
School Certificate at exemption from 
London Matriculation level. He always enjoyed
English, writing essays and compositions which
were to stand him in good stead in future life.

On leaving Taunton School he served two years
National Service in the Royal Navy, afterwards
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following his father into the family glove
manufacturing business. He was sent to
Worcester as a Management Trainee
at Dents, the top firm in the glove
manufacturing business. It was here he
discovered his lifelong love of Rugby. 
Keith told them he was a Fancy Dan centre or
wing instead of the second row footslogger he
was always assigned to be at School. 
He managed to carry it off because of some
good players around him, and it gave 
him 10 years or so of moderate level 
playing which eventually led to 
greater things.

Later, moving to London, Keith was offered
some part-time evening work for extra cash as
an agency night manager, delivering rush news
pictures to the national papers. He was 
hooked and jumped at the chance of joining the
agency full-time as a writer with the chance of
‘on the job‘ training for qualifications. 
He worked his way up to join the Daily Mirror,
repackaging their news stories and pictures 
for world-wide distribution. A chance meeting
with school friend Bryon Butler, led to him
becoming a freelance rugby writer with the 
top sports agency, moving on to cover soccer
and cricket as well. He married Joan 
in 1965.

Eventually, to get away from the drudgery 
of London commuting, he sought to move out
and was lucky enough to get almost back 
to his roots when appointed Sports Editor 
at the Exeter Express & Echo in 1977, 
a position he describes as having twice the
pressure of freelance for half the money, 
but ten times the job satisfaction and lifestyle.
Keith retired in 1995 and became a member 
of Exeter Rugby Club, supporting them 
in the 10-15 year plan to emerge from a
medium-level Club with a muddy stadium 
to a top-flight outfit, which they have 
now achieved.

(Written by Keith 
shortly before his death)

Many OTs will remember with
affection David Miller, on the teaching
staff 1974-92, who died on 21st
May. We mark his passing with a
reprint of the farewell to David which
appeared in The Tauntonian of 1992.

David Miller strutted into Taunton School in
1974. Would anyone believe that before settling
to 18 years of geography teaching at Taunton
he had been professor of Geography at
Montreal, Canada, an archaeologist on a dig
near Burton-on-Trent, a taxi-driver in Worcester
and pipefitter‘s mate in Manchester...?

On arriving at Taunton as assistant geography
master, he also helped run Winterstoke House
at TJBS before moving into Wills East as
assistant in 1978, a post he retained until 1989.
I first met David in a very small room at the top
of the old section of the Wills building in 1983.
His room contents betrayed the facets of his life.
On the back of his door was a collection of army
jackets and berets. Around the room was an
amazing display of silver cups awarded to
Taunton School pupils for various achievements
in water polo and swimming, meticulously
engraved and right up to date with all the
winners‘ names. On a desk as ordered and
perfect as the laws of physics lay files, notes,
work pending, work out and a typewriter with
well worn keys. He is a perfectionist, an
administrator extraordinaire possessing infinite
patience when it comes to producing a “bit of
paper jacking up the next army section activity
or swimming match.” His shelves boasted an
amazing collection of well-read books and

maps. The works of Ingmar Bergman, the
Ordnance Survey maps of Scotland, the
Mountaineering Handbook and so on.

David was a character possessing great depth.
Few readily took the time to discover the wealth
of experience and emotion that lay locked
within him, more often than not being put off
at first encounter by his laid back nature and
apparent distant and cantankerous personality.
David has another self. He is a gentle giant, a
passionate man with very firm ideals. 
At Taunton School he was fiercely loyal to the
Army section of the CCF and the pupils that he
was entrusted with. He believed in the CCF
primarily for what the “kids could get out of it.”
The more his cadets and NCOs put into it, the
more he would return tenfold. There are many
hundreds of young men and women today who
gained enormously from the training thrust
upon them by the rigorous precision
hyperplanning of David‘s CCF activities.

David must take credit for the excellent
climbing wall in the TS sports hall. During the
construction of the hall, he pushed hard for it to
be included, it being an ideal opportunity for
such a structure to be built. The wall is
recognised as one of the finest indoor climbing
facilities in the country and not a week passes
without groups of pupils making good use of it.

David has experienced sad days at Taunton
School but there have been times when I’ve
witnessed him at his best. Like David Wrench
before him, somewhat his archetype, 
David Miller loved the mountains. His massive
knowledge of the mountains of Great Britain
made him a pleasure to walk with. My fondest
memories were created during the Easter
holidays when he took groups of cadets to the
mountains of Wester Ross in North West
Scotland for the annual CCF adventure training.
This type of activity, which David organised for
fifteen years, allowed boys and girls to discover
themselves in a totally unique, once in a
lifetime experience. Unless one has actually

been to Scotland for adventure training, it is
difficult to appreciate the total aura that
encompasses this activity. the mountains of
Scotland are bewitching but mix this with David‘s
organisational skills, sense of purpose and
essentiality and one had the ingredients for an
experience normally only artificially generated in
books and films on mountain adventure.

David enjoyed driving, particularly decent or
classic cars. one of the most amazing sights was
seeing him enter or exit from his bright yellow
MG midget. The fact that he could get into it at
all defied the laws of mathematical close packing.
Driving cars wasn‘t the only time he was behind a
wheel though. there are countless canoe
expeditions to the Exe, Ten Tor training sessions
on Dartmoor, field days and the like where he
always played a key role minibussing the groups
around. He was a good driver, though I won‘t
mention the time he drove a 4 tonner into a
grade 4 river in Scotland when the bank
collapsed, or when the trailer disconnected from
the same vehicle and David Wrench was heard to
say, “Put your foot down, Miller, your trailer’s
trying to overtake you!”

There will be ways in which David will be sadly
missed at Taunton School. The swimming
achievements and water polo successes may not
persist. Geography lessons will start on time. 
The CCF classroom will become visible. 
The asking price for the common room copy of
The Times will collapse.

Anyone who visited David whilst he lived 
in Wills East had an open invitation to make a
cup of coffee in his absence. During one such visit,
I left a note on his immaculate table top along
with various other collections of sayings that read,
“veni, vidi, drinki coffi, watchi telli, vici.” 
By breaktime, I had a note in my 
pigeon hole, “nemo me impune lacessit”. 
This was so apt really. David never 
suffered fools gladly, he was an individual 
and very different to most. He will be missed 
by many.

As mentioned in the last Review, we had a good
response to the survey: 608 in total, including 100
Old Weirfieldians. Almost one third of respondents
were 65+ but there was a reasonable
representation across all agegroups. Several key
messages come across loud and clear:

� The core purpose of the OTA is to help
maintain and renew friendships, and to
support the School, through a range 
of activities. 

� The OTA is seen as a network which could add
more value to its members and the School,
but it needs to be easier to use. 

� Not everyone wants to participate, but more
would if the format of events were different

� Location and therefore the costs of events is
a major issue and this is of particular
concern to younger members, although
raised by all age groups. 

� Most people who have attended OTA events
have been positive about their experience;
there is a small group who want to maintain
the status quo and see no need to change
the formula. 

� More year group reunions would be popular
across the generations; over a third of
respondents fear they will not know anyone
at an event and people have indicated that
they would be willing to make an effort if
they knew some of their contemporaries
would be there.

� Some regular events should be less formal
and lower cost, but still have a purpose,
activities and structure. 

� Sport is the single most requested activity –
both participative and spectator sports. 
Sport appeals to all age groups and both
genders, and there is a strong response
from younger OTs.

� Old Weirfieldians feel under-represented.  

� The OTA should not try and compete with
Facebook and LinkedIn, although we should
use these technologies to communicate
where it makes sense. 

The Committee have asked me to work 
on a series of recommendations, and I will be
developing these with a group of OTs, 
as well as some current pupils and staff. 

We will be drawing on suggestions made 
by survey respondents and will also look at 
‘best practice’, i.e. what other successful 
alumni associations do. We aim to present 
these recommendations to your 
OT Committee with a view to implementing
changes in 2013.

We would love to hear from any OTs 
who did not have a chance to complete the 
survey, but have ideas about the way the OTA
should function. Please email David Bridges at:
otsecretary@tauntonschool.co.uk or post 
your input to him at Taunton School.

Finally, if you would like access online to the full
survey results, please email David Bridges at:
otsecretary@tauntonschool.co.uk who will
provide you with the link.

Jan Nuttall (Weirfield School & Babbingly 1975)

OTA MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 2011-12
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BIRTHS
AIKENHEAD to Philip School House ’90 and Emma William (Viljo) Frederick 21.05.12
AULD to Danielle (née Collins) Gloucester ’00 and Jonathan Tegan Jade 31.05.11
EVANSON to Jenny (née Thomas) Gloucester ’83 and John Jethro 31.05.11
GRIFFITHS to Nadine (née Herve) Foxcombe ’96 and James Mollie Louise 19.04.12
HAWKEN to Jess (née Downer) Besley ’95 and Archie Isabella Sophie  & Freddie Alexander 05.11.11
HAY to Alexander Marshall ’98 and Debbie Harriet Katherine 03.02.12
HELLIAR to Ashley Marshall ’07 and Lucy Tank Weirfield ’08 Hugo 01.03.12
KIM to Nina Gloucester ’01 and Alexandr Sofya 09.09.10
LINDEN to Katie (née Hardiman) Besley ’01 and Scott Marshall ’01 Jacob Charlie Duncan 30.06.12
LINDEN to Scott Marshall ’01 and Katie Besley ’01 Jacob Charlie Duncan 30.06.12
LIU to Annie Besley ’97 and Lawrence Emma 05.05.12
MOND to Rebecca (née A'Court) Foxcombe ’93 and Sam Mabel Clementine  15.07.11
PRENDERGAST to Jo (nee Richards) Foxcombe ’91 and Glenn Sam David  09.12.11
PRESCOTT to Stephen Goodland ’94 and Carly Enya Carly   03.05.12
RATHBONE to Sophie (née Lang) Bevan ’98 and Tom Emilia Grace   21.04.12
SALTER to Marc Wills East ’94 and Olivia Emilia Florence Mary 21.04.12
SKITTRALL to Jonathan Evans ’92 and Saskia Henry Maurice Edward 25.04.12
STEVENS to Tamsin (née Segar) Jenkin ’94 and Lee Rosie Eleanor  18.07.11
TANK to Lucy Weirfield ’08 and Ashley Helliar Marshall ’07 Hugo 01.03.12
WATSON to Clive Wills West ’91 and Penny Kit Alexander David 30.04.12

MARRIAGES
ALLEN Emma (née Saywell) Besley ’07        to Paul married 15.10.11       
FISHER Stuart Wills East ’93 to Phillippa married 19.05.12
FRITH Timothy Wills West ’01 to Jenny married 19.05.12
HABERKAMM Jan Wills East ’95 to Natalie married 11.08.12
HOUGHTON       Amy (née Broomhead)                Murray ’01          to Matthew             married 14.07.12
MATTHEWS Gemma (née Whiteley)               Bevan ’02  to Christopher         married 31.03.12
MOND Rebecca (née A'Court) Foxcombe ’93 to Sam married 08.04.11
OGINUMA Yumi (née Nishiwaki) Besley ’94 to Hideki married 22.10.10
TURNER Michael Somerset ’59 to Linda married 15.05.12

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
BRENTNALL Michael (Somerset ’54) and Guinevere 30 August 1962

DEATHS
BAILEY David John William Herbert Fairwater ’44-’50 died 22.07.12
BEEVER Godfrey John Wills West ’47-’56 died 09.05.12
DUMPLETON Thomas James ‘Jim’ School House ’56-’64 died 17.12.11
DUNHAM Susan MacGregor Weirfield School ’40-’51 died 06.01.10
FOX Graham John Foxcombe ’69-’76 died 12.04.12
GERRARD Duncan Robin Anderson died 12.04.12
GOODING Robert Arthur John Fairwater ’48-’51 died 13.05.12
GREGORY Anthony Hugh ‘Greg’ Fairwater ’50-’60 died 25.04.12
GRIFFIN Dr John Henry Lysaght Fairwater ’39-’47 died 19.04.12
GULLICK John Michael Fairwater ’27-’35 died 08.04.12
HILLIAR Edwin John ‘Ted’ Fairwater ’34-’41 died 27.04.12
JACKSON             Barry Fulford                      Senior Day Boys ’35-’40                 died 02.06.12
JONES Richard Anthony Somerset ’48-’56 died 30.03.12
LOFTUS John Francis Foxcombe ’87 died 11.05.12
MEIKLE Andrew William Grainger Goodland ’63-’73 died 21.03.12
MILLER Donald David Staff ’74-’92 died 21.05.12
MORRIS John Graham Stuart Wills East ’39-’48 died 15.04.12
PUGH MC James Kendrick Wills West ’28-’35 died 06.06.12
SPURWAY Margaret Jean (née Newcombe) Weirfield School ’42-’48 died 13.04.12
STEED Julian Foxcombe ’60-’67 died 26.03.12
STEWART             Alistair Hickman ‘Alec’                Somerset ’41-’46              died 11.07.12
TAYLOR Katrina Crawford (née Collard) Weirfield School ’37-’47 died 27.11.11
TAYLOR Keith Alan George Somerset ’40-’51 died 01.04.12
THACKER Barbara Mavis (née Cox) Weirfield School ’36-’45 died 16.05.12
WICKHAM Philip Jeremy Wills West ’41-’46 died 14.01.12
WILD CMG OBE John Vernon Fairwater ’27-’34 died 21.07.12

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
2012
SEPTEMBER
Friday 14 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 22 1847 Society Lunch 12.00 noon Taunton School
Sunday 30 Cornish Club Lunch 12.00 noon Newquay

OCTOBER
Saturday 13    Wills‘ Centenary

with Western Dinner 6.30pm Taunton School
Sunday 14 Chapel & Buffet Lunch 11.00am Taunton School

NOVEMBER
Thursday 8 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Saturday 17 Welsh Club Dinner 7.30pm Cardiff Golf Club
Thursday 29 London Club Dinner 7.30pm RAF Club Piccadilly

DECEMBER
Monday 10 Western Club 

Christmas Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School  

2013
JANUARY
Friday 11 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 6 Choral Evensong 

and Reception 5.30pm Exeter Cathedral
Thursday 7 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School
Friday 8 OTA Annual Dinner 6.30pm Clothworker‘s Hall, 

London

MARCH
Friday 8 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School

MAY
Friday 3 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Venue TBC
Saturday 4 Midland Club Dinner 7.30pm Venue TBC
Saturday 11 West Wales Club Dinner 7.30pm West Wales

JUNE
Friday 14-16 Annual Reunion Weekend Taunton School
Saturday 15 25 Year Reunion – Class of 1988 Taunton School



Speech given by 
Tom Diment 
(Fairwater 2011) 
at the OTA 
Annual Dinner 2012
Despite the best efforts of both the School and the
Association to highlight the vital role that the 
Old Tauntonians perform, it is often overlooked by
current students. There is, perhaps, a slightly
stereotypical view of the OTs amongst students: 
of nostalgic, arthritic, geriatrics who spent so long

dozing on benches watching the cricket on sunny, summer afternoons that eventually the
benches were dedicated to them.

The image is, of course, an unfair one and the Old Tauntonians are far more modern
than we gave them credit for but, aside from an opportunity to reminisce on the past and
catch up with old friends, what does the OTA provide today? Indeed with the development
of social networking websites such as Facebook it may seem that even the function of
reuniting old friends has been taken away from the Old Tauntonians. In reality, however,
while the OTA may not provide you with minute by minute updates or compromising
photographs,  even one event a year is a far more meaningful way of keeping in contact
than the internet can provide.

Aside from the risk of being superseded by social networking sites the other 
potential problem for the OTs is whether the single common denominator of having
attended Taunton School is enough of a unifying factor for such a diverse group of
people. After all, simply having one thing in common is no guarantee that you‘ll get
along – and yet OTs come back to events year after year. So it has to be assumed 
that they do get along. It seems that, despite being only one factor, Taunton School has
enough of an influence on students of any era that when they come together they find
they share a similar outlook on life. This outlook, and the school‘s ethos, is something
that can‘t be summed up in a few words, as evidenced by the school‘s constantly 
changing slogan. This ethos links the school back even to its earliest alumni 
such as General Gordon, the hero of Khartoum, now commemorated by a 
polystyrene bust in the history department. In Gordon elements of the school‘s 
modern ethos can be seen: the fiercely independent, anti-establishment streak 
apparent from Taunton‘s founding as a school for dissenters, and also the courage 
to stick with a decision. Such characteristics, I‘m sure, resonate with many 
Old Tauntonians and current students. That is not to say that we will all go and 
meet our deaths in foreign deserts but rather that, once a choice has been made, 
we face the consequences. 

Aside from being a more effective way of keeping in touch than Facebook 
and linking the School to its past the OTs also provide another vital function in the
modern day because of the special relationship between the Association and the School.
While the school encourages its students to go out and shape the world in the 21st
century so too are many OTs from the 20th century coming back to shape the school
today, as clearly evidenced by the Association‘s generous contributions towards the new
Keeling Pool and Woodyer House. Perhaps because they are the Old Tauntonians, 
the Association is perceived as being somewhat old fashioned and the concept of 
an Old Pupils‘ association is undeniably an old-fashioned one. In the same way, 
however, that Taunton School is making what many perceive to be the outdated
institution of the public school relevant to the modern world so too are the 
Old Tauntonians fashioning a vital role for themselves in the school‘s future. 
It may be the obvious thing to say, but as people we are inescapably shaped by 
our past and so it is only right that an institution like Taunton School should 
be shaped by its past in the shape of the Old Tauntonian Association. 
Whilst it may sound oxymoronic, going forwards looking backwards is 
incredibly important. 

OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION

Tim Thompson (Fairwater 2011) 
tim-thompson12@hotmail.com
The past year has seen Tim working in the
PE department as a Gap student at
Melbourne Grammar School, Australia. 
He is also a Resident Tutor in the junior
boarding house taking duty once a week
and occasional weekends. Not only
assisting in PE, Tim has been taking a lead
rôle teaching the students. He was also
given a tennis team to manage and during
the rugby season he coached the U14
backs, creating moves to suit their
standard. Tim said: “This experience 
at the school has been hugely beneficial to

me as I have learnt many teaching techniques which I can adapt to new sports – how to
manage large classes; dealing with different ability standards; and offering feedback to
help improve. It has made me more independent in organising my own lesson plans and
holidays. The school holidays have taken me swimming with Whale Sharks in Western
Australia and boat cruising in the Whitsunday Islands on the East Coast. Been a ripper 
of a year!“

GAP YEAR HIGHLIGHTS:
‘GAPPY’ AT GEELONG

Emily Townsend (Jenkin 2011) townsendemily@hotmail.co.uk 
Emily has been working as a ‘Gappy‘ at Geelong Grammar School. She’s gained invaluable
experience working in the school, learning different approaches of how to teach children,
look after them in a boarding environment and taking on her own sports teams to coach
and manage. During the school holidays she was able to travel the whole East Coast of
Australia, go to the Rugby World Cup 2011, Scuba Dive in the Great Barrier Reef, Bungee
Jump in Queenstown NZ, Sky Dive in Byron Bay, Climb the Sydney Bridge, drive parts of
the Great Ocean Road and so much more! Emily said: “I have loved my time down in
Geelong and being so close to Melbourne. Australia is an amazing country and I would
recommend to anyone a gap year to travel and experience  different areas of the world. 
I can hardly imagine myself being in England for much longer after University. 
The amount of people I have met, worked with and taught have all been sensational. It‘s
been a real insight to the teaching profession, how it can test you at times but be so
enjoyable the next!”

“G0ING FORWARDS
LOOKING BACKWARDS”

GAP YEAR HIGHLIGHTS:
P.E. IN MELBOURNE

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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GAP YEAR HIGHLIGHTS:
MERCY IN ACTION

OTA ANNUAL DINNER
FRIDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2013
THE CLOTHWORKERS’ HALL, LONDON

The OTA Annual Dinner 2013 will be held at
the Clothworkers’ Hall, London EC3R 7AH. 
The Livery Hall is a magnificent room
dominated by five stained glass 
windows and portraits of Honorary
Liverymen. Guests enter from a private
courtyard through the ceremonial gates 
and into the art-deco styled Entrance Hall,
with its Italian travertine marble pillars 
and trompe l’oeil paintings. 

We are delighted that BBC News24 presenter Tim Willcox
(Marshall ‘91) will be the main Speaker and, during 
the evening, guests will be entertained by musicians including 
Miranda Ashe (née Lisk) (Bevan ‘85).

It is hoped that the price will be between £50-£60 per person to
include a glass of House Wine and Canapés on arrival together with a 3 course menu with
coffee & petit fours. A cash bar will be available to purchase wine and other beverages
throughout the evening. The excellent caterers are Chester Boyd – www.chesterboyd.com 

The Clothworkers’ Hall is conveniently situated just off Fenchurch Street. Liverpool Street,
London Bridge and Fenchurch Street mainline stations are all within easy walking
distance, as is Bank Underground station. If there is enough interest, we may provide a
minibus/coach from Taunton School (£10 or £15 per head) which will return to Taunton
after the Dinner.

We have been blessed with generous sponsorship from OTs for the last 2 Annual Dinners
from Small Luxury Hotels of the World – www.slh.com   Paul Kerr (Wills West 1972)
and EFG Private Bank Ltd – www.efgl.com – Jonathan Stocker (Foxcombe 1975). 
David Bridges at: david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk would be 
delighted to speak to any OTs about sponsorship opportunities for this event. 

Guy Skinner (Evans 2011) & Richard Wakely (Evans 2011)
Guy and Richard recently returned from the Philippines having spent six weeks 
performing voluntary work for a Christian Charity called Mercy in Action. 

The Charity concentrates on six areas: street children day care, residential care, education,
keeping families together, transforming communities and night patrols. 

Whilst they were there it was the summer holidays and so they became team leaders at a
summer camp for all their residential, street and school-sponsored children. They also
participated in a single mothers group and visited the minors prison area, helping them
prepare for their court cases and helping them cope with the outside world when they 
are released. 

Guy said: “It is hard to believe the level of poverty that the children have to endure 
at such a young age. They have no support in the world apart from Mercy in Action.
Something that will stay with us forever is during night patrol, when we where 
distributing food, the first thing they would do is always offer us some of their food and
drink despite their desperate situation.” 

guyskinner@hotmail.co.uk

Richard said: “The Charity is always in need of funds and, from our visit there, 
I can easily see a direct impact any money donated would make. I know that Taunton
School supports worldwide charities I believe strongly that Mercy in Action would be an
excellent cause for the School to support. ”

r_wakely@hotmail.com

www.mercyinaction.org.uk

GRADUATION 
SUCCESSES...
Philly Bluemel (Besley ‘09) has been awarded a
Philosophy 1st from Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

Fran Girling (Bevan ‘09) has been awarded a Theology 1st from Regent‘s 
Park College, Oxford.

Katie Roberts (Weirfield ‘09) has been awarded a Biochemistry 1st from 
Exeter College, Oxford. 

Jenni Tilley (Weirfield ‘02) has been awarded a PhD from Trinity College, Oxford.

Jonty Hursthouse (Fairwater ‘00) has graduated with an MBA Distinction from Manchester
Business School.

HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS TO THEM ALL!

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 
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A TRIBUTE TO ‘CHARGER’ –
THE WONDERHORSE

Photograph the QR code 
above with a smartphone to 
connect to OTs Online.

THE TAUNTON 
SCHOOL ANTHEM

Sunday 14th October,11.00am
Howard Goodall CBE will be 
conducting the première 
of his composition 
‘The Taunton School Anthem’
which has been specially 
commissioned by
Alan Morgan (Fairwater 1949)
and his wife Mary, 
Jan Nuttall (Weirfield School 
& Babbingly 1975),
and Henry Keeling 
(School House 1974)

https://taunton.web-intouch.com 

Howard Goodall is an EMMY, BRIT and BAFTA award-
winning composer of choral music, stage musicals, film
and TV scores, and a distinguished broadcaster. 

In recent years he has been England’s first ever National
Ambassador for Singing, the Classical Brit Composer of the
Year and Classic FM’s Composer-in-Residence. He was
appointed Commander of the Order of the British Empire
(CBE) in the 2011 New Year Honours for services to music
education. Further details of Howard’s career and 
compositions can be found at: www.howardgoodall.co.uk 

A poem (recently discovered) by 
Donald Eben George Stephens (TS 1917-1926)

‘Charger’ was the name of the
big white horse which pulled 
the roller up and down the
cricket field.  He wore ‘big’ 
boots which fitted over his 
hooves to stop any damage to 
the pitch. 

(‘Ma Barnes’ was the lady in
charge of the Junior School. 
‘The Doctor’ was Dr Whittaker,
the Headmaster).

As poor old Charger lay dying, dying, and on
his deathbed he lay, he lay,

Ma Barnes and the Doctor came spying, spying,
to take his carcass away.

Wrap him up in a little brown paper, paper, 
and fry him all nicely said she, said she,

For the boys will not recognise Charger,
Charger, they’ll have sausage for breakfast 
and tea.

So next day in the Schoolroom the Doctor,
Doctor, announced what the menu would be,
would be:

We’d have sausage for breakfast and dinner and
sausage again for our tea.


