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miDShiPman eDWarD PearSon (Wills West 2010), 
and Sub Lieutenant Richard Burns hit the headlines
recently after pulling out of a major yacht race to take
part in a dramatic rescue at sea.

They were competing in the Round the Island race off the
Isle of Wight when they spotted an overturned catamaran

with its crew of eight, including four teenagers, struggling in the water.

Forfeiting their place in the race, the duo went to the rescue – taking six of
the crew of the luckless catamaran on board after they were hauled to safety
by the RNLI.

Now the pair have been praised for their actions by Karen Laurie, the owner
of the capsized yacht Aqua Sulis. She said: “The two young officer cadets acted
professionally and with great kindness to all of our crew, who they helped rescue,
feed and return to Gosport later that day. We will be eternally grateful to them and
their family for their help and support. Four of the crew were young boys of 14 and
16 years old, and having the support from the crew of Monocle has hopefully
minimised the trauma of the incident for our young lads. The officer cadets are a
credit to their profession.”

The Royal Navy pair were two hours into the 50-nautical-mile race sailing
the catamaran Monocle when they spotted the capsized catamaran. 
Having already completed his initial officer training, Edward is currently
undergoing his Initial Warfare Officers Foundation course at Britannia Royal
Naval College at Dartmouth. Edward said: “When I saw the yacht capsize, 
I knew that we were in the best place to assist. It was a natural thing to do.” �
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MASTERS OF DIPLOMACY
Dominic meiklejohn oBe 

(Evans 1996) has been appointed
British High Commissioner to 
the Solomon Islands. In a
remarkable coincidence, he is 

the successor in this post to 
Tim SmarT (Fairwater 1992).

Dominic took up his appointment
during May 2012. He joined the
FCO in 1990 and has served in
Poland, Albania, Iraq and the

USA, as well as various posts in
the FCO in London.

Last September he played an important role in the
successful visit to the Solomon Islands of the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge, marking The Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee.

Tim Smart, meanwhile, has been appointed 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Republic 
of Madagascar. 

The decision to re-open the embassy in Madagascar was
announced in May 2011 by the Foreign Secretary, who 
said that by strengthening Britain’s diplomatic network in
Madagascar and elsewhere, we will ensure that the UK has the 
necessary reach and capacity to respond quickly and effectively when
British companies need our assistance or British nationals are in danger. 

The Embassy became fully functional in March 2013. 

Tim joined the FCO in 1999 and apart from the Solomon Islands has
previously served in Israel, Iraq and Fiji. 

After this distinguished pas de deux, and the appointment we reported
last April of Sir PeTer WeSTmacoTT (Foxcombe 1968) as
Ambassador to the United States, we await with interest further 
news of the OT contribution to global diplomacy. �

Turn to the centre 
pages to see who the 
mystery musician is...



We thank all our contributors 
for having made this another
bumper issue! Please keep your
items rolling in – they are 
most welcome!

Dr nick read 
(Somerset 1956-63) 
nickwread@btinternet.com

Nick has retired
from full time

clinical
practice and
is currently
running a
medical

charity to
inform, advise

and support patients with 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome
(www.theibsnetwork.org). 
The website incorporates 
the unique IBS self- 
management programme
(www.ibsselfcareplan.co.uk)
currently available to its members. 
Nick said: “The mission of the charity
is to work with the health professions
to facilitate self-care of this troubling
and debilitating condition in the
community. All donations or support
would be gratefully received.”
www.nickread.co.uk �

nick lyon
(Fairwater 1997)
Nick is Producer of the
forthcoming 5-part natural history
BBC2 Monsoon Series, a BBC 
blue-chip natural history series
about South and South East Asia.
He has just finished 3 years
working in North America. �

Diane Stanton mVo 
(Weirfield School 1965)
daveanddiane@smartemail.co.uk

On leaving
Weirfield,

Diane
undertook a
Secretarial
course at 

the former
Taunton

Technical College.
From there she worked for 
Fred H Wrigley Ltd and then 
West Somerset Insurance Brokers.
In 1970 she joined Somerset College
of Art (later to become Somerset
College of Arts and Technology) 
as Secretary to the Vice Principal
and then the Principal. She was
appointed Secretary to the 
Chief Executive and Leader of
Somerset County Council and 
also to the Lord-Lieutenant in 
1984.  Diane said: “I worked for 
3 Chief Executives, 4 Leaders of 
Council and 3 Lord-Lieutenants. 
In 1998, following the death of the 
then Lord-Lieutenant, Sir John Wills, 
I worked solely for the new Lord-
Lieutenant, Lady Gass, programming
royal visits to the County as well 
as serving the Deputy Lieutenants 
of the County and other related 
duties. I retired last year after 
41 years with Somerset 
County Council.”

David Pring 
(Goodland 1969)
pring@guernsey.net 
Getting to see a specialist in the
Channel Islands can be tricky:
outpatients at the Princess
Elizabeth Hospital on Guernsey
live within a 120-mile radius on six
different islands. Luckily, one
might come to you. For more than
20 years, David Pring has been
both a qualified surgeon and a
fully licensed pilot, flying himself
to house calls. David featured in
the recent ITV series Island Hospital,
centered on the hospital, its staff
and patients. �

Paddy chatterton 
(Wills East 1997)
paddygc@hotmail.com 

Paddy is Head 
of Development

at Iniva
(Institute of
International
Visual Arts), 

a leading UK
contemporary

visual arts
organisation which creates
exhibitions, publications,
multimedia, education and
research projects. Paddy is
responsible for fundraising and
development; approaching and
liaising with funders, donors,
sponsors and partners. Iniva,
funded by Arts Council England
and governed by a Board of
Trustees, was established in 1994 to
address an imbalance in the
representation of culturally diverse
artists, curators and writers. 
Paddy said: “Iniva engages with new 
ideas and emerging debates in the
contemporary visual arts, reflecting 
in particular the diversity of
contemporary society. We work with
artists, curators, creative producers,
writers and the public to explore the
vitality of visual culture.” �

hugh Griffiths 
(Marshall 1983)
hugh.griffiths@inzpire.com 

On leaving TS,
Hugh studied

Physics at
University,
and thereafter
on a military

scholarship
joined the Royal

Air Force in 1986.
During a 20 year career, he
accumulated over 3000 fast-jet
flying hours and became both a
Qualified Weapons Instructor
(QWI) and Electronic Warfare
Instructor (EWI) on Tornado F3. 
He served as a front-line flight
commander and participated in
multinational air operations in the
Balkans and the Persian Gulf. 
For much of his military career, he
was deeply involved in the
training, professional development
and assessment of front-line
aircrew. He spent 2 years in the
intelligence community and at the

end of his military career headed up
the RAF analysis team at the
Defence Science and Technical
Laboratory (DSTL), where he
developed experience of operational
analysis and operational test/
evaluation. Leaving the RAF as a
Wing Commander in 2006 after
twenty wonderful years, Hugh
established his own aviation
business, Inzpire Ltd, which has
been fortunate enough to survive
and prosper. He is currently the
CEO. Hugh said: “Over the years 
I have become a Chartered Director 
and a Chartered Manager, and recently
was lucky enough to win the ‘Chartered
Manager of the Year award for South
East England’. I have an MBA from
Warwick Business School.  I am very
much enjoying my life and often 
think back to the many great people
(both pupils and staff) that I met at 
TS, and the lessons in life that I 
learned there.” �

Dominic Smart 
(Fairwater 1990)
dominicsmart@hotmail.com 

Dominic, General
Manager of the

Millennium
Hotel, St.
Louis, has
recently been

awarded a
United Nations

Public Service
Award: the most prestigious
international recognition of
excellence in public service. It
rewards the creative achievements
and contributions of public service
institutions that lead to a more
effective and responsive public
administration in countries
worldwide. Through an annual
competition, the UNPSA promotes
the role, professionalism and
visibility of public service. 

“It doesn’t matter whether you're a 
5-star hotel or a 1-star, it could
happen,” said Dominic. He got
involved with the anti-trafficking
network last summer, when
Millennium joined with the Sisters
of St. Joseph and Nix to publicize
awareness of the US branch of End

Child Prostitution, Pornography
and Trafficking. Many hotel
executives have security measures
designed to fight trafficking but
express concern about being
publicly identified with the issue.
However, after learning about the
problem of trafficking, Dominic got
his parent company's permission to
become a pilot program. Often,
hotel executives don't want
customers to think their hotels
have a prostitution or sex
trafficking problem. Smart, who
said he hasn't had a case yet, didn't
worry about it. "We felt it was our
responsibility to get involved and fight
human trafficking. If our efforts just
save one individual it will have been
worthwhile, but we hope for more and
ask more companies to see the positive
social and moral implications and join
the fight to eradicate the sexual
exploitation of children."

Millennium Hotels and 
Resorts own more than 
100 hotels worldwide with 14 in
the USA. �

julia kingsford 
(Bevan 1998)

Julia is Chief
Executive

Officer at
World Book
Night (WBN);
a celebration

of reading and
books which

sees tens of
thousands of passionate volunteers
gift specially chosen and printed
WBN books in their communities
to share their love of reading. Each
year they recruit 20,000 volunteers
to hand out 20 copies of their
favourite book from their list to
members of their community who
don’t regularly read. By enlisting
thousands of passionate book
lovers around the country, WBN
reaches out to the millions of
people in the UK who have yet to
fall in love with reading. In
addition, WBN distributes half a
million books directly to the
hardest-to-reach potential readers
in prisons, care homes, hospitals,
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sheltered, supported and social
housing, the homeless and through
partner charities working
throughout the UK. WBN is about
giving books and encouraging
reading in those who don’t
regularly do so. But it is also about
more than that: it’s about people,
communities and connections,
about reaching out to others 
and touching lives in the simplest
of ways, through the sharing 
of stories:

� To raise the profile of reading
through a mass engagement
project which works at a 
grass roots level to inspire 
those who don’t regularly 
read to do so;

� To place books into the hands of
those who don’t regularly read;

� To raise the profile of reading
for pleasure through a series of 
celebratory events;

� To improve literacy in the UK
and Ireland;

� To bring communities 
together. �

William Whitehead 
(Marshall 1988)
whiteheadwilliam@me.com 

William’s
arrangement of

the Carol ‘The
Seven Joys of
Mary’ was the
final choral

item in the
BBC Radio 3

broadcast of the
Advent Carol Service from 
St John’s College, Cambridge on
2nd December 2012. 

William’s solo organ-playing career
took off when he won First Prize at
the Odense International Organ
Competition in Denmark, 2004.
Trained at Oxford University and
the Royal Academy of Music,
London, his teachers have included
David Sanger, James O’ Donnell
and Dame Gillian Weir. Valuable
inspiration was gained in his year
as Organ Scholar of Westminster
Abbey, where he played for
services and occasionally
conducted the choir. This led
naturally on to becoming 
Assistant Organist at Rochester
Cathedral, where he accompanied
the Cathedral Choir and helped to
found the new Girls’ Choir. 
After four years in this post, 
he moved on to become a Lecturer
at the Royal Academy of Music,
and took up a position as Director
of Music at St Mary’s Bourne
Street, London.

William now combines a career as a
concert organist, teacher and
writer. He has given recent solo
concerts in Westminster Cathedral,

the Toulouse les Orgues Festival,
Heilbronn, and in the organ festival
in Perm, Russia. He is regularly to
be heard with groups such as the
Gabrieli Consort, and performed
on several of their recent
recordings. He has made a number
of solo recordings, including the
award-winning ‘Dances of Life and
Death’ on the Chandos label,
featuring music by Alain 
and Duruflé.

As a teacher, he has held posts at
both the Royal Academy of Music
and Trinity College of Music, and
now teaches organ students from
around the country, including at
both Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. His teaching is
informed by a blend of history,
technique and musicianship. 
He is currently curating a 
major international project to
‘complete’ the Orgelbüchlein 
with new compositions
(www.orgelbuechlein.co.uk).
William is Associate Organist of
Lincoln's Inn in London. �

anita Banerji 
(Bevan 1992)
banerji.anita@gmail.com 
Anita graduated in December 2012
with a PhD in Imaging Sciences
from the School of Medicine at the
University of Manchester. 
Her thesis concerned abdominal
tumours. Her research was
designed to better understand the
characteristics of the blood supply
to liver tumours, and has potential
application in the detection of 
liver metastases and the 
assessment of novel anti-cancer
drugs. She follows in the footsteps
of her Dad who was awarded 
a PhD in Medicine from Queen’s
University, Belfast, in 1970, and 
her subject area is also related to
her Mum’s previous work as 
a radiographer.

Anita has remained within the
Imaging Science group at
Manchester University,
developing software
applications for a number of
different MR imaging
techniques and also 
continuing with her own
research. She thoroughly
enjoyed her PhD and considers

it a major achievement but would
not recommend it for the faint-
hearted! She wishes well all those
that she met in her time at
Weirfield and Taunton School and
was greatly saddened to hear of the
loss of Ruth Hodgson in 2011 –
she remembers her with 
great fondness. �

Stephen Dyer 
(Wills West 1975)
stephenjamesdyer@outlook.com 
Stephen is the founder and
Managing Director of 
Ideal Property Solutions. 
Founded in 1998, Stephen works
with both personal & institutional
clients and the many positive
testimonials have led to 
Ideal Property being featured in 
The Times, The Sunday Times & 
The Independent. Stephen said:
“With over 25 years of estate agency
and relocation experience acting for
clients buying and selling literally
thousands of properties of every
description, I am uniquely qualified to
advise and help buyers successfully
negotiate the challenges they face in
today's property market.”
www.idealproperty.co.uk �

miles Wharton 
Fairwater 2008
mileswhartonpt@gmail.com 
Miles moved to Sydney, 
Australia, in 2010, where he
qualified as a personal trainer 
and has now built a client base
including many directors, 
actors and models. Being the
entrepreneurial person that 
he is, he has begun importing
arcade amusement machines 
from Poland and installing 
them throughout Australia 
on a profit-share basis in 
bars, nightclubs and 
shopping centres.
www.aussiegames.com.au 

Miles said: “Alongside these, 
I am currently putting the final
touches to my new fashion line 
'Luxe-Clothing' which is 
launching mid-April.” 
www.luxe-clothing.com

“My aim is to build an empire, no
matter what it takes.” �
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Mixing with Hollywood stars 
is just another day at the office 
for movie writer maTT Graham
(Evans 1997) whose latest series 
The Untold History of the United
States will be aired on Sky Atlantic
in April.

Matt was recruited by the
renowned film director 
Oliver Stone to ‘liven up the script’.

On leaving Taunton School, 
Matt moved to Los Angeles to
pursue a career in film writing. 
He has recently finished a crime
novel called The Night Driver and 
a feature film he co-wrote called
Cannon Fodder which he hopes will
be released later this year.

Matt said: “I meet so many celebrities
now I don’t get starstruck anymore. 
I met Macy Gray at a bar in West
Hollywood and spoke to Paris Hilton 
in a club and was nearly run over 
by Harrison Ford on a bike on
Hollywood Boulevard.” �

Glasgow Museums has a 
collection of approximately 400
grasshopper and cricket specimens
(Orthoptera) which date from 1922
to the present. 

This collection includes dried,
pinned and card mounted adult
insects, 200 of which are from the
British Isles and represent 21 
of the 30 British species. Most of
these are part of the John Heath
Collection but were collected by
other well-known entomologists, 
including ralPh michael
GreenSlaDe (School House
1921-24) in the early 20th century. �
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Lord Winterstoke were in progress in
1911 when he died unexpectedly.  His
niece and heir Miss (and later Dame)
Janet Stancomb-Wills declared that the
building work should continue – her
uncle would have wished it. And so in
July 1912 the Winterstoke Library and
Common Room (now the Old Library
complex) were opened at
Commemoration. Around this time
also the Wills hostels situated behind
the Chapel were nearing completion.

1911 was the year in which the House
system started properly in Taunton
School. The steady increase in pupil
numbers during the first decade of the
20th century under Dr Whittaker made
it desirable to divide the pupils into
units both for communal living and to
provide an impetus for internal
competitions. The main school
building and Fairwater were no longer
big enough to house the 400 or so
pupils Taunton now had, and many
boys had been living in rented houses
near the School for some time.  
The Wills Hostels had originally 
been intended to be let to the School 
at a modest rent, but Dame Janet
Stancomb-Wills declared her wish 
to make the buildings a gift.  
Her portrait still hangs on the top 
floor of Wills East as a reminder of 
her great generosity.

Excitement mounted among the
residents of Fernlea and Elmgrove as
their future home took shape, and with

it the chance to reside on school
premises at last:                         

“We watch with increasing interest
the steady progress of the new
hostels…” (March 1912) 

“We rejoice that our future home is
nearing completion and look forward
to days of prosperity in it.”
(July 1912)

“We had been wandering in the
wilderness but have at last reached
our promised land.” (October 1912) 

And, indeed, on 12 October 1912 
Wills East and West, as they were 
soon to be known, began their history
as two of Taunton’s great houses. 
R D Went was the first Housemaster
of the whole building, with the posts
being split after Mr Went’s death in
office in 1930.  In December 1912  
The Tauntonian declared: “The new
hostels Wills East and West have met 
with the hearty approval of master and
boy alike.” They were proclaimed to 
be a great asset to the solidarity of the
community, as indeed they still are.
Of course there have been many
changes in the buildings over the
course of 100 years, though until
relatively recently the number of boys
remained around 35 in each house.  
In 1926 the terraced frontage was
added, and in 1985 a major extension
at the back provided more studies 
and better changing and staff
accommodation. In 1992 the two 
large dormitories on each of the 
upper floors were divided into smaller
rooms where boys in the middle years
could enjoy greater privacy and better
opportunities for studying. And in the

last couple of years further major
structural changes in both houses 
have increased and improved the
study accommodation for sixth
formers and allowed the houses to
expand in size.

The two Wills houses have stood at
the centre of the School and of school
life for a century, and their present
members can be proud of a great
heritage, which includes distinguished
sons such as international sportsmen 
R A Gerrard and John Jameson in 
East and Major Blaker of West, the
only Tauntonian to win the Victoria
Cross. But at a more local level they
can be proud of the welcome and
fellowship they have extended to
countless boys of many different
origins and circumstances, all of
whom have come, in their turn, to
cherish what has been their house 
and home in Taunton School.

Rudyard Kipling famously said 
that “east is east and west is west”.  
Both  houses have rightly 
developed their own traditions and
character through the years.  
They have often been friendly rivals,
yet their close geographical proximity,
their shared history and, until recently
at least, their comparatively small 
size, has nevertheless made for a
neighbourliness and greater closeness
to each other than to other houses.
Perhaps one could call it closeness of
spirit. The hymn writer John Oxenham
wrote: “In Christ there is no east or
west”, and that should be a prominent
thought as we gather in this Chapel
today.  We think above all of the
brotherly love, the countless
friendships and the fond memories

which our two houses have
created within and between
each other through the past
100 years, and we thank 
God for them and all they
have stood for as they
celebrate their hundredth
birthday with pride 
and thanksgiving. �

Hugh Todd
Derek Baty

Stephen 
Pugh

Roger Priest

Dave 
Tarr

Battle of the Wills...

New recreation room

When, in October 1912, the first
occupants of Wills East and
Wills West moved in from

their previous accommodation – two
rented houses in The Avenue
between school and town – they
tended to go on using the houses’ old
names, Fernlea and Elmgrove, as
schoolchildren do. However they
had the wrath of their larger-than-life
Headmaster Dr Whittaker to deal
with: “I will not have boys using the
names of trumpery villas in the suburbs
of Taunton instead of Wills, one of the
most honoured and famous names in the
whole of Britain”. Which of course it
was. The famous Bristol tobacco firm
and the Wills family in particular had
been bound up with the history of
Taunton School from the very start.
W D Wills had chaired the first
Shareholders’ Meeting, and had been
School President until his death in
1865, but it was his son William
Henry Wills, later Lord Winterstoke,
who became the School’s greatest
benefactor.  Many scholarships and
prizes bore the name of Wills; much
of the money needed to allow
Taunton School to acquire trust status
came from Lord Winterstoke, and of
course this Chapel where we meet
today was his gift to the School in
1907, and, in the words of Dr
Whittaker, “a glory and a boon.”
Further building projects funded by

Given in the School Chapel at the Centenary Service on 14th October 2012

ADDRESS BY JOHN BROWN  
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
CENTENARY OF THE WILLS HOUSES



Old Tauntonian Review

rubbish I was at sport at 
Taunton School!” 

If you feel moved to 
sponsor his endeavour and
help him achieve the 
£30,000 goal, please 
donate via their charity 
website page:
www.bmycharity.com/
cBreGloBalinVeSTorS �

in reply to one of the
headmaster’s recent half-
termly emails to oTs, jamie
hunT (School House 1992)
shares memories of house
Singing competitions…

“...The boys must have let their
standards slip! I may be
approaching 40 but I don't
think my memory is cheating
me too much when I recall

MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS
School House winning it on
more than one occasion back 
in our day.” 

“Perhaps the greatest felony 
of shutting School House down
was not losing the champagne-
flowing rugby of Coach Mason
and Captain Phelps that
dominated house rugby, nor 
the most tribal and faithful
support of all the houses at all

house events, but the loss of
close harmony male voices
that dominated the fairer sex
houses once a year in the late
80s/early 90s.”

“Glad to hear the singing 
is still going strong. 
My memories of chapel choir,
madrigals, quartet (Dinham,
Walker, Bill, Hunt), barber
shop, carols by candlelight
(and snogging a certain person
in between rehearsal and
ceremony), Dunster Castle, 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor
and the recording of the
cassette ‘I Was Glad’ - now

played to my children as a
punishment (only joking) –
remain very fond ones.”
“Good luck to the school 
in this busy period. 
I am off to find my CD of
Crossroads Soundtrack by 
Ry Cooder that won it for 
us in ‘92. Ed Griffiths, 
Phelps of course, Geraint,
James Seagrim, a brace each 
of Lants and Newmans, 
Belly, Hamilton et al... 
It’s no wonder we couldn't 
be beaten!”

“And great to hear the 
first XV is still strong…”..�

DaViD noBle
(Fairwater 1980-85) 
portlandhse@tiscali.co.uk 

David, a Director at CBRE 
Global Investors, appears to
have bitten off more than 
he can chew this time…. 

Not only is he due to be
installed as the 75th Master 
of the Old Tauntonian Lodge
later this year but he has also
made the rash decision to go 
to Cannes this March. 
By bike!  You can check 
out his blog to see if he has
survived the trip, a distance 
of 1,509.2 kilometres, as part 
of the 2013 Cycle 2 Cannes
Charity Ride.  

David, along with 8 of his
colleagues, is seeking to raise
£30,000 as part of this venture.
The ride takes the form 

of a relay, and a number 
of the group are also
contemplating cycling the 
whole way to Cannes. 
That is an average of over 
150 miles a day during 
6 successive days. 

Cycle to Cannes is allied 
with a number of charities 
and the intention is to give 
two-thirds of the money 
raised by the 2013 ride to the
event’s main charity, Coram,
with smaller donations to 4
subsidiary charities: Article 25, 
Toms Trust, Multiple System
Atrophy Trust and The
Emthonjeni Trust. 

Details of the above charities 
can be found on the website at
the end of this article.

David said: “It is quite a 
challenge knowing how 
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Games founder Ludwig Guttman,
Dr Penny personally wrote to
every local authority in the
country to draw to their attention
the dangers of 6ft diving boards
above water of a similar depth.

The boards were leading to many
neck fractures often resulting in
death or paralysis.

“It was an awfully big thing in those
days. It was a disaster,” he says.
“But within six weeks 90 per cent of
these boards had been closed, and
since then the number of such
incidents has dropped to about 
three a year.”

Dr Penny worked closely 
with the late ASA facilities officer
Noel Winter to improve pools. 
By improving safety and 
water quality and reducing or
eliminating the stench of chlorine
and the use of bromine, which
can cause rashes and itching, 
they aimed to create a more
comfortable environment
for pool users.

“Diving is much safer and
water quality much better
now,” he said. “And the sport
as a whole is utterly different to
how it was. It was one man and 
a dog in my day – Harold Fern 
and his secretary. All the
administration in the districts 
was done by volunteers. 
Now there are 400 staff.”

Dr Penny was a member of the
Government’s standing technical
swimming sub-committee for 
13 years until Margaret Thatcher
axed it and 65 other quangos. 
He then persuaded the Sports
Council to relaunch it

as the Pool Water Treatment
Advisory group, of which he is
now a life member. �

Dr Phil Penny (Somerset
1951), a driving force in aquatics
safety and water quality for
more than half-a-century, was
presented with the Harold Fern
Award at the ASA Council
dinner in recognition of his
contribution to the sport.

He said he was “overwhelmed”
by the reception he received.
“One of my friends said it was a
lovely way for the ASA to
remember me and that’s how I feel,”
he said. “It’s a memento at the end
of a long career in the technical
aspects of swimming.”

Dr Penny, 81, who still swims
daily at his local pool in
Taunton, Somerset, won Western
Counties titles in three strokes in
the post war years and swam for
England in 1951 and 1953.

He was medical officer to
Britain’s water polo and
swimming teams from 1957-72
and sat on various ASA
committees, among them the
medical advisory committee
(1965-2008) and the facilities
committee (1979-2005), which he
chaired for 19 years and for
which he received the ASA gold
pin. He was Western Counties
ASA medical officer from 1958-
84 and president in 1981.

After discussions with
neurosurgeon and Paralympic

FERN AWARD FOR THE DOCTOR IN THE POOL

Dr Phil Penny receives the Harold Fern Award 
in recognition of his contribution to aquatics 
safety and water quality

said: “I am proud that Taunton
School is associated with Taunton
Rugby Club. We both believe
strongly in harnessing the skills of
young people. I look forward to
seeing a real impact on our
community.”

Taunton Youth Chairman 
John Wrelton said: “This is an
exciting opportunity to have a
positive impact with our local
youngsters on and off the field of
play. We welcome Taunton School
into our club and thank them for
their generous support.”

The alliance is especially
rewarding for Old Tauntonian
and senior statesman of Somerset
Rugby, jack maTTheWS 
(Somerset 1960), who initiated 
the partnership. �

TAUNTON SCHOOL JOIN THE TEAM

Taunton School have joined
Taunton Rugby Club in an
ambitious project to promote and

develop youth rugby at the club
and in the wider community.
Headmaster Dr John Newton

In September 2012 Taunton
RFC held a fundraising lunch.
This event was held in
support of the Taunton Titans,
TRFC’s recently re-launched
1st XV. �

L-R: Jack Matthews (Somerset 1960) –
President of TRFC , Sean Fitzpatrick 
(former All Blacks captain) and 
1987 Rugby World Cup winner Peter Raw
(Fairwater 1959) – Hon. Auctioneer.
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ThomaS aBell’s remarkable
sporting achievements at Taunton
School have seen him pipped only
by Olympic diving medallist 
Tom Daley for a top sporting
honour. Talented all-rounder
Thomas, who left the school in the
summer, was shortlisted for the
Aviva / Telegraph School Sport
Matters Awards and attended the
presentation lunch at Lord’s cricket
ground in London in November,
when he was declared runner-up.

As well as captaining the record-
breaking school hockey team, 
who completed their second
consecutive undefeated season,
Thomas has been an outstanding
performer at rugby, rugby sevens
and indoor hockey, in which the
school reached the semi-finals at
the national finals. 

However, it is his exploits on the
cricket field for Taunton School
which have made the most
headlines. Thomas finished with a
total of 3,630 runs for the 1st XI,
including 17 centuries and last
summer he scored 1156 runs in
only 11 innings. He passed 50 on
every occasion, hit seven centuries
and averaged 193!

Thomas was nominated by Simon
Hogg, master in charge of cricket

and a coach of senior rugby for
many years at Taunton School. 

Mr Hogg said: “I am delighted that
Thomas has been shortlisted for this
prestigious award as he always
represented the school with such pride
in all three of the major sports. 
He has been close to representing 
his country at hockey and cricket but
this did not prevent him from playing
rugby with great commitment and a
huge amount of skill and passion.
Thomas is admired and respected by
all his team mates and opponents and
his attitude and behaviour are
exemplary. He has been a magnificent
role model for all aspiring games
players at our school and has all 
the best, some of which are old-
fashioned, values one could wish for 
in a sportsman.” �

A STAR ASCENDING

Cricket has been played at
Taunton School since 1857.
There’s a proud history of
players who have gone on to
play internationally, and at major
and minor county level,
including, more recently, 
Jack White, John and
Thomas Jamieson, 
John Cameron and
Aftab Habib.
Successful coaches
have included Roger
Smith, Paul Wickham,
Andrew Kennedy and,
most recently, Simon Hogg.

The new Head of Cricket, taking
over this season, is Dave Jessep.
To encourage an understanding
of this great tradition, Dave is
instituting Taunton School 
Ist XI ‘Baggy Blue’ caps, to be 
presented as a gift to each player
on his first appearance. Dave is

delighted to announce that
john jameSon oBe, will
present the first caps on
Saturday, 20th april, 2013. 
The day will start with tea and
coffee at 10.15am, with the 

caps being presented at
10.30am. The players 
will leave to warm up 
at 11.00am, and the
day’s match will begin
at 11.30am. 

all oTs are warmly
invited to attend 

these proceedings.
lunch will be at 1.30pm

and afternoon tea will also 
be provided.

As Dave says: “It will be great to
have a number of past players and
supporters at this event, and to
enjoy the start of what we hope will
be a hot and sunny summer!” �

TAUNTON SCHOOL CRICKET: 
CAPPING PAST SUCCESS

and play rugby against 
Taunton School. The two
schools are linked historically 
as Eltham College boys 
were evacuated to 
Taunton during the 
Second World War. 

They formed their own house
for five years during that 
period and played a very
important part in the running 
of the School. 

It was a fitting commemoration,
and gifts were exchanged
between Mr Cyril Kelly and 
Mr Sean Thompson, Head 
of Rugby, on behalf of 
both Schools. �

RUGBY PRE-SEASON 
WITH ELTHAM COLLEGE

SoPhie BoWDen (Besley
2012) has achieved success in
her first term as part of the
University of Connecticut’s
women’s hockey team. 
Sophie is on a 100% Hockey
Scholarship and recently took
part in the Big East Hockey
Championships. Sophie and 
her team emerged victorious

Old Tauntonian Review
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The two
schools are

linked historically as
Eltham College boys
were evacuated to
Taunton during 
the Second
World War

“
“

“ “

As part of Eltham College’s
centenary celebrations, a 
squad of 25 of Eltham’s senior
rugby players and staff
travelled to Taunton to train

and now qualify for the 
national tournament. 
Their success was celebrated 
in New York’s famous Times
Square with the ‘UConn
Huskies’ up in lights. �

FORMER TAUNTON
SCHOOL STUDENT WINS
MAJOR USA UNIVERSITY
HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Their success
was celebrated in 
New York’s famous
Times Square
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ECHOES FROM THE PAST LORD KITCHENER
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

jonaThan chilDS (Wills East ’12) and
huGh Wilman (Fairwater ’12) have recently
been awarded a lord kitchener national
memorial Fund Scholarship. 

Not quite a month after Kitchener's death in
1916, a Memorial Fund was established by the

Lord Mayor of London. So eager were people to pay
their respects by contributing that within two

years the Fund was worth a massive £500,000
(around £12,000,000 in modern terms), a Royal
Charter had been granted and Queen
Alexandra had become the patron. 

The money was put immediately to good use by
giving relief to casualties of war, both financially, in

the form of grants, and practically, supplying artificial limbs and
equipment for the disabled. A generous grant was made to the
Kitchener Memorial Medical School at Khartoum, a memorial to
General Gordon (General GorDon was of course an 
OT 1847-48) Gradually the objectives of the Fund began to evolve
towards enabling soldiers, whose education had been broken by
serving on active duty, to resume their studies by way of
scholarships. Later, these scholarships were offered to the sons of
men who had served, who had been offered places at university,
and in 1985 girls became eligible to apply. 

Success depends upon the parent’s service record, the applicant's
own academic record, the offer of a place at university and evidence
of other qualities such as responsibility and leadership. �

CHARLIE THE 
WONDER HORSE
merriel hake (Weirfield School 1950) was
recently awarded a Silver Jubilee Award by the
Riding for the Disabled Association in recognition of 25 years’
Service to the RDA. A few years ago, the pupils of Taunton School
raised money through
charitable giving to purchase
a horse for the Conquest
Equestrian Centre. Merriel
said: “The Conquest Riding
Centre is going strong 
and ‘Charlie’ the Horse
continues to give 
pleasure to 
disabled riders.” �

Sir john lumSDen kBe (14 november 1869
- 3 September 1944) (School House 1885) was
an Irish physician and the founder of the St.
John Ambulance Brigade of Ireland.

Dr Lumsden was a physician on the staff of
Mercer’s Hospital in Dublin and in 1902 was the

Principal Medical Officer for the Commissioners of
Irish Lights. However, it was in his role as the Medical Officer
(later Chief Medical Officer) at the Guinness Brewery that 
Dr Lumsden made his name.

The Guinness family had a tradition of noblesse oblige and
philanthropy and therefore Dr Lumsden’s work for Guinness
focussed on the well-being of the employees, many of whom lived
in appalling conditions in the slums and tenements of inner city
Dublin. After the Great Irish Famine (1845-46) many people moved
from rural areas of Ireland into cities such as Dublin looking for

food and work. This resulted
in overcrowding with 33.9%
of all families in Dublin each
living in a single room.
Poverty and cramped
conditions led to problems
of disease and by 1881
Dublin had the highest
death rate in Europe. 
Dr Lumsden saw a high rate
of tuberculosis amongst
Guinness employees and
knew that overcrowding was
probably a factor. In 1900 he
got the approval of the
Guinness board to spend
two months inspecting the
homes of each Guinness
employee in order to ensure
that they lived in proper

housing and to look for ways to prevent or treat the disease. 
The main Iveagh Trust buildings built in 1903-05 were designed
accordingly. He also studied the diets of the employees and
established cookery classes for the wives of Guinness employees.
Finally, he helped to set up the first Guinness sports club. 

In his post as Medical Officer Dr Lumsden was asked to provide
first-aid classes for employees at the Guinness Brewery at 
St. James’s Gate. The classes became so popular that they later
became the first registered division of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade of Ireland, which Dr Lumsden founded in 1903 and
became the first Commissioner. He remained Commissioner until
his death in 1944.

The Brigade was involved with many major events
in Irish history, and became prominent in Dublin
during the Easter Rising of 1916 where it
treated casualties on both sides and fed and
cared for evacuees. During the fighting in the
streets of Dublin Dr Lumsden became a familiar

figure as he dashed out carrying a white flag and
his medical kit to tend to the wounded on both

sides. He was knighted by King George V for these acts and for the
formation of the St. John Ambulance Society. 

Sir John also encouraged Brigade members to be blood donors and
advertised in the Irish national papers for people to register in
order to set up an ‘on call’ blood donor panel to serve hospitals in
the Dublin area. The service later became the National Blood
Transfusion Association in 1948.

adapted from an article in Wikipedia �
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BIRTHS
CHAN to Clement                         Fairwater ’00            and Yoppy                          Zoie 25.02.13

COMPTON to Victoria (née Newbold) Bevan ’93 and Ben Charlotte Grace 16.08.12

GILMORE to Oliver Marshall ’00 and Emily Theo Benjamin 16.10.12

HILL to Katie (née Swinburn) Jenkin ’04 and Mark Oliver Christopher 21.09.12

HILL to Mark Goodland ’04 and Katie (née Swinburn) Oliver Christopher  21.09.12

HODGES to Crona (née O’Shea) Gloucester ’97 and James Evelyn Nancy 03.08.12

MOON PARK to Maria (née Cristina Moon) Gloucester ’00 and Lloyd Reuben So Hyun 10.05.12

PLIMMER to Michael Marshall ’93 and Lucia James 19.09.12

SMITH to Lloyd Fairwater ’00 and Maria Reuben So Hyun 10.05.12

STEVENS to Jacqui (née Baty) Bevan ’03 and Ian Nicole Caroline  22.09.12

STYLES                 Claire (neé Baty)              Bevan ’00            and Neil               Freddie  01.03.13

SUMPTER to Philip Wills West ’98 and Ingrid Jacob 28.08.12

ENGAGEMENTS
Andrew Barclay (Wills West ’03) to Natalie Wilkinson

Ian Brewer (Marshall ’02) to Pippa Gwynne-Jones (Bevan ’03)

Rob Speakman (Marshall ’00) to Annabel Parker

Alastair Kirby (Evans ’08) to Nicola Preece

MARRIAGES
FORRESTER Matthew Goodland '03        to Alexandra married 24.08.12  

HOUGHAM Natasha (née Murray) Gloucester ’01 to Tom married 09.06.12

HOUGHAM  Tom   Wills West ’00 to Natasha married 09.06.12

MURPHY Anne Louise (née Boyd) Murray ’87 to Robert married 31.12.11

DEATHS
ALEXANDER Peter Robert Wills East ’39-’45 died 07.04.12

BARTLETT Roy Thomas Senior Day Boys ’29-’36 died 29.09.12

BELLEW Ronald William Senior Day Boys ’41-’44 died 17.08.12

COLE John Hugh Somerset ’46-’54 died 18.01.13

COMPTON Matthew Neville Wills West ’83-’87 died 11.01.13

DELL Richard Francis Fairwater ’58-’64 died 25.02.13

EADIE Andrew William Fairwater ’47-’57 died 12.12.12

EVANS Raymond Frederick Alexander Senior Day Boys ’33-’41 died 10.09.12

HUDD Geoffrey Frederick Senior Day Boys ’41-’44 died 19.08.12

JACKSON Colin Shaw Fairwater ’38-’46 died 08.12.12

LANDER Eric Leonard Senior Day Boys ’36-’45 died 09.08.12

MEAD John Alistair Wills West ’39-’44 died 16.12.12

McLENNAN Elizabeth Mary (née Shapland) Weirfield School ’42-’45 died 30.01.13

PASSELLS Derek William School House ’29-’39 died 11.09.12

PENROSE Perran Wills East ’57-’66 died 04.11.12

POLLEY John Wills East ’56-’61 died 08.01.13

SMITH Harry Edwin Senior Day Boys ’34-’39 died 24.05.12

VELLACOTT OBE Verdun Cecil Senior Day Boys ’27-’33 died 25.09.12

WALKER David Fowler Wills West ’57-’67

WAY Paul Hugh Gordon Wills West ’53-’62 died 30.09.12

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
APRIL
Saturday 20 1st XI Presentations –

John Jameson MBE 10.15am Taunton School

Wednesday 24 Cornish Social 7.00pm Inn for All Seasons

MAY
Friday 3 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm The Swan, 

Kingston St Mary

Saturday 11 West Wales Club Dinner 7.30pm The Old Kings Arms 
Hotel, SA71 4JS

Sunday 12 Midland Club Event 12.00 noon Edgbaston CG

Monday 13 Networking Drinks 6.00pm Ye Grapes, 
London W1J 7QQ

JUNE
Fri 14- Sun16 Annual Reunion Weekend Taunton School

Saturday 15 25 year Reunion for class of ‘88 Taunton School

Saturday 15 10 year Reunion for class of ‘03 Taunton School

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 1 OT Rugby/Hockey & BBQ 11.00am Taunton School

Friday 6 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School

Friday 13 Old Weirfieldian Reunion 12.30pm Taunton School

Sunday 15 Cornish Club Lunch 12.30pm Lanhydrock Hotel 
& Golf Club, PL30

Saturday 21 1847 Society Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School

OCTOBER
Saturday 5 Western Club Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School 

NOVEMBER
Friday 8 Western Club Lunch 1.00pm Taunton School

Saturday 16 Welsh Club Dinner 7.30pm Cardiff Golf Club

DECEMBER
Monday 9 Western Christmas Lunch 12.30pm Taunton School

BIRTHS, ENGAGEMENTS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS



AROUND THE CLUBS 

ANNUAL DINNER 2013

WELSH 
DINNER 
2012
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WESTERN CLUB DINNER 2012 

The Grand Hall

(L to R):  
John Newton, 
Adrian Dando, 
Barry Morgan, 
Jonathan Skittrall 
(with Henry)

Current prefects with OT Alan Harpham

Tim Wilcox

The man with the tuba on the front
cover was Dr John Newton who 
surprised guests at the Western Club
Dinner with his tuba playing.

Seated: (L to R) Andrew Ford, 
Tim Thompson, Jon Roberts

Standing: (L to R) Jodie Palmer, 
Olli Curson, George Gantlett, 
Georgie Hakin

INFORMAL DRINKS IN DUBAI
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SOUTHERN CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCH

(L to R): Guy Skinner, Jess Bray, Tom Diment, Harry Speedy
and Sam Newton enjoy an informal drink with 
Headmaster Dr John Newton in a Durham Pub.

A Brazilian reunion meeting was hosted by long-standing 
OT and Brazilian resident DonalD malPaS oBe, 
(School House ’40). Donald was travelling to Taunton School
before World War Two and returned to Brazil in 1940, going on
to run PWC’s operations for Latin America. Also present were
ray SmiTh (Fairwater ’67), who came to Brazil in the 1980s
to run a large real estate organisation; richarD BirD 
(Wills East ’74), who has had a career in Brazilian/Latin
American banking; Dr marTin raW (Foxcombe ’68), a
World Health Organisation and Bloomberg Philanthropies
consultant on tobacco control; and mike PenDleTon
(Wills West ’74), who is on assignment running a division of
IBM’s operations for Latin America.

REUNION OF BRAZIL-BASED 
OLD TAUNTONIANS AT 
SAO PAULO GOLF CLUB

INFORMAL DRINKS IN DURHAM

(L to R): Mike Pendleton, Donald Malpas OBE, 
Donald’s daughter Susan, Martin Raw, Richard Bird, 
Ray Smith



THE HEAD HAS HIS SAY
The Headmaster’s recent blog addressed the following
issue. We are sure that OTs may be interested in how 
TS is tackling modern issues.

KINDLING A FIRE UNDER
THE HEADMASTER –
A RECENT REPORT 
FROM THE BURKE...

“This house believes that the
printed word has had 
its day.” All eyes 

turned to the Headmaster 
as he took his seat. “Isn’t he the
one who wants to burn all books
and make us buy Kindles?” went
the whisper.

“Absolutely not,” thundered the
aging Headmaster. 

I love books. I am
obsessed with them.
When my mind defaults
away from Taunton
School, I think of what I

want to read next when I have finished my current
volume (Flaubert’s Parrot by Julian Barnes, if you are
asking…). I ponder the areas of history and economics,
theology and politics, fiction and nonfiction that I know
little about. I think of the next lecture I am doing and
where the information gaps are. I get irritated when
people send me books and expect me to read them
straight away. I already know what I am reading on
holiday in August…. 2014. No joke.

My position is more subtle. I believe in supplying
the right, the best, the most authoritative
information – whether on science, literature, history

OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION
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Headmaster John Newton

or art – to my pupils in sufficient quantity and with sufficient
accessibility so that the research processes in the school – and we
have multiplied these in recent years – are as effective as they
can be. Yes, there needs to be scope for the less focused browser.
But I am charged with giving value for money to as wide a
selection of pupils as possible, not just the one with the best
100metre PB who gets to the Library first to find that key tome
on Thomas Hardy. If that means more electronic resources, is
that illogical?

I am also fervent in my wish to prepare pupils for 
the 21st century. Most research is done on line. 
Most administration is done on line. Most communication is
electronic. What I need to give pupils is not just a supply of
information, but the skills, the discernment and the values to 
sift the wheat from the chaff.

And all this while applauding the child who loves curling up
with a book that is on no syllabus, but which feeds their soul
and makes their imagination soar.

So I am no iconoclast, but just that old fashioned thing called a
schoolmaster who adores the words of great men and women,
and wants to make them as available and useful for my pupils
in this new century as possible.

And well done to the Burke – both speakers and attendees –
who make the debates so worthwhile. �
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SUPPORT FOR 
FURTHER EDUCATION

roSS moon (Wills East
1973) has recently been
elected Chairman of the
Vivian Moon Foundation, 
a Charitable Trust originally
established by his father. 
The Foundation has made 

grants for further education exceeding well over £300,000 since 
its inception. 

The Foundation would be willing in particular to receive
applications from recent leavers of Taunton School.

This is a regional trust, only supporting those from North Devon 
or the Torridge areas. There are some restrictions and funds
allocated are moderate, but nevertheless would be extremely
worthwhile for those in need of a top-up for courses and who have
some special circumstances.

For more detailed information please visit:
http://www.vivianmoonfoundation.co.uk �

Three members of the School Cricket 1st XI in the early to 
mid-1960s (Tony Sanders, Tom Jameson and Colin Trim) enjoyed 
a day together at the Cheltenham Cricket Festival last summer. 

Many memories of cricket on ‘The Front’ were revived, and it was
generally agreed that School Cricket coach Harry Parks would have
turned in his grave at their 1964 captain Gordon Gregory’s backlift
as showcased in the April 2012 edition of the OT Review! �

PRESIDENT Jill Lisk jill.lisk@googlemail.com
President-Elect Hugh Todd h.todd71@btinternet.com
Vice Presidents Michael Button michaelbutton123@btinternet.com

Michael Willacy CBE michael.willacy914@btinternet.com
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btconnect.com
The Headmaster headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
(ex officio)

Trustees Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com
Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com
Henry Keeling henry@henrykeeling.com

Hon Assoc Secretary David Bridges otsecretary@tauntonschool.co.uk
Hon Assoc Treasurer Simon Smart simonseansmart@gmail.com
Old Weirfieldian Rep Jan Nuttall jan.nuttall@gmail.com
Publications Secretary John Carrington compasscourt@gmail.com
Younger OT Representatives Ed Gauntlett ed_gauntlett@yahoo.co.uk

Will Pickard willpickard@hotmail.com
LONDON CLUB Chair:       Robin Birtwistle robin.birtwistle@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: Julian Pike julian@feinpike.co.uk
WELSH CLUB Chairman: John Ryland j.s.ryland@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk
WEST WALES CLUB Chairman: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com
WESTERN CLUB Chairman: David Brighton dbbrighton@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: David Bridges david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk
SOUTHERN CLUB Lunch Secretary: Chris Davis chrisdav@alderholt.freeserve.co.uk
SCOTTISH CLUB Chairman: Jo George jo.a.george@btinternet.com
MIDLANDS CLUB Chairman: Tom Jameson tomjameson@hotmail.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Chris Ainley chris@ainley.plus.com
CORNISH CLUB Chairman: Bruce Jeffares brucejeffares@talk21.com
NORTHERN CLUB Chairman: 
AUSTRALIA (EAST) CLUB Chairman: Mark Slee markslee51@gmail.com
AUSTRALIA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Andy Griffiths andygriffiths_bz@yahoo.co.uk
CANADIAN CLUB Chairman: Chris Loat chris-loat@shaw.ca
USA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Dr Alan Morgan alanmdjmary@cs.com
HONG KONG CLUB Chairman: Sabrina Leung sabrina@chamberlain-edu.com
FRENCH CLUB Chairman: Allan Green allan.green@wanadoo.fr

Social Secs: Matt Forrester mattforrester@hotmail.co.uk
Mark Bootherstone mark.bootherstone@gmail.co.uk

SPANISH CLUB Chairman: John Edwards jed@johnedwards.org.uk
NEW ZEALAND CLUB Chair: Simon Guilliver simongulliver@mac.com
DUBAI CLUB Chairman: Jonathan Skittrall skittrallj@pbworld.com
OLD TAUNTONIAN TRUST (Reg Charity No. 1060388)
Charitable purposes connected with Taunton School

Trustees: Michael Colley, 
Jonathan Stocker, Henry Keeling 

SPORTS CLUB Chairman: Will Osmond will@osmondandosmond.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Katie Riseley kariseley@googlemail.com

GOLFING SOCIETY President: Terry Davidge terry@davidget.co.uk
Hon Sec.: Richard Jowett richardjowett@hotmail.com

200 CLUB Chairman: David Brighton dbbrighton@btinternet.com
Hon Sec.: Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com

OT FREEMASONRY
Old Tauntonian Lodge No. 5735 WM: Chris Redgrove  chris@hopebangles.co.uk

Secretary: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@gmail.com

Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 WM: Mark Coray info@markcoray.co.uk
Secretary: Chris Harding harding588@btinternet.com

Old Tauntonian Chapter No. 5735 MEZ: Dr Roger Jago roger.jago@sky.com
Scribe E: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@gmail.com
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CRICKETING MEMORIES

(L to R) Tony Sanders, Tom Jameson and Colin Trim



Stalag VIIIC, near Sagen in
Poland, a neighbouring camp to
the Stalag Luft III of Great 
Escape fame.

After the war, Barry studied art at
Bath Academy of Art at Corsham
Court. His first teaching post was
at Ilminster Secondary Modern
School, South Somerset, in 1953,
and it was during this period that
he met his future wife, Winnie.
They married in 1961 and moved
into his studio at Dillington
House, near Ilminster.

In 1963, he moved back to north
Devon to take the post of head of
art at Barnstaple Girls’ Grammar
School. He stayed with the school,
through its amalgamation with the
Boys’ Grammar School and its
becoming Park School in 1972,
until he retired in 1983. �

John Vernon Wild CMG OBE
(Fairwater 1927-34)
26 april 1915 – 21 july 2012

On leaving Taunton School, 
John graduated from King’s
College Cambridge where he was
a cricket blue. He led an
impressive career in the Colonial
Administration Service Uganda
from 1938, becoming Chairman of
its Constitutional Committee in
1959. He was a Maths teacher at
Hele’s School, Exeter between 
1960 and 1971 and went on to
become a math’s lecturer at 
Exeter Sixth Form and Technical
College until 1976. He was author
of Early Travellers in Acholi (1950); 
The Uganda Mutiny (1953) 
and The Story of the Uganda
Agreement (1957).

(Debrett’s People of Today) �

Eric Leonard Lander
(Senior Day Boys 1936-43)
5 march 1925 – 9 august 2012

Eric Lander was born at Poole, in
Dorset, in 1925, but his family
moved to Taunton when he was
eleven, and Eric attended Taunton

OBITUARY

School from 1936 to 1943. He went
straight from school into the Royal
Navy, where he served as a Coder
on minesweepers until his
discharge in 1946. He then joined
the Inland Revenue in Taunton,
where he worked as an Executive
Officer for 43 years until he retired
in 1989. He was a member of 
St. James’ Church for almost 80
years, where he served in various
capacities. He was also a Life
Member of Somerset CCC. 
He died on 9th August, leaving 
his widow Joyce, two sons and
two grandchildren.     Ken Cleves �

Harry Edwin Smith
(Senior Day Boys 1934-39)
10 may 1923 – 24 may 2012

Affectionately known as ‘Brab’ to
those who remember his teaching
them, Harry Smith was born in
1923 in Taunton where his family
owned a West Country bus
company. An able pupil, he
attended Taunton School where he
came under the influence of a
teacher who instilled in him a love
of maths, and was to have a
considerable influence on his life.

On leaving school in 1940,
Harry had been due 
to attend Bristol
University but instead,
found himself a private
in the Gloucestershire Regiment. 
In 1941 he was transferred to the
Royal Artillery and saw active
service with the 21st Anti-Tank
Regiment in both North Africa
and Italy. On one occasion he 
was subject to such heavy
bombardment that he suffered
from shell-shock and was found
with blood running from his ears;
he was to lose most of 
the hearing on his left side.

In 1945 and by now a Captain,
Harry was in Austria, involved
with the re-alignment of 
national borders. Addressing
locals, he needed someone to
translate. With some reservation,
an Austrian girl volunteered. 
That was Helen, and not 
long afterwards, they married.
At the end of the war, Harry was

deemed ‘Operationally Vital’ and
prevented from returning home. 
So missing a place he had been
offered at London University, but
taking a teaching certificate in the
interim, he was later able to catch
up and allowed to complete the
degree in two years.

In 1949, Harry came to Burton
Grammar School, teaching not only
Maths, but Physics and Chemistry
too. Soon after starting, he also
found himself involved with the
school Army Cadet Corps and
master in charge of rugby.
However, in 1953, following a
disagreement with a new
headmaster, Harry moved to Derby
Technical College. He enjoyed his
time there, not least because of the
links to local industry, which
involved ‘real world’ mathematical
applications with companies 
such as Midland Rail and 
Rolls Royce. 

Barry Fulford Jackson
(Senior Day Boys 1935-40)
27 june 1923 – 2 june 2012

Arnhem war veteran Barry Jackson,
who has died at the age of 88,
became well known as an artist in
Somerset and as a teacher in north
Devon, where he taught
generations of pupils at Barnstaple
Grammar School and later 
Park School.

He was born in 1923, the second of
four children, and spent the early
part of his childhood in East Africa.
When the family returned to
England, Barry started school at
Hele’s in Exeter, and later went to
Taunton School. 

In 1941, he enlisted with the 
RAF and was sent to Canada to
learn to fly. On his return to
England, he eventually transferred
to the Glider Pilot Regiment in
1943. In September 1944, 
there was a call for volunteer 
crews to take part in what is now
known as Operation Market
Garden, the airborne assault on 
the bridges over the Rhine. 
Barry, acting as second pilot in a
Horsa troop-carrying glider, 
took part in the massed landing 
at Arnhem, Holland.

The landing zones were heavily
defended by the enemy and, soon
after landing and unloading 
Polish troops and light artillery,
Barry was shot in the shoulder.
After treatment in a makeshift
hospital, he was taken prisoner
when the Germans eventually
overran the town. He was taken to

He was well
known as an artist in
Somerset and as 
a teacher in 
north Devon...

“ “

Harry was 
for over 30 years a
highly respected chief
examiner for
the Welsh J.E.C.

“ “

Meanwhile, Burton Grammar
School had transferred to a 
new building in Winshill, and in
1958, another new headmaster,
wanting to strengthen the maths
department, and learning of
Harry’s reputation, invited him
back to head it.

Initially it was a job he 
relished, setting the highest
academic standards and seeing 
his pupils achieve considerable
success, but his time there was 
also to include the transition to
comprehensive education, 
which Harry saw as ‘one of the
greatest howlers the government 
has ever made’. His plea for 
early retirement was declined 
and in his later years at 
Abbot Beyne, he felt 
deeply frustrated.

https://taunton.web-intouch.com  



Old Tauntonian Review

As well as teaching, Harry was for
over 30 years a highly respected
chief examiner for the Welsh J.E.C.,
responsible for the ‘Ordinary
Alternative’ maths paper, at a level
between ‘O’ and ‘A’.

In 1971, Helen, who taught
German at the Technical College
and Girl’s High School, was killed
in a car accident. He mourned her
for over seven years before, in
1978, meeting Dianne Bates, an
English teacher at the Girl’s High
School, who was to become his
second wife.

Harry was a Christian who sang
regularly in his church choir, and a
sportsman who loved rugby,
football and golf, which he played
to the end. He was a gentleman in
the widest sense of the term. 
He was greatly respected by pupils
and parents, as well as a large
circle of friends both at home 
and in Austria. His high and
demanding standards influenced
for the good the lives of many. �

Roy Thomas Bartlett
(Senior Day Boys 1929-36)
23 March 1920 –
29 September 2012

Following early retirement from
the NatWest Bank, Roy enjoyed a
spell working for the merchant
bank, Anthony Gibbs, before
joining the staff of the Law School
of Exeter University in 1976,
teaching Revenue Law pertaining
to Trusts.

Further retirement in 1985, work
at the University continued as
Hon. Research Fellow and
parttime lecturer until 1998. He
served as General Commissioner
of Income Tax for many years, and
was Chairman of the Exeter
Division until 1994, retiring in
1995. During this period Roy also
served on the General
Commissioner Appointments
Committee for Devon. Roy was a
lifelong railway enthusiast,
particularly steam railways, and
pursued a keen interest in cricket.

(Brian Bartlett – son)  �

Alistar Hickman Stewart
(Somerset 1941-46)
5 September 1930 –
11 July 2012

My father was very proud to 
have been an Old Tauntonian. 
In fact, the last trip I made with
him was the weekend of 
Father’s Day 2011 to attend one 
of the school reunions he so 
loved. He took great pride in
showing me around the school
and especially the cricket 
field – the location for his one
moment of sporting triumph
which he never let anyone forget.

Born and brought up in Taunton,
he was the youngest of three boys
and the only one to get a
scholarship to Taunton School.
Being a widow, his mother
struggled to make ends meet and
so my father left school at 16 to
start work.

And so began a stellar sales and
marketing career in the
pharmaceutical industry which
saw him travelling to the four
corners of the globe. But it was his
trips to the Caribbean he loved 
the best.

When he retired, he realised he
had the chance to set up a business
giving him the opportunity to visit
the West Indies on a regular basis. 
His company – FFPS Caribbean –
helped numerous businesses
throughout the UK begin export
relationships with most of the
islands over there. He also 
played a major role in a number of
trade missions to the Caribbean.

More recently, he became, a
sponsor of Chichester Theatre and
his favourite performance of all
time was the production of 
Singing In The Rain which has since
transferred to the West End. 
If my Dad hadn’t gone into sales,
he’d probably have ended up on
the stage himself as he was a
natural performer. In the forties
and fifties, he was a member 
of a popular comedy trio in
Somerset called The Crackpots. 
My father loved laughter and 
was always the life-and-soul of
any party.

Having a love of the sea, 
he moved to the South Coast
where he enjoyed many years
pottering around on boats. 
He also loved gardening and
especially growing vegetables
which he seemed to do on an 
epic scale.

He was a talented artist, had a play
‘what he wrote’ broadcast on
Radio 4 and could pretty much
turn his hand to anything.

In late 2011, he was diagnosed
with oesophageal cancer. 
Despite a brave battle which
included a month of intensive
radiation,he passed away in 
July 2012. 

He is very much missed by 
all his friends and family. 
Someone with as big a personality
as he had leaves an impossible-
to-fill place in people’s hearts 
and lives.

Sara Stewart – Stepdaughter �

Perran Penrose
(Wills East 1957-66)

Born in Exeter, 26th March 1920,
Roy attended Taunton School from
1929-36. He joined the Westminster
Bank Trustee Department in
December 1936, and served in 
the RAF Observer Corps, 
1940-46, and Army Emergency
Reserve 1955-58.

He became Chief Clerk at the
Birmingham branch of the
Westminster Trustee Dept. 
in 1951, followed by Manager 
at the Brighton branch in 1958.
After achieving an LLB External
Degree in 1961, he was called to
the Bar by the Inner Temple 
in 1963.

A move back to the West 
Country followed in 1967, 
and a Managership at the 
Taunton branch.

His company
– FFPS Caribbean –
helped numerous
businesses throughout
the UK begin 
export relationships
with most of 
the islands
over there.

“

“

While Perran
was an economist by
profession, he was 
at heart also
a teacher.

“ “

Perran Penrose, the Founding
Chair of Link Community
Development, passed away in
Cornwall on Tuesday 6 November
2012 at the age of 65.

Perran was an advisor to the first
Link Africa group which was
started by Cambridge students in
1989 and became the first chair of
Link Africa in June 1995, overseeing
the expansion of the organisation
to Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, South
Africa and Uganda over a period
of over twenty years.

While Perran was an economist by
profession, he was at heart also a
teacher, sharing his experience
with a wide range of people, with
a view to making real
improvements to the world that we
live in. He had a massive impact
on the work carried out by Link.
Link Community Development
(improving the quality of
education in Africa) works at all
levels of the education system –
with  communities, schools and
governments – to identify and
remove the obstacles to quality
education. Currently working in
rural districts of Ethiopia, Ghana,
Malawi, South Africa, and Uganda,
there is a demand for Link to
extend their work to other
countries. Link also works with
schools in England & Wales,
Ireland, Scotland and the USA. 
It builds support for development
and raises awareness of important
global issues through their Link
Schools Programme, as well as
raising funds and supporting their
work in sub-Saharan Africa. 

www.lcdinternational.org �
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Dr John Hugh Cole
(Somerset 1946-54)
14 September 1935 –
19 january 2013

John was born in Taunton to
Salvation Army parents. 
He was musically active from an
early age, taking piano lessons
from Herbert Knott, the organist 
at St. Mary’s, Taunton. 
His abilities and intelligence 
won him a scholarship to 
Taunton School – a life-altering
experience, completely
transforming his expectations and
playing to his strengths –
everything was done with
enthusiasm. Even then, he was
active in playing the piano,
organising the House Choir,
performing soloist roles,
competing in festivals and 
singing in the school choir. 
Shades of his life to come! 
His mother won the argument for
John to continue his studies at 
St. Thomas’s Hospital which was
chosen because of his high 
quality scholarship results. 
He joined both the Hospital choir
and that of All Saints Church
Margaret Street. 

In 1961 he came back to
Wellington to the Luson Surgery,
the obstetrics unit and cottage

hospital. He stayed in the
Wellington practice for nearly 40
years, during which time he
fought to save the cottage hospital
– and won – and became a major
figure in Somerset society. 
He never retired as such! At an 
age where most people would be
pleased to give up work he went
to work for the government as a
Benefits Agency Medical Service
examiner, only giving this up 
in 2008.

The list of societies he has
founded, been involved 
with or influenced is long. 
The Phoenix Singers, 
Wellington Amateur Operatic
Society, the Bell Choir, 
Taunton Amateur Operatic Society,
Somerset Opera, Taunton Choral
Society, Somerset Summer Chorus,
Proms in the Park. What have I
missed?  His last two loves which
have occupied him over the last 
years are Amici – his own 
choir – and Orchestra West
through which he gave us all
unforgettable music of the 
highest quality. In fact as a
member of his family said – 
a smile came to his face as he
pictured John already 
making plans for auditions 
from among the heavenly 
choirs and selecting 
the best for himself! 

He was a stalwart performer –
both on stage and the 
concert platform. 

He instigated a bursary 
system for young members of
Amici to develop ways of
supporting performance and
increasing their skills. He also 
sat on Taunton Association of
Performing Arts, The Brewhouse
Theatre and Arts Centre Trust, 
and was involved in the
discussions for the Odeon 
to be retained for Taunton 
as a performance space. 

He was a long standing member
of Rotary. He was given a 
High Sherriff’s Award earlier 
last year in recognition of his 
great and valuable services to 
the community.

He will be remembered 
as a senior statesman respected 
for his opinions, depth of
knowledge and an instigator 
of change. 

This is an abbreviated version 
of the tribute given by 

Hilary Marshall at 
John's Memorial Service �

Matthew Neville Compton
(Wills West 1983-87)
24 may 1970 –
11 january 2013

Matthew passed away at the age
of 42 after a long illness.

Matthew was an honest, loyal, fair
and gregarious man, blessed with
a ready wit and an easy charm. 
He made friendships early in his
life –  boarding at Taunton School –
which he sustained for the rest of
his life. Indeed, Matthew – known
to friends as ‘Dennis’ after the
great English cricketer Dennis
Compton – was the hub of a very
wide but very close social
network, including many OTs. 

At social occasions with colleagues
and friends he was almost always
the centre of attention; the source 
of endless amusing anecdotes 
and tales.

His love of sports – particularly
golf, cricket and rugby – led him to
travel the world with many of 
those friends and it was on one
such trip to San Francisco in 
July 2001, that he met his wife
Madeline Rubenstein. 

The two married in London 
in 2003 and shortly after 
completed their family circle 
with arrival of their son Nathan.
Matthew was a devoted father 
and husband and built a 
happy and fulfilling life in
Sacramento, where he passed 
on his love of sport and his 
vivacity to Nathan. 

The qualities that made 
Matthew such a good friend 
also served him well in the 
business community. Few could
resist the Compton charm, 
and so he developed a successful
career in telecommunications 
in both London and 
Northern California. 

His last years were complicated 
by his illness, but with the
unstinting support of his now 
even wider circle of family and
friends, he faced cancer with
stoicism and courage, without a
word of complaint or self-pity, 
often insulating his friends 
and family from the truth of 
his battle.

Matthew greatly enriched the 
lives of his friends, family and
colleagues and they will 
all miss him desperately. 

Ben Hunt – School House 1989 �
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He will be
remembered

as a senior statesman
respected for his 
opinions, depth of
knowledge and 
an instigator
of change.

“

“

Matthew
greatly

enriched the lives of
his friends, family 
and colleagues 
and they will all 
miss him
desperately.

“

“

John McNair
(Fairwater 1942-52)
21 november 1935 – 22 november 2012

John died when his car was submerged after
becoming wedged beneath a footbridge at
Chew Stoke, near Bristol – a victim of the
torrential rains and strong winds which
battered the country last autumn. His 4x4
was swept away as he apparently tried to
cross a swollen ford. Firefighters managed to
drag him from the vehicle but he went into
cardiac arrest on the way to hospital. 

A retired chartered accountant, and father of three, he had been
visiting his son James in Chew Stoke and was travelling home to
his farm in mid-Wales and his partner, Kathy. He was described as
“a fabulous guy, with a great sense of humour and energy.” �
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Ronald William Bellew
(School House 1941-1944)
21 november 1927 –
17 august 2012

Ron was proud of his time at
Taunton School. He was grateful
for gaining a County Scholarship
and reminisced about the
allotment he was given in the
School grounds and his pride in
his vegetables towards the war
effort. During his time at Taunton
School, Ron appeared in a
production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s
Trial by Jury which began a lifetime
interest in acting and musical
theatre. He later joined Taunton
Thespians and the Amateur
Operatic Society and excelled in
playing comedy rôles. 

In 1949 Ron, now an articled clerk,
was employed at Somerset 
County Town Planning
Department as a draughtsman.
Ron married Old Weirfieldian
Sheila Olds in 1954 and they sailed
from Southampton the very next
day to begin a new life in Northern
Rhodesia (now Zambia), spending
4 happy years in Lusaka. 
Ron and Sheila then moved to
Southern Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe). Ron left the Town
Planning Dept in 1967 for
Salisbury City Valuation Dept
where he remained until 1983,
becoming Deputy City Valuator.

Ron gave many years of pleasure
to audiences in comedies, musicals

and opera, brushing 
shoulders with professionals
such as Moira Lister and
Norman Wisdom.

In 1983 they reluctantly 
returned to England when
Southern Rhodesia gained its
independence and moving in
1984 to a small North Devon
Village Ron joined the
Government Valuation and
Estates Department in
Barnstaple until his retirement
in 1993.

Upon retirement, Ron took 
up painting as a hobby and 
produced some impressive work
in oils, water colours and pencil
drawings until his eyesight
deteriorated. With his loss of
hearing, also a great handicap, 
he was unable to participate in
local musical activities – 
sadly giving the impression 
of a quiet, reserved person,
which didn’t match 
his personality. �

Ron gave
many 

years of pleasure to
audiences in comedies,
musicals
and Opera.

“ “



Four Taunton School students have received offers of places at
Oxford or Cambridge. oliVer kelham, who left in the summer,
has an unconditional place to read History at St. Anne’s, Oxford 
while  three others have conditional offers from Cambridge. 
GeorGe hallaS is heading towards St. John’s, also to read
History; auDrey SeBaTinDira (Law) and jeremy SoPer
(Maths) hold offers from Trinity Hall and Queens’ respectively. 
Our heartiest congratulations go to these four who are evenly
distributed between A level and IB. They have all worked
enormously hard for their success: ability and talent on their own
are not enough.

Plaudits should also go to the
expert and hard working
teachers who have given so
much extra time to help
prepare all of this year’s
candidates, successful or
otherwise. The interview
reports, which all applicants
write, clearly demonstrate
how well prepared our
students felt and paid tribute
to the support received 
from teachers.

All of this year’s ten candidates were interviewed. 
This constitutes an achievement in itself nowadays given the 
50% rise in applications over the past ten years and the much
greater degree of selection, at Oxford particularly, before the
interview stage. Taunton School runs a comprehensive Oxbridge
programme now starting in year 9. 

There are also many valuable academic extension activities run
through departments which can be of huge benefit to aspiring
Oxbridge applicants and others. Ambitious students are strongly
encouraged to take advantage of these and to try to follow in the
footsteps of Oliver, George, Audrey and Jeremy.

mark chatterton – head of history �

SCHOOL NEWS

TAUNTON School student joDie DiBBle is currently taking
another step closer to being a member of the full England women’s 
cricket team.

Jodie, who is studying for her A-levels, is a member of the England
Academy’s trip to Sri Lanka from March 2nd to 15th.

It is her third spell with the
Academy, which feeds the
senior squad, after previous
visits to India and South Africa
and caps her recovery 
from a shoulder operation 
in September.

The squad is based in Colombo
and is playing a series of
matches against Sri Lankan
boys’ teams.

“I’m delighted to be called up – it was very unexpected because I have been
out injured,” said Jodie, who has been at Taunton School since Year 8
and is head of Woodyer girls’ boarding house. 

The trip means her A-level studies at Taunton School will be slightly
interrupted but she is determined to keep on top of her academic
work during the time away.

“I’ll be taking work with me and will also be keeping in touch with my
teachers via email,” she added. “We will have time set aside for studying
while away and I will have a week back at school to catch up before the
Easter holidays.”

Jodie, who played for England Under-17s and whose brother Adam
plays for Somerset, has also negotiated her own sponsorship deal.

She is being backed by B3 Cricket, a bespoke bat manufacturer 
based in Nottingham, who will be providing her with a range of 
kit and equipment.

Taunton School’s headmaster, Dr John Newton, said: “I am so proud of
Jodie. She has led many teams in the school with integrity and dedication.” 

“She has bravely battled back from injury and is now back on an upward
trajectory. We wish her every success.” �

THE GLEAMING 
SPIRES BECKON

JODIE DIBBLE’S 
CRICKETING COMEBACK
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They have all
worked enormously
hard for their success:
ability and talent on
their own are
not enough.

“

“

I’m delighted
to be called up –
it was very unexpected
because I have been
out injured.

“ “

Ollie Kelham George Hallas Audrey Sebatindira Jeremy Soper

Jodie Dibble is pictured 
outside Taunton School
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CHARLIE WINS A BAFTA OT OVER 50s GOLF TEAM
WORPLESDON GOLF CLUB:

A STUDENT from Taunton School received the red carpet treatment
and came away with a coveted BAFTA.

15 year old charlie huTTon-PaTTemore (Marshall) attended
the glistening ceremony in London on Sunday, November 25th and
rubbed shoulders with a number of star names.

They included Harry Potter 
and Hollyoaks actress Anna
Shaffer, who presented the
BAFTA to him. 

The BAFTA Young Game
Designers initiative, which is 
in its third year, aims to inspire
the game designers and 
game-makers of the future, 
by giving young people aged
11-16 the chance to design 

and create their own video game and develop it with 
industry professionals. 

With his winning game, Vaccum Panic (aka Suck it), 
Charlie will now get to work with experts from the University 
of Abertay, Dundee.

He will also visit SCE 
London Studio, makers 

of the BAFTA Award-
winning eyeToy® and

SingStar® franchises.

The winners’ entries
were chosen from

hundreds across 
the UK by a jury of games
industry professionals,
educationalists 
and celebrity gamers.

Vacuum Panic 
requires players to
vacuum a series of
rooms before their 
mum gets home, 
while avoiding 

various hazards 
which trigger 

time-wasting mini games. 

The jury, chaired by Harvey Elliott,
Managing Director & COO at
Marmalade, and Chair of 

BAFTA’s Children’s and Games Committees, described 
the game as “a stylish design to make the mundane into a fun, 
rewarding experience”.

Charlie Hutton-Pattemore said on receiving the BAFTA Young Game
Designers Game Concept Award: “It was really good fun for me to work
on this game idea and it’s a dream come true to win. I’m really pleased that
I entered!”

Presenting the award, Anna Shaffer said: “I was amazed by the quality
of entries this year, but Vacuum Panic really stood out and I think Charlie
will go far. I wish I’d had the opportunity to enter something like this when 
I was younger!” �
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It was really
good fun for me to
work on this game idea
and it’s a dream come
true to win.

“ “
Charlie Hutton Pattemore with Harry Potter 
and Hollyoaks actress Anna Shaffer, who 
presented the BAFTA to him

L-R: Richard Norris, Martin Knight, 
Andy Horne, Mike Turner, 
Olly Hyland, David Morgan 
and Geoff Boyce at the Cyril Gray 
Tournament in June 2012

The Cyril Gray Tournament,
founded in 1971, 
is open to members 
of the Public Schools’ 
Golfing Society. 

Over 50 teams of 6 
foursomes play this 
scratch event (no handicap)
at the Worplesdon 
Golf Club every year in 
late June. Our OT team is

made up of 12 handicap or better. This year the event begins on 
27th June. 

If you live near Guildford and would like to support – we’d love 
to see you! �

If you live
near Guildford 
and would like to 
support – we’d love 
to see you!

“

“

Photograph the QR code 
above with a smartphone to 
connect to OTs Online.
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HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING?
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In October, the School was privileged to welcome
hoWarD GooDall cBe, to conduct the
premiere of the  Taunton School Anthem
commissioned in 2012. The sacred choral work,
based on Psalm 145, was composed by Mr Goodall
specifically for the Chapel Choir and its
Choirmaster, David Bridges.

Mr Goodall, an Emmy, Brit and BAFTA award 
winner, wrote the theme tunes for Blackadder, 
The Vicar of Dibley and Red Dwarf. He was
England’s first-ever National Ambassador for
Singing, Classical Brit Composer of the Year and
Classic FM’s Composer-in-Residence.  He was
appointed CBE in the 2011 New Year Honours for
services to music education.

It is the first time Taunton School has had its 
own anthem and the work was commissioned by 
Old Tauntonians Dr alan morGan (Fairwater
1949) and his wife Mary, jan nuTTall (Weirfield
School & Babbingly 1975) and henry keelinG
(School House 1974). 

February was a busy month for the Chapel Choir
as they made a professional recording in the
Chapel (see details below) and sang Evensong in 
Exeter Cathedral.

a recording 
of the Taunton 
School anthem
(together with 
10 other tracks 
including 
“For all the Saints”)
is now available 
for purchase.
contact David Bridges 
at: david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk
for further details.

The Chapel Choir singing 
Evensong in Exeter Cathedral

The Chapel Choir 
in Exeter Cathedral

Howard Goodhall conducting the Chapel Choir
at the world premiere of the Taunton School Anthem

Photo taken during 
the recording session.

Left to right: Dr John Newton, Dr Alan Morgan (1949), 
Howard Goodall CBE, Jan Nuttall (1975) and
Henry Keeling (1974)




