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LET THERE BE LIGHT!
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On Sunday 24th November 2013, the Chapel
was enhanced by a stunning stained glass
window, depicting the school as it is today 

and the breadth of opportunities open to its pupils. 

The window in the north transept, designed by 
Stuart Low and installed by Bristol Stained Glass, 
was the generous gift, in association with the 
Old Tauntonian Trust, of the Mead, Langford and 
James families; five generations of the family 
attended the school from Theophilus Mead, 
who came in 1870, down to the last member, who left in 1996. 

Many members of the family came together with the boarding community,
parents, Old Tauntonians and Friends of the School when the window was
dedicated to the glory of God in a magnificent service; the prayer of

dedication was led by the guest preacher, 
the Very Reverend Dr Alec Knight, OBE 
(School House 1958 and Taunton School Chaplain

1968-74) , now the retired Dean of Lincoln. 

Dr Knight explained to the congregation that
just as the window lets in light and colour, so we
should be windows through which the light of
God’s love and goodness shines. (An extract
from his sermon is printed below.)

The service began with the Chapel Choir singing
Bruckner’s ‘Locus iste’. Later in the service, the
Choir sang The Taunton School Anthem, based on
Psalm 145 and commissioned in 2012 for the

school from Howard Goodall CBE, and the
Preparatory School Choir sang ‘Thou art God’

by Henry Bourne. 

The organist was David Bridges and the choirs were conducted by David,
Mark Cracknell and Jayne Hornsby. The Headmaster and Head Girl read the
lessons while people representing different parts of the school community,
from governors to pupils, introduced the prayers.  The service ended with a
rousing singing of ‘Shine, Jesus, shine’, beautifully expressing the theme 
of light, which pervaded the service.

Extract from Dr Knight’s sermon:

…Light coming through your new stained glass window carries 
a message. It tells all who see it that this school community is all 
about enabling its members to achieve their full potential, whether 
that be academic, artistic or on the sports field. It is there to remind 
and to inspire. Come in at night when there is no light from outside 
you won’t see anything, you won’t get the message. During the day, 
what the window does is to take the pure, white light from outside 
and each piece of glass according to its colour by absorbing different 
bits of the spectrum forming the pattern that carries the message. 
The pure, white light is God who, like the sun, is so bright a light that 
you cannot look directly at Him. You are the pieces of coloured glass 
catching and absorbing the light that is God and reflecting it to convey the 
message. You can then become the person God wants you to be, realising your 
full potential and making this community a place in which it is good to be. 
That is a real challenge, and that’s why Jesus said, “Let your light shine 
amongst those with whom you live so that when they get the message 
they will give praise to the God of Heaven.” (Matthew Ch.5) �



Peter Berrington 
(School House 1937)
peterberr@uvtomail.com   

Peter likes to keep in contact with
Taunton School and OT news via
the OT Secretary. Peter sent this
photo of himself (aged 95) with 
his dog ‘Brooke’ (aged 14) 
after having enjoyed their daily 
one mile walk together! 
Peter says: “My favourite school
activity was working with Dr Harold
Birchall on the British Bulldog
aeroplane housed in the hangar at 
the bottom of the playing fields.” �

Barbara Jefford OBE 
(Weirfield School 1945)

Film buffs 
may have

spotted Old
Weirfieldian
Barbara
Jefford in 

the 2013 Oscar
nominated 

film, Philomena.
Barbara plays the evil Sister
Hildegard starring alongside 
Dame Judi Dench and Steve
Coogan. Philomena is the story 
of a woman who was forced to 
sign away the rights to her child
when her family sends her to a
convent for pregnant teenagers.
After spending three years loving
him, he is adopted never to be 
seen again. 

In 1965, Barbara was awarded the
OBE for service to the theatre, 
the youngest ever recipient of 
the award. To view Barbara’s
extensive radio, stage and 
screen performances, 
follow the link to
http://unitedagents.co.uk/
barbara-jefford �

James Hickman 
(Marshall 1984)

James qualified as
a doctor in

London in
1989 and,
after
completing

his GP
training in

Shropshire,
returned to Somerset in 1994. In
addition to General Practice, James
developed a special interest in pre-
hospital emergency care, working
alongside the ambulance service as
part of a group of volunteer
doctors called SAVES (Somerset
Accident Voluntary Emergency
Service). In November 2011, James
was Medical Commander at the
M5 multiple-vehicle accident and
fire, for which he received an
Ambulance Service Institute
Award. In 2013 he also received a
BBC 999 Award for rescuing a
patient by amputating his arm high
in the roof space of an industrial
complex. He is an examiner for the
Faculty of Pre-hospital Care at the
Royal College of Surgeons in
Edinburgh and, as a Member of the
UK International Search and

Rescue Team, deployed to the
Sumatran Earthquake in 2009 and
the Japanese Earthquake and
Tsunami in 2011. In October 2013
James was elected Chairman of the
British Association for Immediate
Care (BASICS). �

John Courtney 
(Fairwater 1967)
john@bobblehat.co
Having previously worked for
Aquascutum as Sales Manager, 
and Sales Director of Bray Leino

Events, John is
now Director of

Bobblehat Ltd. 

Bobblehat
‘Helps Brands

express
themselves in

all sorts of places
and spaces’ specialising in
designing 3-dimensional solutions
for leading brands advising and
delivering exhibition stands, retail
concessions, pop-up shops and
stand-alone stores. Based in
Barnstaple, Bobblehat work within
the UK, Europe, and Globally.   

www.bobblehat.co �

Simon Nicholson 
(Wills East 1973)
nicholsons.home@hotmail.co.uk 

After 35 years in the Royal Navy
and then 4 years sailing about on
their yacht, Simon and his wife
Jeannette have finally moved
inland and found a secure berth in
Norton Fitzwarren. Simon now
works part time at Taunton School
as a Coach Driver. Simon said:
“Whilst slightly unusual employment
for an ex-RN Commander, lazily doing
nothing on a military pension was
never an option. It is great to be part of
Taunton School. There is a strong and
focussed sense of purpose that pervades
all levels of Team TS. What could be
better than driving top-class sports
players, watching their matches and
then getting a free cup of tea and a
sticky bun? Brilliant!” �

Mark Stodgell 
(Goodland 1990)
mark.stodgell@bimacademy.ac.uk
Mark’s Building Information
Modelling (BIM) career in
Architecture and Construction
started at Taunton School when the
Design Technology Department
gained an AutoCAD Computer

Aided Design
system in 1989.

As former IT
Director at
Pozzoni

Architects,
Mark now has

over 20 years
experience in the construction IT
sector and has been a leading
figure in supporting the UK
government mandate for BIM
through his leadership of the North
West Regional BIM Hub and other
support groups including
BIM4SMEs.

In September 2013, he started a
new role as Technical Director of
BIM Academy which was founded
by Northumbria University and
Ryder Architecture in 2010 as a
centre of excellence to support
industry through research and
development, education and
consultancy. In the last two years,
BIM Academy has built a
reputation for authoritative and
impartial strategic advice and
project implementation for clients
such as Quintain, NBS, Newcastle
and Cambridge Universities and
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UPDATES

Ornella Dormer 
(Bevan 2011) 
contact@ornella-bianca.co.uk 
Ornella (above left) graduated from Ballymaloe Cookery School in
2011. She went on to graduate in the top three from Le Cordon Bleu in
Paris, receiving her Patisserie Diploma in 2013. She has established
Ornella-Bianca Patisseries in a beautiful, hand-crafted kitchen in
Kingston St Mary, Taunton. When Ornella was in Le Cordon Bleu in
Paris, they had a visit from Mary Berry while making a documentary
about her life. Mary asked Ornella where she was from and when
Ornella mentioned Taunton School Mary Berry was quick to point
out that her husband was an Old Tauntonian – Paul Hunnings 
(Wills West 1950).

www.ornella-bianca.co.uk �
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Berkeley Homes (Capital), as well
as clients in Hong Kong and the
Middle East. The construction
industry’s growing realisation of
the significant business benefits of
BIM, combined with the UK
government mandate have led to a
surge in demand for the impartial
service which BIM Academy offers.

www.bimacademy.ac.uk �

James Kennedy 
(Goodland ’00 and 
Ian Brewer Marshall ’01)
jrkennedy@doctors.org.uk 
ianwbrewer@yahoo.co.uk 

Ian, former head of sports medicine
at Somerset Cricket Club and
James, a doctor with an interest in
sports injuries, have established an
injury and wellbeing clinic in the
centre of Taunton.

The partnership is founded on the
great friendship formed during
their time together on the sports
field at Taunton School. 
“We are extremely grateful for the
opportunities we were provided during
our time at TS, and hope to maintain 
a strong link with the school in 
the future.”

The Crescent Clinic provides a
professional and confidential
service for sporting and everyday
injuries. Visit the website or call the
team to find out more about the
services they provide.

The Crescent Clinic, 
9 The Crescent, Taunton, TA1 4EA
www.thecrescentclinic.co.uk �

Kait Weston (née Yates) 
(Bevan 1993)
kmw@shrewsbury.org.uk 

Back in October 2013 Shrewsbury
School played host to a sports tour
from Pembroke House, a Prep
School in Kenya. Kait said: “I was
more than happy to be able to put up a
member of their staff in my boarding
house and was even more delighted to
find out that this PE teacher, Coco
Bartlett (Weirfield 2005), was a fellow
OT. It was great to be able to hear
about her life in Africa and reminisce
about life in Somerset.” �
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As I write this, the rain is
once again pouring
down and the dreadful

flooding that exists is very
much in my mind. On several
occasions I have seen interviews
on television with OTs who live
on the Somerset Levels and
whose lives have been
adversely affected by the floods.
With much of the Thames
Valley now affected – as well as
other parts of the country –
it seems inevitable that more
members of our Association will
be suffering: my thoughts are
with them.

Following my words in the last
Review, an OT President’s Youth
Fund has been established, the
aim being to subsidise younger
Old Tauntonians to attend our
events. I am enormously
grateful to all of those who
contributed to that fund. 
It currently stands at over
£3,500 – but is still open. 
If you would like to donate 
and have not yet done so, 
do let me, or David Bridges,
know. Incidentally, all who
contributed should have
received a personal
acknowledgment from me, 
but there were some difficulties
obtaining the details from the
account, so please contact the
OT office if you have not
received my thanks for 
your generosity.

Having attended, and enjoyed,
the Cornish Club lunch and
then the Western Branch event,
it was disappointing – through
no fault of those involved – that
the Welsh Club dinner had to be
postponed. But I was delighted,
though unable to attend myself,
that the London Club dinner
took place this year and was, by
all accounts, a great success. 
It was cancelled in 2012 due to

lack of numbers, but the good
turn out in 2013 was pleasing
and a date is already set for
2014: I shall be there this time!

Additionally, it has been good
to attend a number of events at
the School: the OTs and School
rugby early in the year; the
opening of the new Durrant
Astro pitch which attracted
many OTs old and new to play
and watch; and the spectacular
School production of Cats held
at the Brewhouse. I still fondly
recall being involved in the
‘Carmen’ production in the 
early 1980s, the first time the
Brewhouse was used by 
Taunton School!

The theme of my inaugural
address last year was to
encourage younger OTs to
attend events and become
involved in the life of the
Association. With that in mind, 
I do hope that many of you, of
all ages, will come to the annual
reunion in May, where, amongst
other things, you will have the
opportunity to meet up with
‘older’ staff – people like 
Neil Mason, Simon Hogg, 
Mark Chatterton, Rob Abell, 
Mike Cook…and maybe even
go in to see their classes! 

I also hope you will put this
date in your diary – Friday 13th
February 2015 – which is the
biennial President’s Dinner. 
Plans are for this to take place at
the Palace of Westminster,
thanks to the support of local
MP, Jeremy Browne. There will
be further details published in
due course, but we anticipate
the event will be popular so
make your booking early!

Finally, following the new
process of appointing the
President of the Association, 

I have pleasure in announcing
that Richard Willacy
(Wills West 1981) has been
nominated as President Elect for
2015. Having accepted the
nomination, there will be the
opportunity to ratify Richard’s
appointment at the AGM in
May. Richard (pictured below)
has been a former Secretary of
the OT London Club and a
prominent golfer in the OT Golf
side for the Halford Hewitt
Competition over the past 
30 years. He is a retired 
company Director.

I look forward greatly to seeing
many of you in May when,
surely, the sun will at last 
be shining! �

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Howard Shaw
(School House 1953)

We featured Howard’s latest novel
in the August 2013 OT Review. 
Howard writes: “I am offering 50%
to Taunton School funds for any
copies (£8.99) purchased through
David Bridges at the school.” 

Tel: 01823 703158 
ots@tauntonschool.co.uk �

BETRAYAL IN BURGUNDYDavid Elworthy 
(School House 
1980)
Congratulations 
to David who was 
awarded an 
OBE in 
the 2014 
New Year 
Honours for 
his services 
to protective 
security during 
his career with the 
police service. �
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Derek Edmund Teden (School House 1930-33) represented
England at rugby in three matches: against Wales, Scotland and
Ireland. He played for Richmond and also the Barbarians. His
three matches for the BaaBaas came in 1937-1939 against
Swansea, Cardiff and East Midlands.

Pilot Officer Derek Teden, attached to 206 Squadron, Royal Air
Force, died during WW2 on 15th October 1940 aged 24. 
His name appears on the Runnymede Memorial, in Surrey. 

Teden, along with the rest of his crew took off that October
night in a Lockheed Hudson with orders to carry out a SA5
patrol. This meant flying in a figure of eight pattern over the
North Sea and was essentially a reconnaissance mission to give
early warning of any seaborne invasion. The operational plan
for this mission involved Teden and his crew being on station
by 2300, flying two circuits and then returning to their base.
Teden, his aircraft and crew were never seen again, and no trace
of them was found despite a concerted search over their
operational area the following day. Although their fate is
unknown, and may have been due to mechanical failure rather
than enemy action, it was considered most likely by the
squadron’s commanding officer that they encountered a
German night fighter patrol and were shot down. �

5 YEARS AGO: 2009
• Girls’ hockey and netball teams toured Singapore and Malaysia;

Design Technology Department visited Munich to study 
design techniques

• 1st XI had fantastic season sweeping the board at 
Ampleforth Cricket Festival

• Taunton International Study Centre became 
Taunton School International

25 YEARS AGO: 1989
• All mourned the death of Roger Smith, Housemaster of Evans,

History teacher and school rugby and cricket coach, at early 
age of 40.

• Chapel Choir toured Northern Spain
• Foxcombe changed from boys’ to girls’ house

50 YEARS AGO: 1964
• Dr Leslie Marshall (OT) School Doctor since 1930 retired –

succeeded by Philip Penny (OT) who completed 62 years of 
medical service before retiring in 1992

• Dramatic Society produced The Alchemist by Ben Jonson
• Renewed interest in athletics; Sports Day revived after 4 fallow years

75 YEARS AGO: 1939
• 1st XV unbeaten in school matches
• H. A. Clark reached national final of schoolboy tennis 

championships at Queen’s Club
• Floodlit Tattoo held on Parade Ground
• Headmaster Crichton-Miller called up to serve in WW2

100 YEARS AGO: 1914
• OT  Silver Jubilee Dinner held in London
• War broke out while OTC at summer camp in Aldershot
• By autumn the OTC had 3 officers and 238 cadets; 

regular field training held in the grounds of Norton Manor

150 YEARS AGO: 1864
• Governors advertised for a site to build a new school

ECHOES FROM THE PAST

MEMORIES ARE MADE 
OF THESE...

Thanks to Simon Nicholson 
(Wills East 1973)
for these photographs.

SCHOOL 
ARCHIVIST

Former Modern
Languages teacher,
John Brown, 
has taken on a 
new part-time 
role as School
Archivist. 
Having written
Independent

Witness, the history of the first
150 years of Taunton School, 
in 1997, he is well-placed to 
look after the school’s historical
artefacts. John is happy to deal
with any queries about the
School’s history or personal
requests to research family 
connections with Taunton
School. He has already had
enquiries from places as far off
as Norway and Australia! 

He can be contacted by email at
archivist@tauntonschool.co.uk �
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Third place in the competition,
which went to Mollie last year,
was awarded to another TS
student, Anya Lee, who plays
the viola. Dr Newton added: 
“I also congratulate Anya on her
impressive performances. Her third
place against very stiff competition
was richly deserved. She made her
pieces come alive and that is what
performance at the highest levels is
all about.” 

Mark Cracknell, Director of
Music, said: “Both Mollie and
Anya are very talented musicians
who have worked incredibly hard to
attain the high standards they have
reached. Both presented their
musically and technically
challenging programmes in a
thoroughly professional way,
maintaining composure and poise
through a lovely mix of beautiful
lyricism and fast virtuoso playing.

Music is ultimately about the
quality of sound produced. Both
Molly and Anya have developed
this to a high level, making their
instruments sing, really capturing
the essence of the music. We feel
very fortunate to have these two
wonderful musicians as part 
of our thriving music
department. They are two of
our many talented pupils
who I am sure will go on to
great things in the future. 
It is a fantastic achievement
for the school to have
two students in the
running from only
five selected 
in Somerset.”

Taunton School has
also seen two other
students finish in
the top three over the
past few years. �

T aunton School student
Mollie Stallard fought off
strong competition to win

the title of Taunton Young
Musician of the Year 2014. 

Mollie, who plays the bassoon,
started her musical journey at
the age of six when she joined
the National Children’s
Orchestra of Great Britain for
two years, during which time
she played Principal Bassoon in
the BBC Proms this summer. 

Headmaster Dr John Newton
said: “I am so delighted for Mollie.
Her performance was exquisite. 
Few of us understand just how
much hard work such talented
musicians put into their
performances, and it is clear that
Mollie has not only huge talent, but
massive determination and self
discipline. I am very proud of her.” 

MUSICAL NOTES
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T aunton School’s recent production of CaTS at the
Brewhouse Theatre received rapturous reviews. 
It was the first show on the Brewhouse stage since

the 352-seat venue closed in February 2013 and a huge
amount of work – both behind the scenes and on 
stage – went into making it happen. 

The production received widespread coverage in the
media – including local TV and radio – with interviews
featuring the Headmaster Dr John Newton, Director of
Music Mark Cracknell, other members of staff and, 
of course, cast members. 

In her review of the show, 
the Somerset County Gazette’s Daisy
Blacklock said: “This was like no
school production I’d ever seen. 
The cast, miked up and donning
the definitive striking costumes of
the CaTS aesthetic, looked, sang
and danced like they’d come out
of a West End finishing school.” 

Dr Newton said: “What amazes
me is the quality of the 
detail: the excitement of the
choreography, the power of the
voices, the quality of the costumes. 
The delivery of a show to a
demanding public audience has
helped the pupils to develop backbone
and high standards. I congratulate the
whole team in proving that we can lift
pupils of school age to such a 
magnificent level of performance.” 

Musician of the Year for Mollie

“ “

We feel very fortunate
to have these two
wonderful musicians
as part of our thriving
music department

CATS at the Brewhouse
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Mollie Stallard

Anya Lee

Line-up of the cast of CATS at the Brewhouse



not value something that has an educational ethos (what on earth, to
them, does that mean to a London based scribbler?) and is different
and challenging to our traditional exam system that they only just
about understand – A-levels. 

Thirdly, they cannot be manipulated. Some schools live or die by
what they say in public about their exam results. Imagine the
perverse temptations such a school endures when the schools
themselves are the ones to send their results to the Independent
Schools Council for forwarding to the papers.  We all know how a
bonus or incentive culture can warp minds. The independent sector,
from my own experience, is the same. 

The Government league tables derive their information from the
exam boards themselves. There is no middle stage when a school 

can pre-digest them. Thus, I suggest that if you have a chance to go
on-line, you may be surprised by how we stack up against

schools perhaps viewed as more prestigious. 

Taunton School parents are clever enough to know
that we get the right result for each student. We
do not manipulate children and data to our own

ends. In that sense we are an honourable place
doing a great job for each child according to their

ability. That is what education is about and these
league tables tell me that Taunton School is better than its rivals. �

OLD TAUNTONIAN ASSOCIATION

Photo:

FROM THE HEADMASTER
DAMNED LIES AND...

I trust that the world is savvy
enough by now to sift inaccurate
or misleading information from

the true. Taunton School has had a 
chance to do just that with the
publication of the Government’s
own exam performance 
tables, 2013. 

We like these tables 
for several reasons:

First of all, they show
us in our proper light in
comparison with other
schools – something that
league tables were originally

conceived to do. Being top at U6 and second at Y11 for two of the last
three years, in terms of what the average pupil at Taunton School
achieves compared to the other independent schools in town, justifies
all the hard work my pupils and staff put into their studies. 

Secondly, these league tables cannot be escaped. Schools can opt out
of the ones in the national newspapers. I confess that we do, because
of the way they treat our IB results. The Times and the Telegraph are
deliberately snooty about anything European or International, and do

Headmaster John Newton
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IT’S ALL RELATIVE...
Letter from Paul Reed
(Somerset 1956)

TAKAPUNA TURTLES

Sponsored by Sustainable Drainage Systems Limited
(www.sdslimited.com), the OT Rugby 7s Squad
‘Takapuna Turtles’ entered the Bournemouth 7s over 

the May Bank Holiday in 2013, making it through to the 
semi-finals of this prestigious tournament. The team enjoyed
this weekend and created many lasting memories. 

Tim Thompson said: “In 2013 we entered the West Country 7s 
tournament in Keynsham. We won the men’s open in our group 
and proceeded into the semi-finals. Unfortunately, Filton Old Boys
proved too strong for us.”

Members of the squad include: Jon Roberts (Captain), 
George Gauntlett, Tim Thompson, Andrew Ford, Rob Hayes,
Stuart Heal, Liam Cullen, Ali MacLauchlan, Sam Tank, 
Matt Roberts and John Pincock.

The team is looking for further sponsorship (up to £1000) 
to help with entry for other tournaments and Tim would be
delighted and grateful to hear from any OTs who may be 
able to offer financial support.

tim-thompson12@hotmail.com �

Brian Jones

Paul Reed

Sir

After reading the article in the August 2013 OT Review
about five generations of the Mead family attending
Taunton School, it might be interesting to find out how
many other OTs were pupils at TS at the same time as
an uncle. I was at TS at the same time as my uncle,
Brian Jones, Senior Day Boys 1948. �

“

“
We are an honourable place doing a great
job for each child according to their ability.
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THE LARGE THREE PEAKS 
AND GOLF CHALLENGE
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During the first week of August 2013, Clive Large (Fairwater ’75)
and myself, Alex Large (Marshall ’06), both now Maths
teachers, completed an enjoyable variation of the Three Peaks

Challenge, which involved climbing Snowdon, Scafell Pike and 
Ben Nevis intertwined with a round of golf near each venue over a
period of six days.

Snowdon was climbed via the Ranger Route. Most of the climb was in
good weather, but it did rain near the top. On the way down there was
a wintery squall with winds up to 30 mph, before the sky eventually
cleared. We visited Caenarfon and went over the Menai Bridge to visit
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch on
Anglesey. The golf the next day was at the North Wales Golf Course 
in Llandudno. The rain was blowing in off the sea making conditions
extremely difficult on the links course. In fact we were the only two
golfers out on the course. I won after a surprisingly good round!

Scafell Pike was climbed on a fine day from the north via the
Seathwaite route. The panoramic view from the summit was
spectacular with views of Scotland and the Isle of Man. That evening
we took a trip down to Morecambe to watch the ‘Shrimps’ beat 
Wolves 1-0 in the league cup. The scenery for golf the following 
day at Keswick Golf Course was beautiful with views of the 
northern Lake District peaks in the sunshine. Clive played some 
better golf that day. He had an early lead, helped by a birdie at 
the 6th hole, and held on to
win over the last few
demanding holes.

We next stayed at a pleasant 
guest house in Fort William
with views of Ben Nevis. 
There was still snow high
up on the rugged north 
face, despite the hot
summer. Ben Nevis was
climbed on a fine day 
with good visibility via 
the common mountain
route and the views of 
the Scottish western 
isles and highlands 
were breath-taking. 
The deciding golf 
match was played at  
Fort William Golf Course
at the base of the mountain. 
The heathland provided different 
challenges to the two other courses, especially if you 
hit the ball into the rough. The scores were close, 
but Clive eventually won, as I was let down by
some weak chipping. One remarkable fact about
the golf was that we played 52 holes before either
one of us went into a bunker.

It turned out to be a memorable 
six days, climbing 3406m (11,175ft) 
in total. I set a personal record of
23,500 steps on the day that 
we climbed Ben Nevis. 
We played three beautiful golf
courses with wonderful seaside
and mountainous views. 
We thoroughly recommend the
trip to other OTs!

Alex Large �

Keswick Golf Course

Halfway up 
Ben Nevis

MEET OUR
MEN OVERSEAS
T aunton School has notched up a

remarkable record of producing pupils
who are now representing Britain overseas

on behalf of The Queen.

No fewer than five Old Tauntonians 
are acting as HM Ambassadors or 
High Commissioners – headed by Sir Peter
Westmacott, who is ‘our man’ in the USA.

Dr John Newton, Headmaster, said: 
“Pupils and parents sometimes underestimate 
the reach and effectiveness of a Taunton School
education. We are not only well represented in
many top professions, as this story illustrates, 
but are clear in our messages to current pupils 
that we hope they will make a real difference to 
the world, whatever their chosen field of
endeavour may be.”

Taunton School’s Famous Five abroad 
are as follows:

Bruce Bucknell (Foxcombe 1980)
British Ambassador to Belarus

Tim Smart (Fairwater 1992)
British Ambassador to Madagascar

Sanjay Wadvani OBE (Wills East 1985)
British Ambassador to Turkmenistan

Dominic Meiklejohn OBE (Evans 1986)
British High Commissioner to 
Solomon Islands 

Sir Peter Westmacott KCMG, LVO 
(Foxcombe 1968) 
British Ambassador to the USA � Sir Peter Westmacott

Dominic Meiklejohn

Sanjay Wadvani

Tim Smart

Bruce Brucknell



OUT AND ABOUT

OLD WEIRFIELDIAN LUNCH 2013
Taunton School

CORNISH CLUB LUNCH 2013
Lanhydrock Golf Club

From left: Charlie Barnard (Murray ’93), 
OT President Hugh Todd 
and Michelle Craig (Murray ’85)
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Members of The Cornish Club enjoy lunch 
at Lanhydrock Golf Club

From left: Jill Gothard (née Thorne) 1974, 
Heidi French (née James) 1973 and 
Leslie-Ann Davis (née Rice) 1976
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(L to R):
Gareth, David 
and Jeremy

David Morgan (School House 1975) at his inaugural dinner
as Captain at Royal Wimbledon Golf Club 2013/14. 
David is pictured here with his sons, Gareth and Jeremy.
David is also Chairman of the Harlequin FC. �

Gordon Brigg, Tony Howe, Olly Hyland, John Cookman,
Nigel Collins and I had our 5th Annual Reunion, ostensibly
a walking break at Bury St Edmunds. This was as enjoyable
as ever. We visited the beautiful Abbey and St Mary’s Church
(the latter houses the tomb of Mary, Henry VIII’s 
favourite sister) and  had a most enjoyable tour of 
Greene King’s Brewery.  

We were all in Loveday House, between 1956-59 when we
were 11 to 14 years old. Our decision to hold our own annual
reunion came about during a 1960s Leavers’ Reunion held at
the School in 2007, when some, but not all, had not met or
spoken to each other since leaving in the early 60s. 

I meet up with Tony Mitchell, Loveday’s Assistant
Housemaster, quite regularly as he also lives in Solihull, with
his second wife, Zoe. Tony will be remembered for his
singing in the choir and his hockey coaching and the
subsequent improvement of the inter-schools hockey, prior to
Richard Jowett joining the teaching staff.

Chris Ainley (School House 1963) �

CAMBRIDGE SOCIETY OF PARIS
Edward Bryant (Wills West
1958) is pictured here at 
the Cambridge Society of Paris
Annual Dinner with the 
Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge
University, Professor Sir 
Leszek Borysiewicz. 
Edward said: “As you can well
imagine, I told Boris – the name 

he prefers to be called - how I was advised by the Cambridge Careers
Department in 1962 to change my name from Berdichevsky, 
far easier to pronounce than his name which he has retained!  
Boris agreed the world is changing ever faster and shared my regret.”

Earlier this year, Edward met with
Rachida Dati, French politician and
Member of the European Parliament,
representing Île-de-France. 
Ms Dati was a spokesperson for
Nicolas Sarkozy during the French 
presidential election of 2007. 
After his victory, Sarkozy appointed

Ms Dati to his Government as Minister of Justice. She was
elected mayor of the 7th arrondissement of Paris. �

MINE’S A PINT

L-R: Chris Ainley, Tony Howe, Tour Guide, Nigel Collins, 
Olly Hyland, John Cookman and Gordon Brigg

Photo: Chris Davis
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ROYAL WIMBLEDON GOLF CLUB
INAUGURAL DINNER

OTs AT CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY

OTs currently studying at Cambridge University met at a 
Formal Dinner recently at Corpus Christi College. �

L-R: Jamie Wilman, David James, 
Caitlyn Blumgart, Zoe D’Avignon, 
George Hallas, Audrey Sebatindra, 
Matthew Hatfield

OT SOUTHERN CLUB 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2013
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MUSICAL OTs
The Academy of Ancient Music 
announces Jonathan Manners 
as its new Chief Executive

Previously Head of Music Administration at English
National Opera (ENO) Jonathan (Wills West 1997) took
up the Academy position in January 2014, replacing

Michael Garvey, who became Director of the BBC National
Orchestra of Wales. 

Jonathan has been at ENO since 2009, where he was initially
Orchestra Manager. Key responsibilities included overseeing
ENO’s Music Department (which incorporates the orchestra,
chorus, music library and all music staff), as well as leading
negotiations with the Musicians’ Union and Equity,
overseeing department budgets and liaising with the 
Music Director on programming.  

In 2010, Manners co-founded Resonus Classics, the world’s 
first solely digital classical music record label; he was responsible for
its business model and strategy as well as developing relationships 
with artists and creating brand presence. The recently released
Taunton School Chapel Choir CD was recorded and produced by
Resonus Classics. 

Prior to ENO, Jonathan was Tour Manager for Orchestre Révolutionnaire
et Romantique, the Monteverdi Choir and English Baroque Soloists,
working alongside Sir John Eliot Gardiner. He was also manager of
the organisation’s record label, Soli Deo Gloria. Earlier roles include
Artistic Director for the All Saints Festival and Assistant Artist
Manager at Hazard Chase. 

On his appointment
Jonathan said: 
“I am delighted to be the 
Academy of Ancient
Music’s Chief Executive
at such an exciting time 
in the organisation’s
history. I look forward
very much to leading the 
Academy of Ancient
Music in the chapter

beyond its 40th anniversary and to developing further the new record label,
Academy of Ancient Music Records, the association at the Barbican and
residency in Cambridge, and the orchestra’s international touring
programme. The organisation benefits from an exceptional administrative
team, and I am relishing the opportunity of working within such a 
strong organisation.” 

www.aam.co.uk �
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Operatic début
Rhiannon Llewellyn (Weirfield 2006)
rhiannonllewellyn@hotmail.co.uk

Rhiannon made her début recital at the Royal Opera House as the
Sandman in Garsington Opera’s Hansel and Gretel. 

As well as winning the Leonard Ingrams Award for most promising
young artist of 2013 she also won the Maggie Teyte Prize at the Royal
Opera House. This summer she will make her début at Longborough
Festival Opera as Armida in their production of Rinaldo. �

The art of piano playing
Chris Ma (Fairwater 2010)
mama_christopher@yahoo.co.uk 

Chris is currently finishing a 4-year undergraduate degree at the
Royal Academy of Music. He has spent the past few years improving
the art of piano playing as well as exploring many different musical

venues in London. During his time at the
Academy, Chris discovered that he has a
special interest in collaborative piano/piano
accompaniment; this became more apparent
as he is high in demand for work both in
and out of the Academy.

Chris auditioned and was accepted 
(with scholarship) to study Piano
Accompaniment at the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama where he will
continue his studies as a postgraduate
student in September. �

““I am delighted to be theAcademy of Ancient Music’s
Chief Executive at such an
exciting time in the 
organisation’s history.

CAREERS & MENTORING
Nearly 300 OTs responded to the recent
request from the Careers Department
regarding mentoring. Thank you.

If you feel able to help OTs or current
students by becoming a Mentor (either
via email, Skype or in person) please log
into OTs Online https://taunton.web-
intouch.com and follow the links to 
‘My Profile’. You’ll then find a section
on Employment which you can edit 

(and disclose). OTs and current pupils can then search on your
particular field of expertise. �

Chris Ma

Jonathan Manners

Hansel and Gretel



Old Tauntonian Lodge No 5735
Freemasons’ Hall, 
Great Queen Street, London WC
Master – David Noble     Senior Warden – Peter Blacow
Junior Warden – David Hughes

Secretary – Graham Bowerman  T: 01275 855293, M: 07885 461579 
E: graham.bowerman@gmail.com 

The 75th Anniversary
of the Lodge was
celebrated in 
October 2013 with 
an attendance of 65
including the Assistant
Metropolitan Grand
Master, the Deputy

Grand Secretary of the UGLE and many other distinguished guests.
David Noble was installed as the 75th Master and presided over a
splendid banquet at Kingsway Hall Hotel following the meeting. 
The occasion was marked by a generous presentation by Mike Button
of a magnificent three-drawer set of Working Tools (he has not missed
a meeting since his initiation in 1977); Roger Jago’s new and
comprehensive history of the Old Tauntonian Lodge in CD format; 
and an anniversary tie. The Lodge has plenty of work at present
thanks to a supply of candidates from the Taunton School Lodge, 
and in March will present Derrick Mead with his 50th Anniversary
Certificate to celebrate his initiation in 1963.

The Public School Lodges Council Festival will be held at Repton on
Saturday May 10th, 2014.

Taunton School Lodge No 8215
Masonic Hall, Taunton
Master – Michael Griffin 
Senior Warden – David Noble
Junior Warden – Richard Giles

Secretary – Chris Harding T: 01202 733694
E: graham.bowerman@gmail.com T: 01275 855293 M: 07885 461579

A busy year. Stephen McLauchlan was welcomed into
the Lodge in September 2013. At the same meeting
Richard Taylor (left) was elected an Honorary Member
and subsequently presented with a certificate at his
home with Anona, son Clive and several members of
the Lodge present. James Bacon became a Fellow Craft
in November, and proposals for membership were

made on behalf of Ian James and Nicholas Smith. At that meeting
David Jenkins, as President of the Federation of School Lodges,
welcomed fellow members from King’s College (Old Aluredian Lodge),
Queen’s College, Taunton Lodge, Wellington School Lodge and Richard
Huish Lodge to a cluster meeting hosted by TS Lodge. David Noble
will be installed as Master in May thus giving him the special status as
Master of both the OTL and TSL – a rare if not unique event. 

The Federation of School Lodges Festival will be held at Worksop
College on Saturday September 14th 2014 when David Jenkins will
finish his term as President.

Old Tauntonian Royal Arch Chapter 
No 5735. Mark Masons’ Hall, London
Z.  Roger Jago       H.  Peter Blacow       J. Nigel Wood
Scribe E: Graham Bowerman  
(same details as for OT Lodge)

Roger Jago installed Peter Blacow as his successor as Z in November
2013 while at the same meeting we welcomed Gary Chaffey as a new
member and saw the presentation of Grand Chapter Certificates to
Mark Coray and Alan Watkins. In April the Chapter will celebrate the
50th anniversary of Malcolm Wicks’ membership.

MEETINGS 2014
OTL 3rd October (Inst), 5th December – 16.00 hrs
TSL 16th May (Inst), 26th September, 28th November –18.15 hrs
OTC 1st April, 4th November (Inst) 16.00 hrs
all Old Tauntonian Freemasons are invited to attend 
our meetings and will be made most welcome. �

PRESIDENT Hugh Todd h.todd71@btinternet.com
President-Elect Richard Willacy richard.willacy@gmail.com
Vice Presidents Michael Button michaelbutton123@btinternet.com

Michael Willacy CBE michael.willacy914@btinternet.com
David Jenkins dlloydjenkins@btinternet.com
The Headmaster headmaster@tauntonschool.co.uk
(ex officio)

Trustees Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com
Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com
Henry Keeling henry@henrykeeling.com

Hon Assoc Secretary David Bridges otsecretary@tauntonschool.co.uk
Hon Assoc Treasurer Simon Smart simonseansmart@gmail.com
Old Weirfieldian Rep Jan Nuttall jan.nuttall@gmail.com
Publications Secretary Bev Cox bcox@perrotthill.com
Younger OT Representatives Ed Gauntlett ed_gauntlett@yahoo.co.uk

Will Pickard willpickard@hotmail.com
LONDON CLUB Chair:       Robin Birtwistle robin.birtwistle@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: Julian Pike julian@feinpike.co.uk
WELSH CLUB Chairman: John Ryland j.s.ryland@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: Philip Griffiths philgriff_eqmc@yahoo.co.uk
WEST WALES CLUB Hon Sec.: Michael Colley macolley47@hotmail.com
WESTERN CLUB Chairman: Judith Dawson judithdawson@ymail.com

Hon Sec.: David Bridges david.bridges@tauntonschool.co.uk
SOUTHERN CLUB Lunch Secretary: Chris Davis chrisdav@alderholt.freeserve.co.uk
SCOTTISH CLUB Chairman: Jo George jo.a.george@btinternet.com
MIDLANDS CLUB Chairman: Tom Jameson tomjameson@hotmail.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Chris Ainley chris@ainley.plus.com
CORNISH CLUB Chairman: Bruce Jeffares brucejeffares@talk21.com
AUSTRALIA (EAST) CLUB Chairman: Mark Slee markslee51@gmail.com
AUSTRALIA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Andy Griffiths andygriffiths_bz@yahoo.co.uk
CANADIAN CLUB Chairman: Chris Loat chris-loat@shaw.ca
USA (WEST) CLUB Chairman: Dr Alan Morgan alanmdjmary@cs.com
HONG KONG CLUB Chairman: Sabrina Leung sabrina@chamberlain-edu.com
FRENCH CLUB Chairman: Allan Green allan.green@wanadoo.fr

Social Secs: Matt Forrester mattforrester@hotmail.co.uk
Mark Bootherstone mark.bootherstone@gmail.co.uk

SPANISH CLUB Chairman: John Edwards jed@johnedwards.org.uk
NEW ZEALAND CLUB Chair: Simon Guilliver simongulliver@mac.com
DUBAI CLUB Chairman: Jonathan Skittrall skittrallj@pbworld.com
OLD TAUNTONIAN TRUST (Reg Charity No. 1060388)
Charitable purposes connected with Taunton School

Trustees: Michael Colley, Jonathan Stocker, Henry Keeling 
SPORTS CLUB Chairman: Will Osmond will@osmondandosmond.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Katie Riseley kariseley@googlemail.com
GOLFING SOCIETY President: Terry Davidge terry@davidget.co.uk

Hon Sec.: Richard Jowett richardjowett@hotmail.com
200 CLUB Chairman: David Brighton dbbrighton@btinternet.com

Hon Sec.: Jonathan Stocker jonathan.stocker@efgl.com
OT FREEMASONRY
Old Tauntonian Lodge No. 5735 WM: David Noble  portlandhse@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@gmail.com

Taunton School Lodge No. 8215 WM: David Noble  portlandhse@tiscali.co.uk
Secretary: Chris Harding harding588@btinternet.com

Old Tauntonian Chapter No. 5735 MEZ: Peter Blacow  pblacow@hotmail.com
Scribe E: Graham Bowerman 
graham.bowerman@gmail.com
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OT BLAZERS

The first blazers are now being delivered and I am taking
orders. The blazers are coming from www.blagattas.co.uk

For further information or to order your OT Blazer, contact
Roger Reed: rogerjreed@btinternet.com �

The male passenger in 
the latest Qatar Airways’ 
advert is clearly sporting 
an OT tie. 

Can you name 
the mystery man? �

OT REUNION WEEKEND
Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th May 2014

CAN YOU SOLVE
THE MYSTERY?

ESCAPE TO THE SUN?

We extend a warm welcome to all, but this year we would
be particularly delighted to see leavers from 1964, 1979,
1984, 1989 and 2004 as they celebrate numerically

significant anniversaries in 2014.

The OTA AGM will be held in the Music School at 11.45am and
there will be a Family BBQ with a cash bar from 1.00pm on
Chapel Green.

Following the successful cricket match last year, Ben Hunt
(School House 1989) is co-ordinating another late 1980s Cricket
Match on Greenham (Prep School). The 1st XI are playing
Colstons on the Front Square from 11.30am.

There will be an informal 3-course Reunion Buffet with a cash
bar in the Old Library from 6.30pm. During the evening, 
Dr John Newton will give a brief update on the successes of the
past year as well as news of exciting events at School.

On Sunday, there will be an opportunity to worship with the
school in the Chapel where the preacher will be Old Tauntonian
Rev Alison Shaw (née Page) who left in 1973. Following the Act
of Remembrance outside the Science Block War Memorial, there
will be time to chat over coffee before enjoying a 2-course
Sunday Lunch in the Old Library. �

Stephen Brown (Wills East 1974)
After 6 months’ hard work, Stephen’s house in Polinago, Modena,
Italy is nearing completion and he will be renting out the top floor, 
3-bedroom apartment from May 2014. If there are OTs who fancy an
Italian holiday, they can contact Stephen on:
stephen.c.brown56@gmail.com 

Evans White Photography
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BIRTHS
BOOTHERSTONE to Mark Fairwater ’92 and Tamara Chloé 22.08.13
BRODIE to Hannah (née Lansdell) Murray ’99 and James Laila Jane Honor  01.09.13
CLARKE to Sarah (née Kent) Murray ’96 and James Alice Rose 26.10.13
COURTS to Katie Jenkin ’94 and Paul Myla Jane 09.07.13
DILLON to Kelly (née Rickard) Murray ’95 and Alistair Anna Elspeth 27.01.14
FAWKNER-JONES to Kate (née Fawkner) Besley ’85 and Andrew Hector Gawain 06.01.14
FISHER to Stuart Wills East ’93 and Phillipa Daniel James  18.10.13
GARDHAM to Andrew Wills West ’99 and Clare Eva 21.12.13
GEORGE to Jo (née Ager) Bevan ’99 and Chris Elizabeth Aria 13.10.13
GRAVES-MORRIS to Alex Marshall ’01 and Verity Montgomery Vance 15.08.13
LACKENBY to Karen (née Gardham) Murray ’97 and David Daniel Alexander 02.12.13
LAMBERT to Louise (née White) Murray ’96 and David Jasper Thomas 22.07.13
LOVELUCK to Tom Evans ’03 and Michelle Georgie Laura 21.10.13 
MURPHY to Vicki (née Sunderland) Besley ’98 and Luke Emily 29.11.13
NEW to Sarah (née Wood) Besley ’86 and Jon Peter Anthony David 06.12.13
PULLEN to Gerald Marshall ’00 and Lisa Oliver Stuart Francis 12.11.13
RANSON to Tom Evans ’04 and Sarah Brody Michael 20.09.13
SMITH to Graham Goodland ’00 and Sam (Murray ’99) Evelyn 14.09.12
SMITH to Sam (née Jeanes) Murray ’99 and Graham (Goodland ’00) Evelyn 14.09.12
WEISS                   Chris      Evans ’96          and Emily             Bonnie Hope 31.12.13

ENGAGEMENTS
Rachael Guilor (Besley ’01) to Paul O’Grady
Ian Price (Goodland ’02) to Bethany Fortescue
Alex Whittall (Murray ’84) to Andre Goldberg

MARRIAGES
BAILEY Michael Fairwater ’95 to Diana 31.08.13
COLLINS Lizzie (née Penny) Jenkin ’00 to Nick 18.08.12
CREASEY Jonathan Wills West ’96 to Elizabeth 21.09.13
DICK Karla (née Pearson) Gloucester ’99 to Sam 10.08.13
HOWARD Mary Ann (née Fry) Bevan ’01 to Ben 25.08.13
MURPHY Fiona (née Johnston) Besley ’05 to Martin 21.12.13
NEW Sarah (née Wood) Besley ’86 to Jon 07.09.13
RANSON Tom Evans ’04 to Sarah .05.10
READ Will Marshall ’01 to Reah 17.08.13
SMITH Graham Goodland ’00 to Sam 14.04.13
SMITH Sam (née Jeanes) Murray ’99 to Graham 14.04.13
WOODWARD Emily (née Mortimer) Besley ’05 to Joseph 10.08.13

DEATHS
BARTLEET Robin Anthony Somerset ’43-’47 12.05.13
COPE   OBE Anthony Temple Fairwater ’44-’55 09.11.13
FELIPES Charles Somerset ’42-’50 13.07.13
GOODLAND James Robert Appleby Wills East ’45-56 28.12.13
GRANT Rev’d Arthur Glyndwr Webber Somerset ’39-’46 08.08.13
HILLCOX David John Somerset ’51-’55 26.08.13
HARFOOT Donald Terence Fairwater ’49-’56 28.08.13
HARPHAM Alan Baines Wills West ’56-’63 06.01.14
MAY Philip Alastair Fairwater ’29-’39 24.10.13
MOLESWORTH Rowan Delves School House ’69-’72 18.08.13
OWENS-THURSTON       Aleksander Phillip            Fairwater ’99-’07                   24.02.14
RANDALL James Henry Littleton Senior Day Boys ‘35-‘45 01.03.14
REES Harry Wynford Ivor Fairwater ’28-’31 30.12.13
SKAE Frederick Robert Somerset ’51-’58 04.12.13
SMITH Jeffrey Somerset ’42-’55 22.12.13
WEBB-WHISH Marcelle Weirfield School Staff ’63-’84 12.09.13
WILKINSON Grant Cameron Fairwater ’45-’55 25.10.13
WILLIAMS   MBE James Leigh Roslin Taunton School Staff ’67-’94 04.02.13
WYATT David Terry Senior Day Boys ’37-’42 06.03.13
YORKE Douglas Roland Wills West ’39-’43 09.07.13 

Old Tauntonian Review

PRESIDENT’S 
DINNER 2015
Plans are well ahead for the President’s 
bi-annual OTA Dinner which, in 2015, will be
held in the House of Commons, London. 
This will be a Black Tie event and will be on
Friday 13th February 2015 from 7.00pm-10.30pm.
Tickets are expected to be £65 (£40 for OTs under
30) and will be available soon. It is envisaged that
a coach will be available from Taunton School to
the House of Commons for a small charge. �

Photograph the QR code above with a
smartphone to connect to OTs Online.



Anthony Temple Cope OBE
(Fairwater 1944-55)
6 June 1937 – 9 November 2013

After leaving
Taunton
School, Tony
graduated
from Christ’s
College,
Cambridge 
in 1964. 
He served as
a member of

the International Accounting
Standards Board (IASB) from 2001
until 2007, and beforehand was a
member of the US Financial
Accounting Standards Board
between 1993 and 2001. Tony played
a leading role in the Strategy
Working Party that led to the
creation of the IASB in 2001. 

Before serving as an accounting
standard-setter, Tony spent most of
his career in the United States as a
senior executive in the investment
industry. Ian Mackintosh, Vice-
Chairman of the IASB, said, 
“As a founder member of the ISAB,
Tony made a huge contribution to the
quality of financial reporting worldwide.
More than that, he was a lovely guy and
he will be missed deeply by his many
friends and colleagues in the standard-
setting community.” 

Tony was awarded the OBE in the
1994 for services to the British
Community in the United States 
of America. �

Robert James 
Appleby Goodland
(Wills East 1945-56)
26 September 1939 –
27 December 2013

My cousin,
Robert
Goodland,
directed
environmental
and social
impact
assessment
studies on
development

projects all over the world for 
more than 40 years. He advised
institutions on how to manage those
risks and prevent harm. Robert, who
has died aged 74, was called the
‘conscience’ of the World Bank.

He was born in Brigg, Lincolnshire,
the son of Arthur, an engineer, and
Cynthia, a physiotherapist. He went
to Taunton school in Somerset and
then attended McGill University in
Montreal for his undergraduate and
graduate studies in biology and
ecology. After researching tropical
ecosystems in Brazil, he was
appointed a professor, in 1974, at the

University of Brasilia. Together with
Howard Irwin, he wrote the book
‘Amazon Jungle: Green Hell to Red
Desert? (1975)’, a key work in the
birth of the international
environmental movement.

In 1978, Robert started working as
the first full-time ecologist at the
World Bank in Washington. 
Over the next 23 years, in various
senior positions, he developed
environmental and social policies
and procedures, and, more
importantly, persuaded the bank to
implement them. They gained
recognition and were adopted by
several other development agencies.

Robert was president of the
International Association of Impact
Assessment in 1994-95. He later
served on the World Commission on
Dams and the World Bank Group's
Extractive Industries Review, and as
co-author of the widely cited article
Livestock and Climate Change. With
today's threats of the construction of
new large dams, and ever-growing
numbers of livestock, lessons from
Robert’s work promise to be useful
well into the future.

After his official retirement in 2001,
he became a senior fellow at 
the World Resources Institute, 
and remained as busy as ever on
various environmental and 
social projects.

In 2008 the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature
awarded him the first Harold
Jefferson Coolidge medal, stating 
that “with the worldwide impact of
development, it is hard to overemphasise
Dr Goodland's contributions”.

Robert loved walking and 
gardening. His passion for the
environment led him to avoid
driving, despite living in a 
car-dominated American suburb.

Robert co-founded the website:
‘Chomping Climate Change’
(www.chompingclimatechange.org)
which provides materials for 
anyone interested in combating
climate change, particularly youth. 

This obituary, written by 
Tom Goodland, appeared in 
The Guardian on 5th February 2014 
and is reproduced with permission. �

Graham John Fox 
(Foxcombe 1968-75)
1 March 1958 – 12 April 2012

Graham was 
a third
generation
Tauntonian.
His success 
at school 
and future
promise was
compromised,
however, when

he suffered a nervous breakdown at
the beginning of his last year, and
again soon after leaving. Many years
later he was diagnosed severely
bipolar. Although controlled by
medication, this condition had a
detrimental effect on his life.

It is a great credit to him that he had
a good career, firstly with Midland
Bank and then in the Finance
Department of TSB Trustcard. 
He played rugby for many years and
continued to enjoy playing trumpet
with local bands and, more recently,
during services at his church. He kept
himself up-to-date with many other
interests and was a devoted son,
brother, uncle and friend.

When Lloyds took over TSB, 
he accepted redundancy rather than
make the move to Southend and
leave well-established support
networks and his flat, in Hove. 
For the last ten years of his life he did
financial, voluntary work with local
charities where his thoughtful and
kindly nature was much appreciated
and his experiences were of benefit to
others similarly afflicted with mental
illness. He died very unexpectedly of
heart failure.

Peter Fox (1944-48) �

Philip Alistair May 
(Fairwater 1929-39)
12 July 1922 – 24 October 2013

Philip was
born in
Livingstone,
Northern
Rhodesia and,
at the
beginning of
1929 at the age
of six and a
half, his

mother entered him as a boarder in
Fairwater House.

In June 1940 he joined the RAF 
and, after his basic training, 
was posted to North Africa. 
He served for the duration of WWII,
during which he was the sole
survivor of a military aircraft crash.
Later in life he was a successful
businessman and entrepreneur. 
He is survived by Ruth, his wife of 65
years, and three sons: Peter, Andrew
and Warwick. �

Hans-Jürgen Tremper
I am sorry to announce the
unexpected death from cancer of
Hans-Jürgen Tremper on 12th
November 2013. His name will be
known to those generations of 
Old Tauntonians, albeit a
relatively small number, who
studied German at Taunton School
from the late 70s to the early 90s.

Hans-Jürgen was the teacher at
the German end of our exchange
with the Gymnasium Oedeme,
Luneburg, an exchange which
came about in a typically Hans-
Jürgen way, turning a chance
encounter into something of
lasting value. He knew the West
Country from student days and
had been told that a school in
Taunton would make a good
partner for the exchange he
wanted to set up. That school was
King’s, but Hans-Jürgen got
hopelessly lost and eventually, on
Staplegrove Road, saw the sign to
Taunton School and decided to try
here instead. As Head of Modern

“ “

Hans-Jürgen was
the teacher at the
German end of 
our exchange with
the Gymnasium
Oedeme, Luneburg

OBITUARY

Photo:

Languages I was summoned from
class (not unwillingly towards the
end of period 7) to meet this
unexpected visitor and an hour
later the outline of our exchange
programme was fixed.

Not only did exchanges take place
annually, but Hans-Jürgen was so
impressed with Taunton School
hockey that he took up the game
himself and introduced it to his
school. I took U15 teams on two
occasions to indoor tournaments
that he organised in Luneburg. 
We did not distinguish ourselves
particularly on the pitch, but the
social side was a success. As a
result of Hans-Jürgen’s coaching,
an Oedeme student, Arthur
Woroniecki, came to Taunton
School in 1991/92 as German
Assistant and played hockey for
TS 1st XI. 

Hans-Jürgen was always a great
fan of English education, to the
extent that he sent his daughter
Sibylle to the 6th Form here
(Foxcombe 1994), a testament to
the close link he forged with
Taunton School.

In addition to our professional
relationship, Hans-Jürgen quickly
became a close personal friend
who is greatly missed. King’s loss
was Taunton School’s gain.

Trevor Snow (Head of 
Modern Languages 1975-96) �
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Marcelle Webb-Whish
(Former Weirfield Staff)
24 June 1923 – 4 September 2013

Mrs Marcelle Webb-Whish (MWW)
joined the staff of Weirfield School 
in September 1963, following spells
teaching at Orchard Portman 
and St Audries. At that time
Weirfield was a school for girls 
from the age of 5 right up to 18, 
so Marcelle was responsible for all
the French, up to and including 
O Level and A Level. When Taunton
School took over Weirfield in 1976
she was involved in the integration 
of the senior girls into Taunton
School. When the amalgamation 
of the senior girls was complete, 
and Weirfield became the 
Girls’ Preparatory School, 
Marcelle continued to teach 
French there.  

She introduced the French Verse
Speaking Competition and arranged
many school trips abroad, mainly to
France, which provided the girls
with a new cultural experience as
well as an opportunity to practise
their French. For many this was 
their first visit abroad, perhaps even

their first trip without parents, 
and Marcelle was always
sympathetic if girls were 
homesick or anxious.

Marcelle was Belgian and grew 
up in Brussels facing the problems 
of the German occupation and 
its impact on normal life. 
At the end of the war she married 
a British Airman whom she met 
when the British Forces liberated 
her home town. It was her
husband’s work after the war 
which brought them, and their 
three young daughters, to the
Taunton area. Despite living 
in England for many years, 
Marcelle never lost her 
charming accent, even though 
she spoke English fluently.  

She was a charismatic teacher,
always approachable and great fun.
Bev Cox said, “She was the main
reason I went on to study French at 
A level; she was such an inspiring
teacher.” Her arrival at school each
day on her Vespa scooter caused a
flutter amongst pupils and staff
alike: she was sadly missed when
she retired in 1985.  

In February 2013 her husband 
died, after 68 years of marriage.
Marcelle celebrated her 90th birthday
on 24th June 2013 with several
former Weirfield colleagues and 
an ex-pupil, with whom she has 
kept in contact for over 40 years, 
a measure of her friendship with,
and concern for, her pupils. 
She died on 4th September 2013 
and is greatly missed by all who 
knew her.  

Nancy Beveridge
(Weirfield School 1966)

Joan Bird 
(Former Weirfield 
& Taunton School Staff) �

“ “Her arrival at school each day on her Vespa
scooter caused a flutter amongst pupils and
staff alike: she was sadly missed when 
she retired in 1985.
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TAUNTON PREPARATORY SCHOOL:
MATTHEW KIRBY Evans 2004 Drama Teacher
CAROLINE TUCKER (née Alford) Besley 1986 Assistant Deputy Head
BECKY COOPER (née Lindo) Besley 1985 Pre-Prep Teacher

TAUNTON SCHOOL:
ALASTAIR KIRBY Evans 2008 Drama Teacher
NEIL LONGSTREET School House 1974 Foundation Director
CLIVE LARGE Fairwater 1975 Mathematics Teacher
TOM NORTON Marshall 1999 ICT Development Manager
JACK GORMAN Goodland 2012 ICT Helpdesk Co-ordinator
ALEX CUTTS (née Carter) Weirfield School 1990 English Teacher
BEX MILLER Jenkin 2006 English Teacher
ADAM DEWBERY Taunton Prep School 1998 Assistant Head of Maths
LIZ LANGDON-DAVIES (née Turner) Jenkin 1984 Visiting Music Teacher
KATIE LINDEN (née Hardiman) Besley 2001 Visiting Music Teacher
BEVERLEY BRAND (née Snell) Weirfield School Health Centre Nurse
LISA MANLEY Jenkin 1999 Mistress i/c Netball
ALISON WENT Besley 1998 Science Technician
SIMON NICHOLSON Wills East 1973 School Coach Driver 
LUCY TURNER (née Mullens) Besley 1992 Leisure Studies & PE
GUY NICHOLSON Goodland 2010 Volunteer in Science/CDT

TAUNTON SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL:
MATTHEW ABELL Goodland 2009 Graduate Resident Assistant

TAUNTON SCHOOL EVENTS:
WILL JOLLEY Evans 2013 Marketing Assistant

TAUNTON SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY:
JANE BARRIE OBE Weirfield School 1954 Chairman
HENRY KEELING School House 1974 Deputy Chairman
VICE ADMIRAL SIR TOM BLACKBURN KCVO Wills West 1963
MAJOR GENERAL JONATHAN HALL CB OBE Wills West 1963
JOHN HINE Somerset 1964
MARK HOBBS Fairwater 1979
RICHARD KENNEDY Goodland 1975
GEOFFREY MATTHEWS School House 1959

BACK TO SCHOOL

In the August 2013 OT Review we featured an article about
OTs who send their children to Taunton School. Today, 8 of
the 17 School Governors are former pupils with the current

Chairman of Governors being an Old Weirfieldian. There are also
21 members of staff across the school sites who are OTs or OWs. 
We managed to get some of them together for a team photo. �

Back row (L-R): Adam Dewbery, Jack Gorman, Tom Norton
Middle row (L-R): Clive Large, Simon Nicholson
Front Row (L-R): Lucy Turner, Alison Went, Caroline Tucker, Becky Cooper.

“

“Today, 8 of the 17 School Governors are
former pupils with the current Chairman
of Governors being an Old Weirfieldian.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS
MAY 2014
Friday 2 Western Club Lunch 13:00 Taunton School

Saturday 10 OTA Reunion Weekend Taunton School
includes: 10 year reunion for leavers from 2004

25 year reunion for leavers from 1989
30 year reunion for leavers from 1984
35 year reunion for leavers from 1979
50 year reunion for leavers from 1964

OTA Committee Meeting 09:45 Taunton School
OTA AGM 11:45 Taunton School

Sunday 11 Chapel and Lunch 10:30 Taunton School

JUNE 2014
Friday 6 Western Club Lunch 13:00 Taunton School

JULY 2014
Saturday 26 Midland Club Chairman’s

At Home 12:30 Coventry, CV7 7GE

SEPTEMBER 2014
Friday 12 Western Club Lunch 13:00 Taunton School
Sunday 14 Cornish Club Lunch 12:00 Lanhydrock GC,

PL30 5AQ
OCTOBER 2014
Saturday 4 OTA Committee Meeting 09:30 Taunton School
Saturday 4 Western Club Dinner 18:30 Taunton School
Friday 10 Old Weirfieldian Lunch 12:30 Taunton School

NOVEMBER 2014
Friday 7 Western Club Lunch 13:00 Taunton School
Thursday 27 London Club Dinner 18:30 RAF Club, London

W1J 7PY
DECEMBER 2014
Monday 8 Western Club 

Christmas Lunch 12:30 Taunton School

FEBRUARY 2015
Friday 13 OT President’s Dinner 19:00 House of Commons,

London
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Tom Millington

Will Pickard

THE IRONMAN COMETH...

Olympic hockey star Georgie Twigg
officially opened Taunton School’s
£675,000 Durrant Astro pitch in October

2013. Georgie, who won bronze with Team GB
at London 2012, was guest of honour at a day
of celebrations including special hockey 
matches and a lunch in the Old Library.

She was welcomed to the event by the 
Chair of Governors, Mrs Jane Barrie, who
described The Durrant as ‘a magnificent
pitch’. She explained that £450,000 of the
overcall cost of the facility had come
from a legacy to the Taunton School
Foundation from Old Tauntonian,
Col Peter Durrant OBE – after
whom the pitch was named – 
and contributions from OTs 
and parents. Mrs Barrie paid
tribute to everyone involved in the
building project, which had been
delivered ahead of schedule on the
site of the old Shale games area.

Dr John Newton said hockey was part 
of the school’s life and 2014 would see
celebrations to mark half-a-century of
students playing the ‘noble sport’. 
“This school believes in athletic activity because
sport should be forever in our lives,”he added.

Before cutting a ribbon to open the pitch,
Georgie Twigg said she was delighted to 

see it was Olympic blue as it brought back
happy memories for her! “I hope it will inspire
more people to play hockey – everyone should make
the most of this fantastic facility.”

She was presented with a bouquet by Year 6
student, Izzy Glaser, who recently suffered a
broken wrist while playing hockey.

Celebration matches involved students 
from the International School and its Middle
School, the Prep School, Taunton School girls

taking on Wales Under-18s, Taunton School
boys playing recent leavers and an Old
Tauntonian mixed game.

Among the many guests on the day
were Col Durrant’s cousins, Mrs Paddy
Dornom and Mr Eddie Farley. �

OLYMPIC STAR OPENS NEW ASTRO PITCH

Tom Millington (Marshall 2006)
and Will Pickard (Fairwater 2006)
have entered into the Exmoor 

Half IronMan 70.3 in June, regarded 
as the toughest half IronMan race 
on the planet. 

They are raising money for the charity
Scope whose primary aim is to help
disabled people and their families in
England and Wales. They would really
appreciate any donations to help them
through the gruelling training schedule
and on the day. 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/
TomWillIronmen �

Edmund Shillabeer (Somerset 1958)
graduated in 1964 from Bristol
University Vet School and, 

apart from short holidays and 100 

L-R: Neil Longstreet, Dr John Newton, Georgie Twigg 
and Jane Barrie at the opening of the Durrant 
Astro pitch in October 2013.
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days off after an horrendous road 
traffic accident has practised ever since.

In 2006 Edmund, at the age of 67,
took part in the IronMan UK
Championships raising £3,000 for the
Rotary ‘Shelter Box’. Fresh from 
winning medals at the European
Veterans Athletic Championships in
Poland, he took on this most challenging
Triathalon at Sherborne Castle in Dorset
by swimming 2.4 miles, cycling 112 
miles then race-walking 26.2 miles. 
He recently took part in the National
Race Walking Championships (50km)
and gained a Bronze medal –
becoming the oldest medallist at 67!

To celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of his
graduation, 74-year-
old Edmund will
walk from Plymouth
to Taunton School
(ETA 4.00pm Sunday
June 29), then
Langford and on to
RCVS HQ in London. 

David Bridges
says,”It would be great
to see a welcoming
party at Taunton School
on Sunday 29th June.
Refreshments will 
be provided.” 

Please contact ots@tauntonschool.co.uk
to say if you will be attending 
(for catering purposes!) �

Edmund Shillabeer




